Aaciad an Flagpe Laciea Cinnmiwion



IMPORTANCE

mﬂmuimphg-mmmw
is an jmportant recarrent insect pest of pastures

IDENTIFICATION

‘The Ausiralian plagee locust is relatively easy o iden-
tify im the adult stage The main characieristics are a
dark spol al tbe Lip of the hindwings and red shanks an
the hindleps, The female locust s approximarely 4 cm
long while the male is usually shorter (3 ¢m). The
wyrnphs (boppers) are more difficult w identify. If a
large mass (band) of nymphs is Found however, il is
likedy t be plague Jocwst,

LIFE CYCLE

Eggs

Female locusts lay eges in pods i the soal usually at a
depih of 2-5 cm. When locust sumbers are high, they
lay in eggheds with densities of 5-50 podsfi’, Each pod
conlains 30-50 pale yellow banona shaped epgs. 56
mm long, Epps develop sccarding 10 temperature and
misture. In summer for exomple, eggs will haich
within 14-16 days of laying. In winter in southern
MNEW epps labd (m amtumen will ot hatch until spring.
Females may lay up 104 pods ina manth before dying.










PLAGUE DYNAMICS

Muast cantbreaks af the Austrabian plague kcust ariginate
in the arid grasslands of south west Quecnsland and
adjacent areas of South Australia, New South Walss and
the Momhern Territory. Large locust populations ean
develop fellowing localised rainfall in this reglon. If
undletected, swarms may migrate inta the agricalural
areas of NSW, SA. Qldand Vie.

The APLC only undertakes serial contral againsi
sabstantal inrpets of bands and swarms. The chemical
used is fenitrathion, which is of moderaic walciy w
humare and animals. The Ulim Low Yolume fechnique
Is wsed 1o apply 210300 ml of fenirothion per hectare,
The low valeme sprayed, short residusl life of
Fenitrothion and Jw freg) y of spruying in any one
area from ssason io ssason, limits any effect of sproying
om the envimnment, Grousd eontrol by landhalders s
mist effective when the locust i in the nymphal {hand)
stage. A vanety of equipment and registered chemicals
can be used. Your kocal Depaniment of Agriculiune or
Rural Lands Protection Board shoubd be consubted for
funher detadls.




THE ROLE OF APLC

The APLC was established in 1974 to avercome
difficulties which had been encountered controlling
imsects that migrate hundreds of kilometres amd mave
interstate. There are |E permanent officers responsible
for monitoring, control arkd research of 3 Jocust gpecies
withim an aren of 2 million square kllomewmes. There ane
3 Field hases of Mamomine, Broken Hill and Longrench,
with headquarness in Canberra. Funding comes from the
Commonwenlth (30%), NSW [31.5%), Vietorian ( 10%),
South Auwstralian (3%) and Queensland (2.5%)
povErEmEnLS,

The APLC s role is to:
conlrol outbreaks of the Australion plaguee, spur-
throated and migratory bocusts which coald pose a
threat o ngriculture inderstate;
collect and eollase data on (hese locusts;
forecast chamges in populsticons;
rmoaitor the effects of cooirel;
improye sarvey and control methods

Simce the APLC is only permined to costrol bocuses that
pase a threat to agriculhare in another State, it can only
underake perial control of spur-thrasted and migratory
locusts found in the aren bounded by Charleville, Roma,
Dalhy, Narmabri and Bourke.

The Australion plague locust s o more frequent and
widespread pest than the spur-throsted and migratary
locusts. The Comrmisston's Charter states that if faced
with high numbers of all three loeusis, the Aosralian
plague locust must take priority,

Reporting locusts

It is imporiant that lndholders report the presence of
lmeusts a5 soon 2% they ane seen. Reports can be made
either 1o the AFLC (ol free an 1BO0 635 962) or 1o the
relevant state deparimeni. For further information see car
weh sile: wwwedafT gov.awiaple,




