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Exceptional Circumstances
business support extended

New Australian Government Assistance for
Drought-Affected Farmers and Agricultural
Dependent Small Business Operators

The Australian Government has improved drought
assistance to farmers in areas severely affected by
drought and introduced new assistance for the agricultural
dependent small business operators that rely on them.
These measures recognise the unprecedented severity,
length and extent of the current drought, and its impact
on rural and regional communities, the environment, and
the broader Australian economy.

How has Exceptional Circumstances
Business Support changed?

Business support payments, in the form of Exceptional
Circumstances Interest Rate Subsidies, are available to
eligible farmers in Exceptional Circumstances declared
areas and to eligible agricultural dependent small
business operators.

New or existing applications, in existing or reintroduced
Exceptional Circumstances areas will receive the subsidy
rate of 80 per cent to a maximum of $100 000 a year. This
rate applies to all successful applications regardless of how
long they have been receiving business support. Eligible
small business operators, who secure 70 per cent of their
usual turnover from the provision of goods and services
for farming activities, in these existing or reintroduced
Exceptional Circumstance declared areas, will also receive
the Small Business Interest Rate Subsidies at the rate of
80 per cent, to @ maximum of $100 000 a year. Applicants
who are in new Exceptional Circumstance declared areas,
will receive interest rate subsidies at the rate of 50 per
cent for the first year, and at 80 per cent for the second
and subsequent years to a maximum of $100 000 a year.

These interest rate subsidies are provided at 50 per cent
of the interest payable for the first year and at
80 per cent in the second and subsequent years.

In recognition of the extended period of this current
drought, eligible farmers will continue to receive business
support. The cap for business support payments will be
increased to $500 000 over five years.

In addition, access to business support will also be
simplified by removing the need for farm businesses to
have operated without government support in two out of
the past five years.

An independent business viability test is required for farm
businesses and agricultural dependent small businesses
wanting to access the interest rate subsidies.

Where can | get further information?

Further details on ECIRS can be obtained from the state
and territory rural assistance authorities. Contact details
are available at www.daff.gov.au/droughtassist or
telephone numbers are listed below:

New South Wales: NSW Rural Assistance Authority:
1800 678 593 for farmers
1800 331 126 for small business operators

South Australia: Primary Industry and Resources
South Australia: 180 20 20

Queensland: QRAA: 1800 623 946

Victoria: Victorian Rural Finance Corporation:
03 5448 2600

Western Australia: Department of Agriculture:
1800 198 231
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