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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A G R I C U L T U R E ,  F I S H E R I E S  A N D  F O R E S T R Y

A consignment of Australian prawns was rejected by the Greek import authorities in July 2007.  
The entire consignment was rejected, although the product from only one lot was found by the 
Greek authorities to contain cadmium in excess of the European Union (EU) Maximum Level (ML) 
for cadmium in crustaceans.  The product from all other lots tested was found to meet the standard.

The Greek authorities interpret the EU requirements to mean that a consignment is the product 
covered by a single health certificate and if the product of any one of the lots within that 
consignment does not meet EU standards all of the consignment will be rejected. The Greek 
authorities have advised that they will not modify their interpretation of this issue.

Dr Fay Stenhouse
Senior Adviser
Processed Food Policy Section

The information provided above is current at the time of writing and is intended for use as guidance 
only and should not be taken as definitive or exhaustive. The Commonwealth endeavours to keep 
information current and accurate, however, it may be subject to change without notice.  Exporters 
are encouraged to verify these details with their importers prior to undertaking production/exports. 
The Commonwealth will not accept liability for any loss resulting from reliance on information 
contained in this notice.
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