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The festive season is finally here. Despite the challenges of the 

global economic downturn 2009 has been a productive and busy 

year and the indications are that 2010 will be equally productive 

with further growth of the AFAS family. 

 

The Offshore Development team has had a very busy year filled 

with Joint System Reviews, audits and the implementation of 

AFAS in the Peopleôs Republic of China. 

 

The Offshore New Vehicle Inspection Program (ONVIP) was im-

plemented in Thailand in October. Training was delivered and 

with Thai quarantine officers now pre-clearing vehicles we believe 

that ONVIP will significantly reduce the number of quarantine risk 

vehicles and facilitate movement at the Australian border. In 2010 

we will to welcome Viet Nam into AFAS with the commencement 

of training.  

 

Sadly 2009 was also the year in which our one of our very experi-

enced and valued consultants passed away. Jan van Someren 

Graver, who knew many of you personally, will be missed by all 

and our deepest condolences are with his family and friends. 

 

As always, open communication with all of you is very important, 

and we value your feedback on any and all AFAS issues 

 

We wish you all a very happy and safe Christmas and may 2010 be 

a prosperous year. 

David Cox 

Manager 

Offshore Development Program 
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 Thailand Joint System Review  

The Thai Joint System Review (JSR) was conducted from  

14 ï 22 October, 2009 in Bangkok and surrounds. A total of 13 

companies were audited by AQIS and the Thai Department of 

Agriculture (DoA) JSR team which included, Ms Melessa 

Lawton (AQIS), Mr John Field (FT&CS), Mr Chusack  

Wongwichakorn (DoA), Ms Chortip Salyapongse (DoA), Ms 

Aroonsri Oyviratana (DoA), Ms Busarin Chattanachitara (DoA) 

and Mr Chamlong Lapasatukul (DoA). The JSR Team was very 

pleased to observe actual fumigations by the majority of  

fumigation companies audited. A high level of professionalism 

and commitment to achieving the objectives of AFAS was  

demonstrated and the fumigation practices, equipment,  

documentation and administration were of a high standard.  

 

Some common issues were noted across a number of the companies  

audited, particularly the failure to use minimum temperatures when  

calculating the methyl bromide dosage; leak detection equipment not  

being serviced; and the use of overfull sand snakes which did not  

effectively seal the enclosure.  

 

A problem observed in Thailand and also in other AFAS countries is  

re-infestation of fumigated consignments.  Although this is not a  

fumigation fault, it is to the fumigatorôs advantage to advise suppliers 

and exporters that their factories need to be kept clean and free from  

insects.  This can be achieved by implementing pest control measures 

in export factories, storing fumigated goods separately from  those that 

have not been treated and fumigating goods as close as possible to the 

export date.  These measures will give greater assurance that fumigated 

goods will reach Australia insect free.   

 

AQIS would like to sincerely thank the Thai DoA 

staff for organising the JSR and for their hospitality 

which made Melessaôs first visit to Thailand so enjoy-

able.  AQIS looks forward to working with the Thai 

DoA to maintain the high standard of AFAS fumiga-

tion in Thailand. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr Wongwihakorn, Mr Field and  

Mr Lapasatukul 

Ms Oyviratana, Ms Salyapongse,  

Ms Lawton and Ms Chattanachitara 

Preparing  for a fumigation 


