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Tasmanian forests by type

➜ Did you know?
Forty-seven per cent of Tasmania’s 
native forests are in conservation 
reserves.

Legend

 Acacia 2%

 Callitris <1%

 Casuarina <1%

 Eucalypt woodland 47%

 Eucalypt open 24%

 Melaleuca 1%

 Rainforest 17%

 Plantation 9%



80

Tasmanian forestry and forest products industries

Tasmania’s forestry and wood products industries employed 
an estimated total of 6300 people in 2006. After allowing for 
part-time employment, the total number of full-time equivalent 
jobs was 5870. This represented 3.08% of Tasmania’s employed 
labour force in August 2006. Because most forestry and forest 
products industries employment is regionally-based, employment 
in these industries exceeded 5% of total employment in 11 of 
the 23 Tasmanian local government areas. The proportions 
employed in different industry sectors are shown below.

Employment by forestry industry sector
Proportion of total 

employment (%)

Forest growers 11.7

Combined forest growers and log processors 10.9

Log processors 38.7

Contractors, service providers and nurseries 38.7

Total 100.0

Employment by forest sector
Proportion of total 

employment (%)

Native forest 68.3

Eucalypt plantation 7.7

Pine plantation 24.0

Total 100.0

Source: J Schirmer 2008, Forestry, jobs and spending: Forest industry employment 
and expenditure in Tasmania, 2005–2006, Cooperative Research Centre for 
Forestry, Tasmania, 2008.
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Type, number and size of the main timber processing 
industries in Tasmania
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Victoria

Area 
(‘000 hectares)

% 
Victoria

% 
Australia

Land area 22 742 n.a. 3

Native forest 7 837 34 5

Plantation forest 424 2 21

Forest cover 8261 36 6

Victorian forest area by tenure

Leasehold land 35 

Multiple-use forest  3163

Nature conservation reserve 3505

Other crown land  109

Private land 1025

Unresolved tenure 0

Plantations – all tenures 424

Area
(’000 hectares)

0.4%5%

12%

1%

42%

38%
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Victorian forests by type

➜ Did you know?
Victoria has one of the longest 
running forest monitoring 
and research programs in 
the world, underway in the 
mountain ash (Eucalyptus 
regnans) forests of the Central 
Highlands since 1983.

Legend

 Acacia <1%

 Callitris <1%

 Casuarina 2%

 Eucalypt mallee 18%

 Eucalypt woodland 13%

 Eucalypt open 54%

 Eucalypt closed 3%

 Mangrove <1%

 Melaleuca <1%

 Other 4%

 Rainforest <1%

 Plantation 5%
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Victorian forestry and forest products industries

Census data for 2006 show a total employment of 
21 941 people in the forestry and wood products 
manufacturing sectors in Victoria. When all businesses 
that depend on growing and using timber are included, 
total employment is estimated at about 32 000 people. 

Victoria’s forest industries are based on plantation timber 
growing and processing in several regions and on native 
forest timber growing and processing, mainly in the Central 
Highlands region and in Gippsland. Data on socio-economic 
impacts in Gippsland are summarised below.

Mark Parsons
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Employment in Gippsland’s forestry and wood products 
industries was estimated to be 3124 people. The proportions 
employed in the native forest, hardwood plantation and 
softwood plantation sectors are shown below. Adding fl ow-on 
effects, total employment was estimated to be 6200 people.  

Employment by forest sector

Native forest

Hardwood plantation

Softwood plantation

53%

9%

38%

Source: Cameron, J, Gibbs, D, and Meynink, R 2004, 
A socio-economic assessment of the timber industry in Gippsland, 
Victoria, Gippsland Private Forestry Inc., Bairnsdale.
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Type, number, and size of the main wood processing 
industries in Victoria
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Western Australia

Area 
(‘000 hectares)

% 
Western
Australia

% 
Australia

Land area 252 988 n.a. 33

Native forest 17 664 7 12

Plantation forest 425 <1 21

Forest cover 18 089 7 12

Western Australian forest area by tenure

Leasehold land 3891

Multiple-use forest 1248

Nature conservation reserve 3868

Other crown land 7169

Private land 1489

Unresolved tenure 0

Plantations – all tenures 425

Area
(’000 hectares)22%

7%

21%
40%

8%
2%
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Western Australian forests by type

➜ Did you know?
All of Western Australia’s old-growth forests are in nature 
conservation reserves.

Legend

 Acacia 6%

 Callitris <1%

 Casuarina <1%

 Eucalypt mallee 7%

 Eucalypt woodland 62%

 Eucalypt open 13%

 Eucalypt closed <1%

 Mangrove 1%

 Melaleuca <1%

 Other 8%

 Rainforest <1%

 Plantation 2%
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Western Australian forestry and forest products 
industries

Western Australia’s forestry and wood products industries 
employed an estimated total of 5570 people in 2006. After 
allowing for part–time employment, the total number 
of full–time equivalent jobs was 5090. The industries are 
concentrated in the Perth, Bunbury, Albany, Manjimup and 
Dardanup areas. The proportions employed in different 
industry sectors are shown in the following tables.

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
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Employment by forestry industry sector
Proportion of total 

employment (%)

Forest growers 3.1

Combined forest growers and log processors 3.9

Log processors 62.7

Contractors, service providers and nurseries 30.3

Total 100.0

Employment by forest sector
Proportion of total 

employment (%)

Native forest 47–54

Eucalypt plantation 19–23

Pine plantation 24–28

Other plantation unspecifi ed 1–3

Source: Schirmer, J 2008, Forestry, jobs and spending: forest industry employment 
and expenditure in Western Australia, 2005–06, Cooperative Research Centre for 
Forestry, Hobart.
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Forest industries as a percentage of total local 
government area employment
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The local government areas where the largest proportions 
of the workforce are directly dependent on the forestry 
and wood products industries are shown on the following 
graph. Forest industry employment is less than 3% of total 
employment in all other local government areas in Western 
Australia.

Source: Schirmer, J 2008, Forestry, jobs and spending: forest industry employment 
and expenditure in Western Australia, 2005–06, Cooperative Research Centre for 
Forestry, Hobart.
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Type, number and size of the main timber processing 
industries in Western Australia
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National Forest Inventory and National 
Plantation Inventory

Since 1990, the National Forest Inventory 
(NFI) has been collecting and communicating 
information on Australia’s forests. Its mission is 
to be the authoritative source of information for 
national and regional monitoring and reporting 
and to support decision-making on all of 
Australia’s forests. 

State, territory and private forest owners and managers collect data 
that the NFI collates and translates into national datasets and maps, 
such as those used in Australia’s state of the forests reports and 
in this booklet. Most inventory and monitoring activities in native 
forests have focused on areas managed for wood production. Large 
gaps in forest information remain in the cases of privately managed 
forests and in forest areas managed for non-wood goods and 
environmental services.

The National Plantation Inventory (NPI) has been collecting data 
and reporting on Australia’s forestry plantations since 1993. Its 
objective is to document the contributions tree plantations make 
to communities, the economy, the environment and the plantation 
resources in each region around the country. Comprehensive 
map-based reports are published about every fi ve years and update 
reports are provided in other years.

Information sources
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Australian forest and wood products statistics

The Australian Bureau of Agricultural and Resource Economics 
(ABARE) compiles and publishes quarterly forest and wood products 
statistics derived from a range of sources. Production data are from 
ABARE and the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) surveys and 
datasets, state forest services and industry organisations. Data on 
imports and exports are from the Australian Bureau of Statistics.



96

ABARE 2009, Australian forest and wood products statistics, March 
and June quarters 2009, Australian Bureau of Agricultural and 
Resource Economics, Canberra.

BRS 2008, State of Australia’s forests, fact sheet series of eight 
titles: Type and extent, Carbon, Certifi cation, Conservation, 
Employment, Fire, Sustainable yield and Water. Bureau of Rural 
Sciences, Canberra.

BRS 2008 Australian forest profi les. Information sheet series of eight 
titles: Acacia, Callitris, Casuarina, Eucalypts, Mangroves, Melaleuca, 
Rainforest and Plantations; plus a poster: Australia’s forests. Bureau 
of Rural Sciences, Canberra.

Davidson J, Davey S, Singh S, Parsons M, Stokes B and Gerrand A 
2008, The Changing Face of Australia’s Forests – A summary of 
major changes in Australia’s forests since 1992, Bureau of Rural 
Sciences, Canberra.

Gavran M and Parsons M, 2010, National Plantation Inventory 2010 
Update, National Forest Inventory, Bureau of Rural Sciences, Canberra.

Montreal Process Implementation Group for Australia 2008, Australia’s 
State of the Forests Report 2008, Bureau of Rural Sciences, Canberra.

Russell-Smith J, Yates C, Whitehead P, Smith R, Craig R, Allan 
G, Thackway R, Frakes I, Cridland S, Meyer M and Gill A, 2007, 
‘Bushfi res ‘down under’: patterns and implications of contemporary 
Australian landscape burning’, in International Journal of Wildland 
Fire vol.16, p.361–377.

References and further reading



Copies of this publication 
are available from

BRS Publication Sales
GPO Box 858, Canberra ACT 2601
Ph 1800 020 157
Fax 02 6272 4747
Email info@brs.gov.au
Web www .brs.gov.au



www.daff.gov.au/forestsaustralia


