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To Sectetariat

Re: Our opportunity to shape drought policy

My pame is Christine Argrio.and I will be attending the public foryl
Tuesday 26 August. I will also be registering before the meeting. |
|
Firstly | would like to thank you for the opportunity to be able to vidi
have already written & letter (3 March 2008) to our Federal Ministetifor Agriculture,
Fisheries and Forestry Tony Burke inviting him to visit Mildura angliour vineyard, he
declined the invitations he said he had a ot on, So 1 am looking fo#yard to the meeting

on the 26.8.2008 |
| am the fourth generation here in the Sunraysia area. Tam marrie nd with my husband
we run 100 acreas of table grapes and winery. Our future looked @ity bright for our four
children and ourselves until the drought hit or the mismanagementi#f the Murray to be

more to the point.

We are currently on zero aflocation while our neighbors in NSW 4
whole picture is still nothing to have a party about. The stress levifd
all time high - how do you plan for the season or even the week e
we are going to have a harvest at all? The on going effect on fam i
security has gone with the unbundling on the water title from lemdi it



family and keep our husbands from slipping down a dangerous slop A

N

There are only so many times you can tel] them that everything willl#

 feel the government has a Jot to answer for. They have NOT causgy
their actions have not been to the benefit of the primary producer.
basin grow 41% of the food bowl and generates 28 billion dollars .‘!‘l' i
this equates to 2.9% of the GDP. We know that the government .‘-‘ 3
allowing M.I.S schemes to develop, allowing “sleeping licenses” ta

used, unbundling of water from land, no

Snowy scheme and allowing more people to come onto an already 5t

There are things that the government could do today that would at |
direction. Do they really thing that by taking a pipeline to Melbout
free is going to work when they are talking about taking water fror
river system, Would it be possible that pipeline from Tasmania ¢
help put some water back into the system? The natural gravitatio
the pipeline and Melboutne could be drought free. There was oncgg
coming from Queensland. Cloud seeding has been done all over
not been tried over the Murray/Darling catchment. Are there no o
take the easy one, which is to reduce grower’s allocation?

They tell us on TV to be water wise and

to visit our property 1 would have shown him how we have chang @ 1

save water, We have gone from flood ir

irrigation, We have also installed envito scans on our property sojaker
waste. There is nothing left for us to do — we have tried to save i
How come 1 have a water license that ] can not use my full entitle ; ‘!f
government can tell me how much and when J can use it! Or do | &

back water that 1 already own.

As a grower ] don’t feel we have much time left, This is the time
do something in a positive way for the man on the land. Australi
supplied the world with “A” grade fruit something that we can b

need to be heard and our plight understo
homes and properties but the life that ou
can not be the end of the line for us!
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