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What are the assistance measures?

New Australian Government Assistance 
for Drought-Affected Farmers and
Agricultural Dependent Small Business

The Australian Government has improved drought 
assistance to farmers in areas severely affected by 
drought and introduced new assistance for the agricultural 
dependent small business operators that rely on them. 
These measures recognise the unprecedented severity, 
length and extent of the current drought, and its impact 
on rural and regional communities, the environment, and 
the broader Australian economy.

The package contains a number of measures in 
recognition of the immediate financial issues facing 
farming families, farm businesses and agricultural 
dependent small business operators

Support for farmers, farm businesses 
and agricultural dependent small 
business operators

• Extending, reintroducing and declaring new 
Exceptional Circumstances areas  
Assistance for many existing Exceptional 
Circumstances declared areas has been extended 
until at least 2008. Other Exceptional Circumstances 
declared areas that had lapsed were reintroduced from 
the 24 October 2006. New Exceptional Circumstance 
declared areas have also been introduced.

• Increase in Exceptional Circumstances 
business support cap 
The Exceptional Circumstances Interest Rate Subsidy 
or business support cap has increased to $500 000 
over five years in recognition of the extended period 
over which assistance has been offered. However, a 
business viability test is still required. This will also 

ensure that eligible farm businesses continue to 
receive assistance. In addition, access to business 
support is simplified by the removal of the need for 
farm businesses to have operated without government 
support in two out of the past five years.

• New grants for professional advice 
and planning for farm businesses 
Grants up to $5500 (GST inclusive) are available to 
eligible farm businesses located in areas that have 
been Exceptional Circumstances declared for more 
than three years. These grants give farmers access 
to professional advice and planning assistance from 
suitably qualified professionals of their choice. 

• Farm Management Deposit Scheme 
In recognition of the extended drought conditions 
and to provide farmers with a risk management tool, 
changes will include increasing the cap for farm 
management deposits to $400 000, and the  
non-primary production income test to $65 000.

Support for farmers and rural communities

• Funding for Rural Financial Counselling Services  
Additional funding has been provided to the Rural 
Financial Counselling Service to employ more 
counsellors to provide assistance and support to 
farmers and rural small businesses.

• Funding for social and emotional 
counselling services  
Additional funding has been supplied to provide social 
and emotional counselling services through the Family 
Relationship Services Program.

• Emergency family and community grants 
Funding has been provided to the Country Women’s 
Association to deliver emergency family aid and 
community aid grants. 
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Where can I get further information?

For information on Exceptional Circumstances income 
support, social and emotional counselling, and the 
professional advice and planning grants, contact your 
local Centrelink office, the Centrelink Drought Assistance 
Line on 13 23 16 or visit the Centrelink web site  
www.centrelink.gov.au

Contact details for Rural Financial Counsellors are 
available on Freecall™1800 686 175 or visit the 
website  at www.rfcs.gov.au for further information.

Information on the changes to the Farm Management 
Deposit Scheme and the emergency family and 
community grants delivered by the Country Women’s 
Association (www.cwaa.org.au) are available from 
www.daff.gov.au/droughtassist.

Details on Exceptional Circumstances business support 
can be obtained from the relevant state or territory 
rural assistance authorities. Contact details are available 
on www.daff.gov.au/droughtassist or telephone 
numbers are listed below:

New South Wales: NSW Rural Assistance Authority:  
1800 678 593 for farmers 
1800 331 126 for small business operators

South Australia: Primary Industry and Resources 
South Australia: 180 20 20

Queensland: QRAA: 1800 623 946

Victoria: Victorian Rural Finance Corporation: 
03 5448 2600

Western Australia: Department of Agriculture: 
1800 198 231


