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Dear Mr Thompson,

RE: Australia’s draft 2011 National Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of
Sharks (Shark-plan 2)

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the draft of the new National Plan of Action
for the Conservation and Management of Sharks (Shark-plan 2). As Australia’s only national charity
dedicated exclusively to the protection of Australia’s marine environment, the Australian Marine
Conservation Society (AMCS) has been actively working on shark conservation and shark fisheries
management for several decades. The AMCS was, for example, instrumental in promoting Australia’s
adoption of a ban on live shark finning at sea, a significant advancement towards protecting sharks in
Australian waters.

With a number of noteworthy international advances in shark conservation, the development of
Australia’s Shark-plan 2 is timely. Since the introduction of Shark-plan 1, the Republic of Palau and
the Republic of the Maldives have established shark sanctuaries in their waters, Mexico, Honduras and
the Bahamas have brought in shark fishing moratoria and Hawaii, the Commonwealth of Northern
Mariana Islands and Guam have introduced legislation to ban the trade in shark products due to
concerns over the global state of shark populations. Similar legislation is also under discussion in
California and Chile.

After showing leadership on shark conservation issues, Australia is now lagging behind global leaders
in affording protection to sharks. There is still a significant export of shark fin to the Asian market, an
unsustainable by-catch of vulnerable sharks in Australian fisheries and targeted shark fishing without
scientific understanding of what, if any, level of shark take is sustainable.

There are significant imperatives for Australia to improve our record on shark conservation and
safeguard our shark populations. In addition to the key role sharks play in marine ecosystems, recent
reports have indicated that sharks are worth more to a nation’s economy in tourism income alive than

dead™ 2.

AMCS strongly believes, therefore, that the development of the new National Plan of Action for
Sharks provides Australia with the opportunity to better protect both resident and migratory sharks in
our waters. However, we are deeply concerned that the draft plan fails to seize this opportunity.
Concerns have been voiced that Shark-plan 1 lacked an effective implementation strategy to deliver
meaningful results for shark conservation. In particular, the Shark Assessment Report (SAR2)® noted
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that where achievements were made, they could not be ascribed to Shark-plan 1 initiatives. AMCS
holds concerns that the draft Shark-plan 2 suffers from the same limitations as Shark-plan 1. The
Bodsworth Review” of Shark-plan 1 noted that to enable a better outcome for Shark-plan 2:

“... the new Program Logic should be clear, simple and powerful. Accompanied by a carefully
targeted implementation strategy, and an efficient monitoring and evaluation framework, these
characteristics should alleviate widely held concerns that Australia’s NPOA Sharks lacks teeth.”

Unfortunately, the draft Shark-plan 2 does not contain the framework necessary to provide adequate
protection for sharks and, if implemented in its current form, would not relieve pressure on depleted
shark populations. The focus of Shark-plan 2 is resource management rather than conservation of
sharks. Given the status of global shark populations, AMCS believes that Australia should be
introducing a framework to reduce the harvesting of sharks from Australian waters and Australia’s
contribution to the international trade in shark products.

Australia is at a critical point in determining how the nation protects sharks, and we urge the
Government to take strong leadership in ensuring healthy shark populations in Australian waters by
creating a genuine, detailed and well resourced Plan of Action for sharks. AMCS strongly believes
Shark-plan 2 can drive a change in the national management of sharks. To that end, we believe the
opportunity to provide Shark-plan 2 with the “teeth” Shark-plan 1 lacked must not be missed.

Below we list areas of specific concern with the draft Shark-plan 2, as well as offering
recommendations on how these can be addressed:

1. Lack of an Implementation Strategy

Shark-Plan 2 lacks an implementation strategy. This was a crucial omission from Shark-Plan 1, and
was noted as such in the Bodsworth Review”. Without such a strategy, there is no means by which the
progress in delivering Shark-plan 2 can be judged, or a way of assessing if Shark-Plan 2 results in any
tangible advances in shark conservation and management.

Recommendation:

Shark-Plan 2 should be accompanied by an Implementation Strategy, detailing which agency is
responsible for the actions listed in Table 2 and what the timeframes are for completion of each
Action.

2. Shark Implementation Review Committee

The Shark Implementation Review Committee (SIRC) will again oversee supervision, implementation
and benchmarking of the overall performance of Shark-plan 2. Currently, SIRC membership is
government based and lacks full stakeholder participation. In particular, there is a lack of Non-
Governmental Organisation (NGO) representation on the Committee. Given the expertise of NGOs on
both international and national shark conservation, the NGO sector would contribute significantly to
SIRC and this exclusion needs to be addressed.

Recommendation: To ensure transparency and accountability, as well as secure stakeholder
confidence in Shark-plan 2, AMCS strongly recommends that representatives from the NGO sector are
included on the SIRC.

3. Resourcing the plan

The Bodsworth Review* highlighted the necessity of funding to ensure implementation of Shark-plan
2 Actions. This requirement is referenced within Shark-plan 2: “ Resourcing for the implementation of
actions, monitoring and evaluation will also be key to the effectiveness for Shark-plan 2 (P.10).
However, this key issue is not addressed in Shark-plan 2: “...the plan does not have a dedicated budget
for implementation” (P.26). Resourcing is critical to the success of the plan but, without funding,
AMCS is concerned that the implementation of any of Shark-plan 2’s actions will be severely limited.



Recommendation: To ensure Shark-plan 2 can deliver on its objectives, AMCS recommends the
addition of a funding plan detailing the resources needed to implement the plan and how these
resources will be provided. At the very least, the plan must attribute budget figures to individual
actions and indicate where funding for each of these Actions will come from.

4. Precautionary approach

Shark-plan 2 must advance a more precautionary approach to the management of sharks given the
importance of shark populations to marine ecosystem structure and function and the limited scientific
information about the status of or effects of fishing on shark populations. Although the precautionary
principle is defined in Shark-plan 2, the document does not contain adequate demonstration of the
application of the principle to shark fisheries management and fails, therefore, to address the concerns
that the term is “liberally interpreted” (Bodsworth Review*, P.27).

Recommendation: AMCS recommends Shark-plan 2 specifies how the precautionary principle will be
applied to fisheries management to promote the conservation of sharks. We recommend including an
Action within Table 2, Issue 5, committing to enforcement of extremely conservative Total Allowable
Catches where no stock assessment of the target or by-catch shark species exists, coupled with a firm
commitment to conducting the relevant stock assessments as a high priority. Shark-plan 2 should also
specify the use of CSIRO/AFMA Ecological Risk Assessment (ERA) approach as the minimum
standard when assessing risks to sharks in Australian waters. The FRDC sponsored National ESD Risk
Assessment approach for fisheries is not sufficiently precautionary and, in the absence of sufficient
data on shark populations, is therefore not appropriate for shark fishery risk assessment.

5. Consistency in shark finning legislation

Table 2, Issue 3: Action 6 should explicitly state that anti-finning measures implemented are consistent
with those adopted by the Commonwealth Government, which requires all sharks to be landed with
their fins naturally attached. The adoption of standard legislation across all States, Territory and
Commonwealth jurisdictions is imperative. AMCS understands that DAFF are already moving
forward with the assessment of more comprehensive trade data collection and analysis (Table 2, Issue
3: Action 7). Therefore, Action 7 has already been addressed.

Recommendation: AMCS recommends that Shark-plan 2 establish a fins-attached policy requiring
that all State, Territory and Commonwealth fisheries adopt a policy requiring all sharks to be landed
with fins naturally attached. AMCS also recommends a new Action be added to Issue 3 to monitor the
effectiveness of and compliance with the fins attached policy. Given Action 7 has already been
addressed, Shark-plan 2 should move forward from assessing the potential for comprehensive trade
data collection and analysis, towards implementation of the results of the assessment process.

6. Shark control programs

Table 2, Issue 3: Action 12 aims to assess the impact of shark control programs for bather protection.
AMCS holds concerns about the number of threatened, endangered and protected (TEP) marine
species, including sharks, caught in shark control nets on the NSW and QLD coastline. AMCS
believes that the shark nets contribute to the decline of some of Australia’s most vulnerable sharks,
such as grey nurse sharks (listed as Critically Endangered under the NSW Fisheries Management Act
1994) and great white sharks, which are protected under Federal law (listed as Vulnerable and
Migratory on the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999). Shark nets are
also listed as a Key Threatening Process in the NSW Fisheries Management Act 1994,

Recommendation: Shark-plan 2 should facilitate the removal of shark nets in QLD and NSW, in order
to protect vulnerable shark species and other TEP species. The plan should encourage the investigation
and development of alternative measures for bather protection.



7. Recreational shark fishing

Recreational fishing accounts for a significant quantity of shark catch in Australia, but there is limited
co-ordinated information on recreational catch statistics across the States and Territories. It is
imperative Shark-plan 2 facilitates improvements in the management of recreational fisheries that
target sharks.

Recommendation: AMCS recommends that the priority rating for Issue 8 in Table 2 be increased from
Medium to High. The focus should be on the establishment and implementation of better management
measures for recreational shark fisheries across all jurisdictions. Indigenous and recreational shark
catches should also be built into the calculation and allocation of commercial catch quotas.

8. Improvements in shark catch data

As noted in Shark-plan 2, “SAR2 found that addressing many of the issues identified relied on the
fundamental need for improvement in the quality of shark catch and effort data” (P.14). A number of
fisheries in Australia are still output controlled by quotas based on non-existent or inadequate stock
assessments. Stock assessments underpin effective fisheries management.

Recommendation: AMCS recommends that Table 2, Issue 5 priority rating be raised from Medium to
High.

9. Bycatch mitigation

The AFMA Chondrichthyan Technical Working Group developed the Chondrichthyan guide for
fisheries managers: A practical guide to mitigating chondrichthyan bycatch® in order to provide
fisheries managers with guidance on how to mitigate chondrichthyan TEP and high-risk species by-
catch. The Actions listed under Table 2, Issue 12 should explicitly refer to the implementation and
trials of the findings of the document. AMCS supports the implementation intentions expressed in the
actions in Issue 12.

Recommendation: AMCS recommends that the actions listed under Issue 12, Table 2, explicitly refer
to the Chondrichthyan guide for fisheries managers: A practical guide to mitigation chondrichthyan
bycatch®.

10. Sustainability of imported shark product

AMCS is concerned about the lack of intention to assess the sustainability of imported shark products.
This was a recommendation of SAR2®. There are conservation and sustainability concerns about the
source of some shark products imported to Australia. Whilst there are controls in place to regulate
shark harvesting in Australian waters, it is questionable whether comparable measures exist in other
countries that export shark products to Australia. A revision of import and export trade codes was a
specific action of Shark-plan 1, recognised in both SAR2® and the Bodsworth Review” yet it has not
been addressed to date. Comprehensive trade codes are essential to facilitating better monitoring of
shark product trade.

Recommendation: AMCS recommends that a new Issue is added to Table 2, spelling out a
commitment to reviewing and assessing the sustainability of imported shark products, investigating the
restriction of non-sustainably sourced shark products and applying comprehensive trade codes to shark
import and export products.

11. Identification of critical habitat for sharks
The International Plan Of Action - Sharks calls for critical habitats to be determined and protected.
With the exception of grey nurse sharks, action on this recommendation has been lacking in Australia.

Recommendation: AMCS recommends that a commitment to assessment of critical habitat is included
in Table 2 for, as a minimum, species of shark listed as threatened under the EPBC Act or equivalent
State or Territory legislation. In addition, we recommend a commitment to implementing protection of
that critical habitat though the gazetting of marine reserves.



In conclusion, although stakeholders widely considered that Australia’s first NPOA Sharks played an
insignificant role in shark conservation, AMCS believes Shark-plan 2 can help provide Australia with
the strategy necessary to once more become a global leader in shark conservation best practise. As it
stands, however, Shark-plan 2 is inhibited by the absence of an over-arching policy on shark
conservation, a lack of an implementation strategy and a lack of funding to support delivery. Detailed
actions are absent and the plan lacks a means to benchmark and monitor progress of any outcomes
against the actions. These fundamental omissions mean Shark-plan 2 will be subject to suffering the
same pit-falls as the first.

In recognition of the global plight of shark species, AMCS believes it is imperative these key
shortcomings are addressed in order to demonstrate that “Australian governments are committed to the
conservation and management of sharks and their long-term sustainable use” (Shark-plan 2, P. 3) and
to ensure that Shark-plan 2 meets the objectives of the IPOA-Sharks, to “ensure the conservation and
management of sharks and their long-term sustainable use”.

Many AMCS supporters and members of the public share our concerns over the inadequacy of the
draft Shark-plan 2 and share our hope that the plan can be greatly improved. Over the past week
around 2,000 people have signed up to a petition calling for a stronger Plan of Action to protect sharks
in Australian waters. The signed petition is attached to this letter. We provide this demonstration of
public concern as added support for and encouragement to the Australian government to address the
fundamental limitations of Shark-plan 2 and to develop a final plan that returns Australia to a position
of global leadership in shark conservation.

We would be happy to meet and discuss any of these comments and concerns with you further. Please
feel free to contact me on toonimahto@amcs.org.au, or 07 3846 6777.

Yours sincerely,

Tooni Mahto
Marine Campaigns Officer,
Australian Marine Conservation Society
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PETITION:

Australia’s draft 2011 National Plan of Action for the Conservation and Management of Sharks
(Shark-plan 2)

We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned that the draft Shark-plan 2 is a document of inaction that will
not serve to protect sharks in Australian waters. It lacks ‘teeth’, lacks action and lacks funding to support
implementation. Rather than taking shark conservation forward, the draft plan is a backwards step from
Shark-plan 1.

Australia’s approach to shark conservation risks falling well behind best international practice. We urge
the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry to bring Australia into line by ensuring Shark-plan 2
is a real plan of action that can serve to protect sharks in Australian waters. Shark-plan 2 must:

1. Ensure all State and Territory anti-shark finning legislation is in line with Commonwealth law
that require all sharks be landed with fins naturally attached rather than removed at sea.

2. Identify and protect critical habitats for all shark and ray species listed under Federal, State and

Territory legislation.

Restrict imports of shark products derived from unsustainable fisheries.

4. Introduce comprehensive trade codes for import and export to enable adequate monitoring of
Australian trade in shark products.

5. Implement trials of actions to reduce shark and ray bycatch in fisheries.

6. Ensure that the CSIRO/AFMA Ecological Risk Assessments are used to assess and determine
risks to sharks from fishing.

7. Improve transparency and accountability by ensuring that representatives from environmental
NGOs are included in the Shark Implementation Review Committee, which is responsible for the
execution and oversight of the plan.

8. Include a resourcing plan and funding commitments to ensure the actions of the plan are
delivered.

w



First name Last name Postcode Country Comments

Alaina Jones 4107 Australia

Ann-marie Denham 3053 Australia

Beatrice Mangalindan 2000 Australia

Carl Roberts 2153 Australia
Please, we need to protect the kings of our oceans. We need definitive plans, and

Dani Rob 6707 Australia immediate action, especially to stop the despicable practise of shark finning. Show
the rest of the world that it is not acceptable, and we mean business.

David Bibby 3135 Australia

Declan Reynolds 3186 Australia This is such a disgusting process. How can you allow this to happen?

Dianne Carpenter 2151 Australia

Fiona Ross 3053 Australia

lan Garradd 2056 Australia gnrgzllr)é |rs1eti/r2‘f\|sr;tf;§fti:(;1$%r:seﬁgsgrﬁe to plunder all the worlds natural resources

Jamie Skilbeck 3550 Australia
Australia should be leading the way in the conservation and responsible harvest of
sharks in our national waters; it would be a huge disappointment and a great loss

Jessie Wells 4103 Australia if the weak efforts proposed in Shark-plan2 were to be our only response to this
pressing issue. Please act to strengthen this plan, and give sharks a chance at
continued existen(_:e and pop_ulation health. _

Lesley jane Killen 2037 Australia :jtlcéfsllélssbjgggl;t ittr’n:n%ugz}ljrség?t.-We must ensure Shark-plan 2 is a real plan.

Mark Wellard 4064 Australia

Samantha Kent 2131 Australia

Simon Wilson 3194 Australia

A K 4703 Australia

Abhinav Goel 226018 India

Abigail Van Rooyen

Adam Edmonds 3070 Australia

Adam Smurthwaite 2018 Australia

Adam Read 6162 Australia

Adrian Hewitt 546654 South africa

Adrian Dalzotto 2137 Australia

Adrian Fields 4556 Australia
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Spain
Argentina
United states
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France

Australia

United states

United States of
America

Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia

Australia

Uk
Argentina
Slovenija
Italy
Norway
Italy
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia

Australia

| want to ask you politely to give the new Shark Conversation Law a good one!
Make sure that anyone who catches Sharks will be punished, and not lightly, but a
strong punishment! | strongly believe that Shark killing should be prohibited! It's
about time that the Australian Government put it's feet down and protect all the
Sharks in Australian Waters!

Thank you!

When | go diving one of the highlights are seeing a shark. Thouse highlights are
becoming fewer now!

To whom it may concern,
I am a member of the public deeply concerned with the health of Australia's
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marine ecosystems. | therefore applaud the Australian Government's decision to
renew Shark-Plan and continue its work towards the conservation and
management of shark populations in our waters. It is not only an acknowledgment
of the intrinsic value of sharks in terms of maintaining species diversity in our
oceans, but also a recognition of the critical role sharks play within marine
ecosystems.

However, having examined the draft for Shark-Plan 2 | see no concrete plan of
action that would demonstrate the government's true commitment to the protection
of Australian shark populations. Within the list of proposed actions there is far too
much emphasis on reviewing, monitoring and investigating. While it remains
important to continue building on our understanding of the issues, this cannot
remain the focus. 7 years after the national plan of action was first implemented, it
is time to begin acting on the information already gathered. There is a need for
active conservation in the form of concrete strategies and legislation.

| would therefore like to urge the Australian Government to review Shark-Pan 2
and, taking into consideration the recommendations made in the petition above,
transform it into a true plan of action to protect Australian sharks. Maintaining
healthy populations of these magnificent creatures within Australian waters will
help protect the health of our marine environments, as well as the health of the
tourist and fishing industries that rely on them.

Yours sincerely,

Alexander Theodossis, PhD

The situation in our oceans is too serious for half-baked half-plans.
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After studying tertiary level marine biology, | have realised the environmental need
to protect top order predators, such as sharks, and have stopped eating these
fishes. Please take the time to consider their welfare and importance.

Lets join other forward thinking countries such as the Maldives and Hawaii...lets
ban shark finning and provide the greatest protection we can for these beautiful
creatures of our oceans.

Removal of a top apex predator from our oceans will result in an entire shifts of
these ecosystems as we know it.

A perfect example of a trophic cascade is the Sea Otter in the Pacific Ocean.
When Sea Otter numbers were reduced, due to humans hunting them, sea urchin
numbers increased (the sea otters prey)and as a consequence kelp forests
disappeared due to the urchins feeding on the algae. This had implications for
many fish assemblages as they use the kelp for food and habitat.

When Sea Otters were re-introduced to areas in which they had disappeared,
balance in the ecosystem appeared once again and the Kelp Forests grew back.
This is a successful story, but we don't know if it would be the same success for
sharks as we know little about them.

Please protect the sharks with legislation that is sensible.

We need to take action now for future generations to save our planet. Can you
look at the faces of your children and grand-children years from now and explain
to them that right now we had a chance to make a change and instead did
nothing.
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France
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United kingdom
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Please act to save our oceans top predators from us.

It is crucial that Australia act as a leader in shark and marine conservation
immediately to protect our waters for future generations and convey a message
worldwide that marine conservation is essential to maintain SUSTAINABLE
fisheries and the fishing industry.

Sharks are one of the most hunted species in the ocean today. As top predator
they perform a vital function in conserving the overall health of the oceans. Please
conserve and protect sharks in Australian waters. Thank you.

Please show the rest of the world how to do it. It's not just the sharks that are
under threat, it is the health of our oceans.
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You don't need to have a degree in ocean science to understand the impact of the
food-chain if the top part of it disappears. If the oceans die - we die, that's a simple
and proven logic.

Catering to this unsustainable malignant human vermin must stop. Start saving
and protecting what is valuable and beautiful on this planet.

7 million sharks are killed each year in the world. This has to stop if we want to
keep our oceans and planet healthy. With out sharks our oceans will die, and the
last time | looked there is no replacement for Earth.

Sharks are important because they are part of the food chain that we are part of....

Save my diving buddies!!!

http://afrodeaul.over-blog.com/
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please just do the right thing now and no more dilly dallaying its obvious what is
righ from every point of view

Sharks must be protected in every which we can to ensure the balance of the
oceans. And as our duty - we only borrow the world from our children to
paraphrase and old Kenyan saying

PLEASE HELP THE SHARKS TO BE INCLUDED IN CONSERVATION.

i surf and i like sharks.

The total shark catch from the East Coast Fin Fisheries has dropped by 50% over
the past three years due to overfishing and a collapse in shark numbers.

A number of Island nations around the world have banned shark hunting
altogether, and the economy is stronger for it by promoting eco-tourism. This
includes the Bahamas and Honduras.

Several USA states including Hawaii have banned the possession and trade of
shark fin. They have prioritized the protection of sharks over profits.

Australia needs to follow there lead, and protect all threatened shark species in
the same way we protect crocodiles and whales.
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The survival of the human species is ultimately linked to the survival of the shark
species. Short term greed will be at the expense of long term benefit.

Sharks are important for our oceans. Give them a chance and US!!

Sharks are one of evolution's most enduring success stories. Their ancestry
predates even the dinosaurs. To not take real action now in order to help prevent
their demise would be inexcusable. Please do the right thing here.

We really need to protect shark. Without them the ocean ecosystem will perish
and the great barrier reef won't be great at all anymore...

Sharks are thinning all over the world. We have more species in this country than
in other areas of the world. When other regions fish their sharks to extinsion (or
are smart enough to regulate the catching of sharks and ban the finning practices)
those fishers are going to head straight for Australia, if they're not here already.
You can't take the apex predator out of an ecosystem without killing the
ecosystem itself. We have some of the best fishing, boating, diving and general
sea activity areas in the entire world here in Australia. Without the apex predator




Ben
Ben
Ben
Ben
Ben

Ben

Benjamin
Bernard
Bernard
Bernice
Beryl
Bess
Beth

Betty
Bev

Bianca

Bianca

James
Robotham
Pearce
Sale
Watson

Walsh

Birt
Puttaert
Nagle
Klein
Lesmond
Manley
Beck

Murphy
Brewis

Wittkowski

Wirth

2602
VIC3055
4573
4565
6007

2530

2024

1050

3163
D74245
2444
NW117XR
53717

90802-5059
V8vaL4
47506

80937

Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia

Aus

Australia
Belgium
Australia
Germany
Australia
United kingdom
Usa

Usa
Canada

Germany

Germany

all of this declines very quickly.

Here in Adelaide, bag and size limits have saved and re-energized a dying fishery.
It works. Adelaide metropolitan waters are proof of this.

We need to implement strict, enforceable limits on shark fisheries. This will save
our shark population and keep our acquatic ecosystems from collapsing. The
numbers regarding the amount of food Australian waters provide the world are
staggering. We need to protect that.

As well as having better control of the size and amounts of shark catches, we
need to ban shark-finning completely. I've seen the footage, sharks have their fins
cut off and then the rest of them (95% of the fish!) is tossed back over to sink to
the bottom, still alive! This wastage alone is ludicrous not to mention the cruelty.
Taking the shark for its meat (Flake) and then using the fins for soup is one thing,
but it's clear these companies can't be trusted to do this and are decemating a
huge section of the ocean population only to waste nearly all of the animal.
Something needs to be done. Our seas are next.

We need to take a stand and not let these companies destroy one of our countries
biggest asset, it's seas.

The oceans provide us with approx 70% of our oxygen. We need to protect the top
end predators of the ocean to help maintain this ecosystem which we depend on.
Please help us help them.

Finning should NOT be allowed at all......the last sentence on #1 is a huge

In march we have been diving in the waters of Palau. ItA’s wunderful to see the
healthy shark population there. A big country like Australia should be able to
protect their sharks as effective as the small island of Palau. Sharks are important
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for our oceans. Please help to preserve them for the coming generations.

These animals are so important to our environment, and | don't think the people
reaslise the extent of destruction that will result if we lose these species. We are
already on the border line of it being to late for so many shark species, we need to
get this right, right now.

please refrain from Bureaucracy and be a bit more human with these matters.
These animals need our protection.

Lets see, if The Sharks Go Extinct well diseased and sick fish will sky rocket and
infect healthier fish causing population collapse in other fish population with the
sharks and the fish stock we use ( even though its already to the point of collapse
which will be cause more extinctions) so lets see if this helps

In my opinion people caught cutting off shark fins & returning the shark to the
water alive

shld have a limb cut off & be thrown in to the sea alive.

Sharks are a critical part of marine ecosystems and as they are often slow to
mature and reproduce their populations are extremely vulnerable to threats such
as shark-fin fisheries and by-catch from other fisheries. The precautionary
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principle needs to be invoked by managers of shark-fin fisheries as depleted
populations will not be viable for commercial fishing and will take a long time to
recover.

Please, if you are interested in the future of the planet whether on land or in the
sea, which are inseparable, take serious measures to preserve our beautiful and
necessary creatures.

please..... please....

| want our sharks protected

Shark finning is a cruel and wasteful practice which should be outlawed worldwide.
The only way to protect our sharks is to implement the above details and destroy
the hip-pocket of anyone who breaches them. Any shark landed without its fins
intact should be prohibited sale and the people concerned charged accordingly
with repeat offenders having boats and equipment seized and sold to pay for
further implementation of law enforcement and shark protection.

We must do our utmost to help and save these beautiful animals who cannot
protect themselves from thoughtless insensitive selfcentred huan beings

Sharks are one of the oldest animals on the planet... they have been around since
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before there were trees and yet we stand ready to wipe them out within a
generation. Shark finning is far crueler than the cattle slaughter that saw instant
action from government. Just because something happens away from cameras on
the high seas or beneath the ocean doesn't mean it isn't important. Act to stop
shark finning now.

we love sharks

Sharks are extremely important ecologically and need protection.

| am particularly shocked that the shark fin trade continues in Australia even in the
world heritage listed Great Barrier Reef. It is clearly cruel and wasteful. This was
never part of our culture. Are we going to going to allow other countries to corrupt
us in this way. How can we expect the Asians to take us seriously on conservation

We have done enough damage to the oceans and the creatures that live therein.
It's time to think about how to reverse our actions and act responsibly for the future
of this ecosystem.

Sharks are essential to the health of our oceans. Please ensure their continuing
safety.

Who would have thought that we would have to petition to save life in the ocean?
How sad for our children to have to live this way.

Australia has some of the most remarkable land and marine life in the world- set
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an example for the rest of the world in protecting and conserving it.

| was at Stradbroke Island last month and on the beach were 7 shark heads with
their teeth missing. We assumed that they were taken as trophies. | understand it
is difficult to oversee the seas, but doing nothing about this kind of marine
slaughter seems ridiculous. We need apex predators in the water to continue the
cycle of ocean life. If they are being hunted out, what hope is there for all other
marine life.

Its their ocean, we can't live in it or give anything to it other than destruction in the
form of pollution, yet we seem to take from it. From our oil spills to the constant
leaching of fertillisers, and other toxic contaminates from our poor environmental
practices on the land. We take too much from the ocean without giving anything
productive back.

This shark protection and management can provide valuable legislative
infrastructure to the practices that we undertake to manage our constant greed,
whilst improving our relationship with the oceans and its creatures.

Sharks may not be pretty but | care about them as important to ocean ecology and
as unigue species

Sharks are key predators in the oceans, by decimating their populations for a
luxury food, we run the risk of irreversibly changing ocean food webs and
ecosystem dynamics. The consequences of such a catastrophic food web
collapse can only be guessed at, but may have disasterous effects for human food
supplies in the future. As the self appointed 'intelligent' species, humans have the
foresight to predict these consequences and must act to prevent this from
occurring. The greed of a few should not be allowed to destroy the continuity of
nature for all kinds of species!
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Australia seems to be caught up in what they should do as opposed to what they
wish they could do. As so many species futures seem to be in peril these days in
is definately time to act decisive and make firm policies. Recognizing that although
sharks may not be a favoured creature they too have a place in the balance of
earths creatures. Finning seems to be a horrific waste and a very barbaric
practice, please get on board with the other coutries who are banning this.

Protect our sharks...please!
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Sharks are essential as top order predators. Removing them affects the whole
food web. We need sharks to keep fish and other populations healthy.

Please do the right thing!!

Pourquoi le gouvernement Australien n'AGlimine t'il pas plutA't les requins de la
finance ?

This plan is the bare minimum needed to keep shark populations stable. | am
afraid that these measures don't even go far enough. | believe that all shark
products should be banned(sale and production). Other countries around the
world have already set precedents for this. It is a disgrace that sharks caught in
shark nets are later finned.

This can not wait for it maybe already too late.

Sharks are an essential part of the marine ecological balance. Mismanaging the
top predators would eventually lead to vast loss of species. | do not want my great
grandchildren to have to eat only jelly fish and sea urchins with their chips.

will vote for government that takes action on marine conservation. | love my
oceans and | vote as well.
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Why don't you ban shark fin soup etc in Australia, maybe then the species will
have a chance. Fine those who use this cruel practice .

Please stop Shark finning!

Stop this shame, directly!!!!

| strongly urge you to protect our beautiful marine environment, and the amazing
sharks that live here. If we don't protect them now, they will be gone forever. Think
long term, think of biodiversity, think of eco tourism and please preserve the
sharks and their habitat

| feel digusted particulary that the practice of shark finning can occur anywhere in
the world.
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It is time to take sharks out of the fishing basket. If a couple of highly directed
fisheries can sustain very low catches of one or two whaler species, and 'maybe’
gummy sharks, then so be it. Other than that, Australian governments continuing
to legitimise byproduct and bycatch of sharks during other fishing operations
undermines the integrity of Australia's fisheries management ethos.

| implore the Australian government to stop bowing to pressure from industry and
to invest in regulations and bycatch reduction practices to take sharks out of the
fishing framework. An arguement for such can no longer be scientifically justified.
Regards

Craig Bohm

Besides being magnificent creatures, sharks hold a major and important role in the
environment and in the oceans. We must protect their future at any cost. Our
future depends on it. Thank you.

Having dived with a shark | realise what a pull they can be for our tourism industry.
Please use the Shark Plan Il to improve the situations for sharks in Australian
waters.

| flew over Hervey bay yesterday and searched for sharks for two hours.....not one
to be seen. | flew over the same bay 35 years ago and it was full of sharks mainly
Tigers..where have they gone...answer fished out by all and sundry. Think about
this fact. What are we doing to our environment
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It is time for Mankind to START Being GOOD STEWARDS OF THE EARTH!!! I'll
leave you with this--- WE DO NOT INHERIT THE EARTH FROM OUR
ANCESTORS,WE BORROW IT FROM OUR CHILDREN! --Native American
Proverb

These sharks are in our waters, why wouldnt we protect them? seems the logical
choice doesnt it? but then again our country is run by a bunch of morons and
idiots who cave into anything a foreign country says, how about we stop livingin
primitive times and actually start protecting our planets resources so in the future
we can actually still live here. its simple biology, if you take the top predator out of
an eco-system, u are met with a population boom of the providers (fish), they then
deplete every last source of food and then die leaving us with nothing to harvest, i
thought they taught you that in primary school.

It pains me to think that as a forward moving people, us Australians have not as
yet addressed the crisis in our beautiful yet fragile oceans. Come on Canberra
step your game!

Top predators deserve top conservation!

Please do the world a favor and watch the Canadian documentary Sharkwater -
the entire world needs our sharks

We need to make a long term, strict commitment to the protection of sharks in
Australia
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Sharks, and mother nature have rights too!

Please protect these important creatures.

This is an opportunity for the current government to show that the Liberals aren't
all about shooting and industry, that they also have some credentials in the
environmental debate

The live cattle issue (2011) shows that Australians are not willing to accept animal
cruelty - If Australians saw the treatment that sharks recieve when being de-finned
the same reaction may occur. Lets prevent this from happening.

healthy shark populations are vital to preservation of most fish species.This fact is
not known to most people who believe the reverse is true. Sharks are being wiped
out worldwide by finning and general fishing pressure.

get with the times! we need these ancient creatures to keep our oceans
healthy...let alone they have as much right to exist as we....

| know that there are noisy and powerful (though mis-informed) lobby groups who
are making lots of noise about this being a solution, but as our fisheries are getting
smaller, catches getting lower and the overall health of our seas in decline, | urge
you to act as a leader and tighten up the rules on sharks.

Sharks are a vital part of the ecosystem and thus integral to a sustainable fishing
and tourist industry in particular.
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We in the U.S. need to help protect sharks too. | see Australia as being a
potential leader in the region to kick-start the fight against horrific animal abuses in
Asia, however.

We must protect the sharks. they are a vital part of the cycle of life in the oceans.
Endangering them endangers all life.

Sharks are beautiful and usefull for the ecosystem. Victims of bad legends.

sharks are a necessary part of the food web and top predators prevent animals
lower down the chain from proliferating too much.

PLEASE PLEASE PROTECT THESE BEAUTIFUL ANIMALS...

The plan doesn't go far enough for the survival of Grey Nurse species on the coast
of NSW which are critically endangered. The state governments must be brought
in line for a national shark plan. As far as the Great Barrier Reef is concerned and
| have dived that frequently over the last 15 years and | am sad to report there are
far less sharks now, to the point you have to be extremely lucky to see one. | don't
think the plan will save sharks in Australian waters as fishers are ruthlessly
catching and only landing fins even on the GBR in spite of the federal law stating
the whole animal needs to be landed for a soup!

Sharks are a valuable asset to marine eco systems as the top predator help keep
the balance in the ocean. If they disappear these eco systems will break down. It
is already happening on the GBR where once sharks were plentiful, now you are
extremely lucky to see one. Australia is already losing out to countries like The
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Maldives, Palau and the Bahamas in dive tourism. Divers on the GBR are nearly
all beginners and snorkellers, as experienced divers are travelling overseas to see
sharks and coral reefs full of live and not in decline like the GBR.

Please don't let these amazing creatures die out. What a shame,a real shame. A
nightmare | do not want to sleep with.We all need to get some balls ( Aussie style)
and do something NOW.

EVOLVE!

You can only keep your oceans alive by giving sharks a fair chance an stop the
finning and caching sharks for their meat immedeatly.Otherwise you risk if noticing
the neccessity of sharks when its toooooooo00 late.

A healthy environment, whether be our oceans or on the land is dependant on
humans respecting it. Act now for our childrens sake.

Please be a leader in conservation.

We must take action NOW, until we still have sharks in the oceans, once we don't
have sharks, we have no oxygen. Not to mention the cruelty that is a disgrace to
humanity - what gives the right to humans to cut off the fins of sharks, then let
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them drown to the bottom of the oceans?? Outrageous, that this can be legally
permitted. Please protect our planet by protecting our oceans and its creatures,
before its too late.

Please take note of the above recommendations.
Dorothy Booth

I am in agreement with this proposal for numerous reasons that many can fully
understand with very little education. | work in validation of shark age and growth.
These animals need our help and this action is the right place to start.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Allen Andrews, Ph.D.

NOAA Fisheries - Hawaii

We have allowed huge damaging changes to the ecology of our oceans and shark
protection is the tip of the iceberg. If sharks are adequately protected the rest of
the ecosystem will be too.

Some country needs to take the lead in protecting ocean species for us all.

All life is One source - harming others we harm ourselves. Planet is a living
organism and all sentient beings who are living here are Erthlings - the way for
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humans to survive is to embrace the harmony and love and compassion with
allthat live.

We are all One.

When one is harmed, all are harmed.

When one is helped, all are helped.

sharks are necessary in our waters as they are the cleaners and they keep away
diseases by eating the carrion and keeping watch on our oceans.

Finning is extremely cruel and must be stopped.

Sting rays are superb swimmers doing ballet in the sea and must also be kept
alive and strong in our oceans.

| strongly urge you to take action to protect sharks in Australian waters. While
sharks are often seen as dangerous animals they are in fact vital to the well being
of our marine environment. Please do all you can to protect these important and
essential marine creatures.

HUMANS ARE DESTROYING EVERYTHING, PLEASE, SAVE WHAT YOU CAN.

Killing sharks is the same as poaching elephant for their tusks. Unworthy of
human behaviour.
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| am an undergraduate at Murdoch University studying Marine Science. | have
learnt about our amazing oceans and when | read all of the articles about our
deleting fish stocks, how the oceans are worst then what was predicted, and can
never be truly recovered it empowers me to know | have to help. But until | have
may degree there is only so much | can do, so please as leaders of our country
use your power now to help conserve sharks in Australian waters.

Sharks are an important part of the oceans ecosystems. They are amazing to
watch and it would be such a shame if they were no longer around. Their
populations have declined dramatically already, and shark finning is just so cruel.
We need to protect our sharks!

| totally agree with the above comments re the protection of sharks no matter what
part of Australia they 'swim' in. In today's world we do not need to have shark fin
soup or even use the meat. Same goes for the ray species. Other fish can be
used for our meals with much less environmental impact.
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stop the destruction of the largest ecosystem on the planet before
the point of no return!

| love sharks,so do my children .My son is 4 years old and he and his friends do
find sharks cool,please give sharks and the children of the future a chance to live
in a world where sharks are better protected.

They are top predators and keep our oceans healthy!!!

Please take action. Sharks may not be lovable and cute, but they are vital to the
ocean's existance. Please see the bigger picture.

We urgently need to protect australian oceans - please protect the sharks! Thank
you, Fiona
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If the Asians donA’t have any sharks in their waters, than they canA't eat fin-soup
anymore!!! Could be it, but globalization and of course money makes it possible.
Fin-soup used to be a wedding meal, sushi was a meal for sundays in Japan and
now? The whole world eats it every day... they wouldnt notice rubberfins with
artifical shark flavour ;)

Thank you for your effotrs to date. Please consider giving meaningful support as
is ooutlined in tb=he body of this message: bycatch and imports and habitiats are
some vital elements.

Protect Sharks!

My family has the right to live in a clean and healthy world. To ignore the plight of
these ecosystems and the organism that hold it together is suicide. Humans get
80% of our oxygen from the oceans. If the oceans die, we die. It's as simple as
that.

PLEASE.
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Preservation of our shark populations as is critical as those of our exotic species.
Please take the necessary action to ensure the viable future for these creatures.
Sharks are an essential part of marine ecology. Protecting them NOW will help in
keeping our oceans sustainable.

Sharks need action IMMEDIATELY.

We are such a lucky country with our diverse terrestrial and marine wildlife let's
conserve what we have and implement an effective program to protect our sharks

This is a pivotal time for the protection of the oceans around Australia with the
proposal for the designation of Marine Sanctuaries. You can help to protect the
world's marine diversity. Please act now!

Shark fin soup should be actively campaigned against.

I'm a chef & Scuba Diver, given the choice these fish should be protected rather
than hunted!!

Ensure all State and Territory anti-shark finning legislation is in line with
Commonwealth law that require all sharks be landed with fins naturally attached
rather than removed at sea.

We are falling behind in the conservation of our marine-life. Wake Up

We need to stop destroying the great wonders of our oceans nature should be
protected for the right reasons - it is not a renewable resource that it is currently be
managed
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A complete ban of shark finning and sale/trade of shark fins would be preferred.

Please don't wait until it is too late, take action now!
| want my children to inherit what | inherited.

Dear Ms. Gillard,

don't you feel embarrassed that such a big country as Australia is behind little
island states [e.g. Palau, Bahama, Maldives] when it comes to protect the sharks -
and therefore the oceans at a whole?

As a big island we should protect and conserve the waters we live in - don't you
agree?

| trust in you and your government to do the right thing and give real teeth to the
shark protection.

Yours sincerely,

Harald Grabner

Please act urgently to protect sharks in Australian waters.
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Please follow other enlightened nations and make an adequate protection plan for
sharks. They are essential to the health of our oceans.

SharkPlan 2 is nothing more than a rehash of SharkPlan1, implemented 7 yrs ago.
In this time, 700 million sharks have been removed from oceans all over the world,
many from Australian waters. Pay less lip-service & do something CONCRETE to
protect your sharks.

please, help

| would love to visit Australia to dive with sharks. Please protect your natural
resources, especially sharks.

We should unite our forces to save our oceans and all living creatures that depend
on it. Because if the oceans die, we all die!

Please implement the eight steps described and strengthen the National Shark
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Plan. Our sharks are worth so much to our economy through eco-tourism and our
ecology through keeping the balance of the ocean's ecosystems. They are in such
dire straights around the world, yet poorer countries dependent on fisheries are
moving to protect them. Please strengthen this plan, as the seminal guiding
document on managing our sharks. Thank you.

Shark finning is a barbaric, unjustifiable waste of marine life. If Australia doesn't
outlaw this practice, we're not doing justice to ourselves or our environment.
Please act NOW and send a message to the wanton wasters who are devastating
one of the world's great survivors - the sharks who have been here for millions of
years - but will be wiped out by uncaring greed for a tasteless piece of gristle.
Unbelievable idiocy!!

Sharks are vital to the health of the ocean and our planet and we need a real plan
of action to protect them in our waters. Other places around the world are stepping
up to the mark and protecting their sharks. Rather than being left behind, Australia
can be a world leader in shark conservation if we take action now.

I have been diving for 33years & been involved in several shark research
programs in the Coral Sea. | mourn the loss of sharks and the grouper/cod family
that has been observed during my diving life. The cruel practice of removing shark
fins is abhorent & immoral as it only satisfies the greed of others whilst sacrificing
our species. Protection needs to happen immediately.
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We must save and protect our precious sharks before it is too late.

Sharks forma naimportant role in our marine ecosystem and need protection along
with other species.

If you have the time, it is worth watching the wonderful nature documentary,
Sharkwater - especially on the big screen.

Sharks are an important part of marine ecosystems: they must be protected.

Countries are banning shark finning every day. Please protect your sharks now.
World opinion is fast growing against shark finning. Hopefully shark fin soup will
soon be a thing of the past.

As a marine biologist and wildlife filmmaker | very much appreciate the importance
of sharks to the health and resilience of the marine environment and urge you to
greatly improve their protection.

Our life depends on all the links in our delicate ecosystem staying strong. The
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shark is a vital link in our underwater ecosystem. Please act to stop unnecessary
killing.

| don't want to tell my grandchildren that the reason sharks and other marine life
are extinct is because of the Gillard government's weakness and greed in bending
to lobby groups by allowing them to rape our seas to feed the wealthy in Asia.
Shark fin soup - few Australians have ever eaten it, and never will. Australians
don't eat stingrays either. If Asia has fished out its waters, why should we allow
them to do it to us? We must respect our sea and all that lives in it.

Wake up AUSTRALIA....... don't allow our sharks to be driven to extinction. Some
shark species take 15 - 25 years to reach sexual maturity and produce as few as
one pup per year. Shark fishing, finning and so called 'shark control programs' are
threatening our shark and ray populations. We need tighter laws and more
protection before more species are added to the endangered list.

| have read Shark-plan 2 and | am truly disappointed to see how equivocal it is.
Sharks don't need ‘consistency' and 'more accurate data' and whatever other
mealy-mouthed terms are in the document. Sure, those things are useful, but we
need to take action. Real, bold action. Conservation shouldn't be a political
football. Sharks are apex predators; without them, the whole ecosystem is
irrevocably altered. | get that there are economic interests, but the fishing industry
is demonstrably unsustainable; the oceans are in really serious trouble from a
number of fronts; shark conservation is just one small part, and if we are not
prepared to take action on this, then what will we do? In addition to the points
outlined above, | call on the government to:

Thank younfor taking the time to read this. Please do something to save our
oceans.

Regards

Janet Brunckhorst

| have had lunch in a Chinese restaurant in Sydney which had shark fin soup on
the menu - how can we allow this?
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| strongly believe that sharks are vital for the health and sustainability of our
waters.

Please help sharks in waters around Australia to survive.

Please take this petition seriously. In regards to conervation efforts we do not have
the luxury of being wrong or misguided and the correcting the second time around!

Protect the sharks NOW!

Sharks are vital to our Oceans, without them the ecosystem will fall. We take
75,000 sharks each year from the oceans this is no longer sustainable. We need
to find new ways of feeding an ever growing population. Sharks are also beautiful
animals, we know little about them and yet they surpass human life on earth.
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Please give consideration to the preservation of sharks, and their habitat.

kind regards

Jeni Nichols

Please protect our sharks - they are keystone predators and very important for life
in our oceans as we know it!

We need to protect sharks now before it's too late. These animals are slow to
mature, breed late and have few young. Their numbers are falling.

Dear DAFF,

This is so important and these steps quite simple. It is unbalanced for the
government to introduce a carbon tax and not take appropriate action to protect
our ocean heritage from wasteful, cruel and thoughtless fishing practices. An
island nation, with some of the great wonders of the earth along our northern and
western coasts, we should be at the forefront of science and regulatory practices
designed to protect our precious resources.

Australia needs stronger conservation measures to ensure we protect our sharks!
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I've scuba dived with the lovely Grey Nurse, and have given up all non sustainable
seafood in the last couple of years...let's protect our valuable species!

Please think about the bigger picture and the consequences for the ecosystem
and everyone in the long-term, as well as the practise of shark finning being
inhumaine. Thank you.

We need to protect sharks before it is too late. Crazy enough that we are killing
animals that lived 150 million years before dinosaurs anyways.

We humans share this planet with so many other wonderful creatures, all of which
are a major part of the food chain. Without the protection of these creatures,
including sharks, humans will ultimately be the ones who suffer. | urge the
government to protect these important and wonderful creatures of the ocean. It is
our duty.

Australia is firmly out of step with growing international recognition of the
importance of marine parks to conserve, protect and restore our oceans for the
marine life particularly sharks whose numbers have been decimated by the
barbaric, cruel & unsustainable shark finning in both international & Australian
waters. Therefore | and my family want a real plan of action that will protect sharks
from overfishing not an inept, inaction of another of Shark Plan No.2.

We must protect the ocean to protect ourself. The oceans creatures can't protect
themself against humans so we need to help them

thanks for reading this!

The importance of protecting all levels of marine ecosystems is so well researched
and supported. Remove the apex predators and carrion removers ie sharks is to
destroy the balance of an areas ecology.

The effects are beyond the sadness of this. From a world perspective we share
the planet. From an economic perspective protected areas have great flow over
effects, look at Leith in New Zealand.

Avoid protection and listen to vested business interests might win a few votes but
in due course all we will have to eat in jellyfish!

Kind Regard Jim

Enact & Pass new laws that punish fishermen for removing the fins off the sharks
with heavy fines and prison time.

We are morally and spiritually obligated to be good stewards of this planet and
that includes the sharks....honor it. Thank you.
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A disgrace, unnecesary. Respect for all living creatures and the role they play in
our system. High order predators missing from the system can be catasrophic.

It is an absolute outrage that the cutting off of shark fins and tossing the doomed
creature back into the oceans to suffer an awful death is being allowed by our
government. If the time arises when there are actually too many sharks in some
species then at least insist that the whole creature be utilised and that a few
selfish greedy people do not benefit from the very cruel practice of fin harvesting.

Please, let's show the rest of the world we ARE serious about marine
conservation...

We need to protect these beautiful and misunderstood creatures.

| would be very pleased if at least Australia with such a huge flow of international
tourist (and many of them dive) would protect sharks from being fished. | visited
Australia the first time mainly to see sharks and I'm deeply concerned by plans to
increase shark fishery.
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Protect Sharks

| strongly believe in Shark Parks but | also believe we should allow controlled
commercial shark shark fishing once the numbers have built up.

Being a keen diver of some 30 years experience the drastic reduction in shark
numbers is becoming glaringly obvious. It is a given that a healthy ecosystem
requires preservation of the environments top predators. As this is not currently
the practice | urge you to consider a real plan of action to prevent future ecological
disasters.

Save all Australian sharks!

Sharks must be protected !!!

To whom it may concern

Please protect these Alpha predator as they preform a vital role in maintain the
marine balance.

Jon
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I live in Spain and | know from my four years of experience talking to Spaniards
that sharks are one of Australia's big drawcards. Please be responsible leaders
and exemplary politicians so that we can feel proud of our country in the rest of the
world.

Please make shark conservation work!

As an open water scuba intructor, | must say how important this is. Esp. for
Australia, whose Barrier Reef provides tons of tourist income. Be smart about this,

I have been diving the South Coast of NSW for over 20 years and in that time the
sharks have gone from plentiful (30 plus per dive) to rare (lucky to see 1 or 2. If we
don't do something soon the only sharks we will have will in a museum.

I am worried about all the sharks that are being slaughtered. | support strong
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protection for theses apex predators

Please stop this barbaric slaughter of sharks as they too are important in the food
chain. The killingo fthem is cruel and senseless only for ego based glory in
countries uncaring about protection of our endangered species Julie

| have read the draft for Shark Plan 2 thoroughly and am disappointed to see
very little effective proposals for shark protection. The need for even more
assessments seven years after the implementation of SP1 goes to show how
ineffective the original Shark Plan was and this draft is nothing more than a rehash
of that. Certain issues are not accorded sufficient priority and no concrete
proposals have been suggested. This barren & fruitless document does nothing
for sharks and requires more decisive actions.

despite this government's track record of backing down on all environmental or
conservation issues, and the difficulties of enforcing trade codes against
desperate greed, it's time the Aust. government & appropriate authorities acted to
stop this ghastly practice.

Greed has surpassed humanity

People should know about the importance of sharks in the oceans and if that is not
enough, think about the money value of a live shark, which according to studies in
your country, Australia, can be 17,000 times more than that of a dead shark. A
single reef shark can be worth $ 2 million over it's life time. Is that worth killing
them for a soup that has no taste?

We need to preserve these apex predator's and ultimately the natural food chain. |
know | certainly don't want to rely on Jelly fish and seaweed for a staple diet in the
future!!
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Please listen. This is a VERY IMPORTANT issue. The sharks are just one delicate
piece in a faltering marine eco system. We still have time but only just. This
problem will not go away but continue to worsen until we act.

| am a final year Bachelor of Science student at Griffith University, majoring in
Marine Biology and Ecotourism. | am signing the petition in hopes that the
Government will compose a real plan of action that will safeguard the future of
Australian sharks.

THE SHARKS IN THE WATERS AROUND THE WORLD SHOULD BE
PROTECTED AND BE LEFT ALONE IN THE OCEANS TO SWIM FREELY. SO
COME ON LETS ALL HELP THESE ANIMALS OF THE OCEANS LIVE FREE.

Sharks keep our oceans healthy and are a valuable ecotourism industry. Please
act now to protect shark populations in our waters.

Thank you.

Karen Rogers

Sharks are beautiful, amazing creatures that need and deserve our care and
protection!!

Shark-finning is a brutal, barbarbaric practice! Australia says NO to such cruelty!

Alert phase red for our sharks !!! Take action to protect sharks !!!
We need to instigate plans to protect sharks , particularly from those who cut off
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their fins and throw the live shark back to die. This is not only cruel but a complete
waste. We really need to protect the balance in our ocean environment.

If little Pacific countries like Palau can create shark sanctuaries and ban finning,
what the hell is stopping Australia?

| hope you will amend the plan to insure better protection for shark. What is
happening to them is wrong and we must do all that is possible to make sure they
survive. | write this because what is happening is wrong and i care about what
happens to sharks.

Please protect all Australian sharks from fishing.

Sharks do not get the protection necessary and needed in our waters, they are
awesome creatures that play a hugely important part in the marine ecosystem,
protect the population now!!

~No Fin No Shark No Future period.
~Save Sharks Save The Oceans Save Ourselves.
~For The Sharks For The Oceans For The Future.
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These sharks need saving as the are an important part of the ecosystems and a
keystone species. Surely using them as an advantage to tourism is better than
extinction

Sharks are vital to the ecosystem, without them not only will the oceans fail, so will
human life. Please do all that you van to help save the oceans by making a shark
conservation to protect all sharks. Thank you.

no more finning..unnecessary

The value of sharks for the diving and tourism industries surely outweighs their
value to the fppd industry (if not economically, definitely morally)

For the Oceans.

| think we should be doing more to save our sharks we have a very big chance to
show the rest of the world how to take care of our marine life
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Put conservation above short term cheap imports of products that destroy our
environment. It will actually win more votes, not less. You saw the reaction to the
cruel beef slaughter, wait for a video again on shark finning.

ItA’s terrible what we do to the sharks and the oceans. Sharks maintain the
biological balance in the oceans and must be protected at all cost.

eventually everything will run out the way we treat the planet. unlike the economy,
nature doesnt have a constant growth to rely on. it will soon be depleted. please
take action to protect out marine life
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NO MORE FLAKE.

Shark fin soup may be a part of Asian culture, but is NOT an essential one. Sharks
play a key part in the ocean. There is no question which is more important.
Sharks!

What happens when they are all gone?

Minister, you need to explain to the people of Australia how the 2011 draft Shark
Plan-2 is implementing your commitment to the Convention on Biological Diversity
and protecting apex predators most essential to maintaining the diversity of the
marine ecosystem.

Please act now to strengthen protection for sharks in oceans around Australia-
without them we are lost!

We need sharks n ordr for the ecosystem to work correctly. At present there are
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not enough sharks left to maintain a balance. STOP SHARK FISHING
ANYWHERE IN AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND WATERS!

keep them in the ocean!!!

Sharks are an amazing species that has survived for millions of years, only to
meet destruction at the hands of those who neither understand nor appreciate
their intelligence and usefulness. Please be known as the public officials who
saved them, not those who continued to abandon them.

AS A KEEN SCUBA DIVER ,PLEASE STOP THE SLAUGHTER OF OUR
SHARKS . THEY ARE A VITAL PART OF OUR OCEANS

Sharks are an extremely important factor in our food chain & the health of our
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oceans. They are to be revered & respected, and protected at all costs!!!

Shark fishing should be banned, full stop. It is unbelievable to think that shark
fishing on the great barrier reef is still permissible. Australia is a backward country
when it comes to shark protection. Smaller countries like Palau and the Bahamas
see fit to Procter sharks and have banned all fishing, Australia must take this
step!

Without sharks there will be an enormous imbalance in the oceans - they need
protecting. Their downfall will be shortly followed by ours!

Please act now on behalf of people like me, who VOTE FOR GOVERNMENT
MEMBERS WHO SUPPORT THE ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION OF
ITS PRECIOUS SPECIES.

One third of the world's shark species are extinct, and Australia has a serious
responsibility to conserving our shark populations, as a concerned global
community member - we manage one of the largest ocean territories in the world.
Australiad€™s draft 2011 National Plan of Action for the Conservation and
Management of Sharks (Shark-plan 2)currently lacks detailed action to protect our
shark populations. This Plan needs funding and government commitment to back
it up. PLEASE ACT NOW.

Sharks are an essential component of the marine ecosystems and we simply do
not know how their disppearance will impact on our oceans and ultimately us as
we are all connected.Government recognises the importance of biodiversity and
this must apply to the marine environment as well as terrestrial.Please protect
sharks from cruel practices and over fishing that is leading to their extinction.
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Sharks are vital predators. Without them, our oceans will sicken and die under the
weight of decaying animals. They must be protected and saved.

Do this for all our futures.

a healthy shark population helps insure healthy populations of other fish by
removing faulty fish from the gene pool. Bad legislation concerning sharks will
hurt the fishing industry across the board in the long run.

The idea that an entire set of species that's integral to the health and preservation
of the world's oceans should be threatened with extinction so that a bunch of
humans can indulge in shark fin soup is outrageous!

I surf +5 times a week, but thoroughly recognise the importance of Sharks to the
ocean eco-system as top predators and their need for urgent protection. Finning in
particular, is a disgusting and barbaric process which must stop.
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As a coral reef ecologist and having dived at many locations globally over the past
30 years, from Arabia to Sri Lanka, W Australia, E Australia, Indonesia, Vietnam,
Brunei, China, Micronesia, PNG, Solomon Islands,Fiji, Florida and Panama | have,
in my short working lifetime, witnessed the dramatic decline of sharks globally.
Many species are now endangered with extinction. Australia needs to set an
international example in respect of critically needed conservation and truly
ecologically-sustainable harvest, both in word and deed, including ensuring the
strength and coherency of state and national legislation and international treaties,
and real enforcement of regulations. | therefore respectfully urge your careful
consideration and action on the 8 points listed above by AMCS.

I love to eat fish, but i also know the need to conserve and save breeding grounds
for conservation purposes.

thank you so much for making this petition, sharks are amazing and should be
protected

Please accept this entry as proof of my deep concern on this matter.

Sharks are a world treasure, without them the oceans will suffer irreperable
damage.
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Australia can do so much better to protect our habitat and the species in our care.

Sharks keep the ocean's clean - by protecting sharks, you are also protecting the
reefs and fish life which in turn will keep the fishing industry thriving but the fishing
industry needs to adopt best practices to ensure the safety of the shark species.
They need to made aware of the consquences and take action to keep our oceans
clean.

Sharks are a very important part of the oceans ecology. Please take the
necessary steps to protect sharks in Australian waters.

Take action please, for the health of our environment and allow future generations
the benefit in seeing these beautiful creatures.
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We also need generous marine no fish sanctuaries to protect adequately the
marine environment. Real evaluation needs to be undertaken to assess the areas
needed to protect migratory marine species.

As apex predators, sharks are essential to a normal, healthy marine environment.
Numerous serious detrimental and possibly catastrophic effects result from
removing these necessary inhabitants of a healthy ecosystem.

Actions to protect species that are at risk must always be supported by thorough
research, adequate funding and supporting legislation. Time ans again we see the
survival prospects of species at risk compromised by political pressure form
vested economic interests. Real conservation efforts must be put in place with the
survival of sharks in Australian waters as first priority.

PLease protect these beings!

Sharks are vital to our ecology and sustainability of our oceans. They are also a
huge tourist attraction, and have the potential to be more popular in the future.
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Australia wishes to attract tourists and support the tourist industry. Shark finnig is
barbaric and it completely at odds with a thriving tourist industry.

We need sharks in our oceans.

THESE FISH ARE AN INTEGRAL PART OF A STRONG MARINE ECO
SYSTEM. THEY SHOULD BE PROTECT FOR THIS REASON ALONE. THEY
ARE ALSO SOME OF THE OLDEST OF GOD'S CREATURES ON THIS
PLANET. IF HE IS IN FAVOR OF PROTECTING HIS CREATION (AND IT HINK
HE IS) THEN WE SHOULD FOLLOW SUIT.

| cannot believe this is still going on - stop it, no-one supports it bar a few vested
interests and fisheries.

Australia should be leading the world in marine life conservation. With countries
such as Honduras and the Bahamas banning the killing of sharks its about time
Australia woke up and took a global lead by protecting ALL sharks and their
necessary habitats with the same protection of great whites.
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check out www.oceanacidification.net
Healthy oceans are priceless. Do everything in your power to protect them.

How can the Australian Government not recognise the importance of the oceans
apex predator in our rapidly deteriorating marine environments and why shark
sanctuaries are critical to their future....unless Australia really is the only third
world country where you can drink the tap water as so many of the Governments
decisions appear to confirm that it is.
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From my point of view Australia has been a shining example in question of
protection of the marine life. Please take the chance to be it also for your shark
population !

Sharks are a vital species in maintaining the health of the sea and other marine
species. Please give them proper protection as a number of other countries are
doing.

The waters surrounding Australia are amongst the richest marine environments in
the world. Without the proper pecking order (the big fish eat the little fish), this
system will eventually collapse. Shark products, particularly shark finning, is one
of the most wasteful and shameful uses of a primary resource.

Both in terms of sustainable marine resources as well as tourism money, it is very
important to maintain the integrity of your marine world. This legislation is
essential to maintain your position as a leader in marine conservation.

Michael Lawrence

I'm writing from America because the situation for sharks worldwide is alarming,
and because they are an important factor in ocean health, which affects all of us.
We must get this right now because it will be too late if our shark species
disappear. It's your responsibility to listen to the experts and do the right thing by
the sharks and our global environment. Please protect sharks for all our sakes.

The government needs to ensure a real plan of action that will safeguard the
future of our sharks.
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the ocean and it's inhabitants is a limited resource.Please think about saving what
we have left

It is absolutely wrong that we can have fishing professionals remove whole
populations of shark as we have seen in the Solitary Islands area.

Please protect the seas and the sharks! Do it right NOW

Sharks and rays are already very much under pressure trough overfishing/bycatch
(as well as as targets for their fins. Please insure the long-term conservation
trough good and effective legislation! Thank you

Monica Biondo

www.galuchat.ch - say no to ray and shark leather!

It's a disgrace that sharks do not have the same protection and consideration as
our cattle and whales. Is our Government speaking with fork tongue - again? For
goodness sake make finning illegal. | wonder how we would feel without our
arms and legs! Think about it.

As a shark scientist, | studied shark behaviour and population structure. These
studies has revealed that shark populations have highligthed the high degree of
vulnerability of shark population even in reelatively pristine locations. We need a
real conservation plan to help maintaining healthy shark population worldwide in
order to keep an ocean balance.




Mr. & mrs.
Andrew &
antonia

Mr. Michael C.
Ford and

Murray

Murry
Myles
Myriam
Nadia
Nadine
Najette

Nancie

Nancy
Nancy
Nancy
Nancy
Naomi

Naomi

Nardi
Narelle
Nat
Natalia
Natalia
Natalie

Natalie

Natalie
Natalie
Natalie
Natalie A.

Natasha

Chianis
Dr. Richard B. Marks

Fuller

Cohen
Griffiths
Vanstalle
Mclaren
Chapman
Powell

Sailor

Pearson
Gregory
Neumann
Chismar
Hamilton
Simmons
Cribb
Huxley
Woolhouse
Gould
Sayanskaya
Van leekwijck
Harris

Kull
Stackhouse
Zaronias

Carter

Carlier

92317

95076

2214

22003
7004
6880
5069
2537
2095

94024

34683-5443
80104
55270

8817

2028

02911-1629

5045
3058
6027
3057
187330
2100

2227

2773
2283
2170
43055

2250

United states

Usa

Australia

Usa
Aust.
Belgium
Australia
Australia
Australia

U.s.a.

U.s.a.
Usa
Germany
Usa
Australia

United states

Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Russia
Belgium
Australia

Australia
Australia
Australia
United states

Australia

As australians with a unique environment we should do whatever it takes to
protect our fishes and reefs as well as our animals.economics is not the most
inportant thing!

STOP THE GREED, STOP EATING ANY WATER LIFE, STOP THE KILLING OF
ANY WATER LIFE IMMEDIATELY!!!!

These beings are being mutilated at our expense for silly reasons. We are the
most primitive beings on this planet lets change that.

the killing of sharks for fins is wasteful and harmful to our total natual enviroment.
Please stop this inhumane act.

Come on, stand up to the fishing community for once and put something in place
that really will help to save these amazing creatures - before it's too late!
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its time we got it right with marine conservation and considered the creatures
before the humans who appear to be intent on destroying them

Both land and sea ecosystems are at risk from decline and extinction of species.
Sharks are in rapid decline and are important to the health of the marine
ecosystems. Please take serious, science-based action to protect them.

| have regularly dived at fish rock. It has an abundance of sea life but the attraction
is the grey nurse sharks. It is a real pity to see so many of the sharks with hooks
or line line from their mouths or gills. Considering this is one of the biggest
breeding grounds and critical habitats for grey nurse sharks it appals me that
fishing can still be allowed. Lets use this site to build awareness of our underwater
world and preserve an endangered species.

Regards,

Nicci Kershler

| personally think that they should consider banning the sale of shark fin altogether
and to strictly monitor the tourist interaction through licensed tours, who are
themselves regularly checked, so as to ensure consistent adherence, through
threat of licence removal. That way you take away the financial incentive to hunt
sharks and are able to manage more appropriately the impact of tourism on the
shark and ray population, through closely monitored interactions.

Sharks are the gods of our oceans not the monsters portrayed through the mass
media and movies. They are the only species to have remained unchanged over
the last 450 million years and in doing so have thus affected the evolution of
everything else. If we do not take drastic action to conserve protect and celebrate
this beautiful eocsytem maintainer then the survival of the human species itself is
at risk. We cannot play dice with biology and hope it will be all right it wont.
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Already 100 million sharks every year are taken from the oceans to have their fins
removed only to be dumped back over the side to drown on the sea floor - all for a
bowl of soup. 90% of them are gone. Do you not read the papers. Do you not
listen to scientists. Do you not want a future for your children and their children.
Look after sharks and they will look after our marine eco system as long as we
curb overfishing and establish marine sanctuaries also. The time to act is NOW
make your nation proud of its politicians once more. please. | am a school teacher.
My students seem to be more aware of what is happening in the oceans of the
world today than any politician | have seen on the telly. Act now please.

Sharks are vitally important to the balance of the ecosystem of the ocean. There
would be dangerous repercussions if these creatures are allowed to deplete in
numbers. This is quite apart from the cruelty involved in the disgusting shark fin
industry. Please act now before it is too late and the damage is done!

It would be a shame if Australia left her course of (by comparison) good shark
conservation. Since sharks are necessary to sustain intact reef structures they are
vital for the greatest attraction Australia has to offer to divers like hence a propper
shark conservation law and funding are in line with economic interests

SAVE OUR SHARKS!

Sharks are the top order predators in our oceans. They help maintain the health of
our oceans. | stopped eating flake three years ago and never intend to eat it again.
Please protect our sharks before it's too late.

Sharks are umbrella species - if we protect them then we protect so many more
species, therefore through one action we help many.

Please make shark finning illegal. What a horrific and barbaric way to exploit this
creature by finning it for soup.

Stop this massacre of sharks in our waters! PLEASE! It is wrong.
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| have been diving for 16 years and have seen first-hand how marine life is
disappearing from the oceans. The way that sharks are being hunted to extinction
is not only a moral outrage, but also potentially disastrous in that an essential
component of the sea's ecosystem is being taken away, affecting all its other
forms of life. Australia should have no hesitation in taking the lead in protecting
sharks from their predators.

Our environment is a priority. Please take the threats to our existence seriously.
be brave and act now.

Although | am sure many will think this too radical | would like to see the abolition
of shark netting the beaches added to this. As an old lady who has been
concerned about our impinging on our natural environment for most of her life | am
appalled that we are bringing sharks who have an important place ion the marine
ecosystem to extinction.

Sharks are a VITAL part of the ecosystem - without them there are horrendous
consequences - off California there are monster floods of Humboldt squid eating
all the fish, and off Japan there are monster blooms of jellyfish doing untold
damage to fishstocks and the ecosystem as a whole. We may not find them
beautiful - but they are vital and need protecting if you want to protect people's
food supply, recreation and vital tourism.

Please act now, before it is too late!

The world has NO idea the repercussions of depleting the various shark
populations - these are our important predators of the water that regulate the
algae and plankton dwellers......without regulation of these, the algae/plankton vital
for oxygen production for the planet will be diminished as well........ and then what?
Marine biologists have no idea what will happen......the system is on the verge of
implode and we can stop it in a movement of solidarity.




Patricia
Patricia
Patricia
Patricia

Patricia

Patricia

Patricia

Patricia
Patrick
Patrick

Patrick

Patrick
Paul
Paul
Paul
Paul
Paul

Paul

Paul
Paul
Paul
Paul

Paul

Paul
Paul
Paul

Julien
Vazquez
Dietrich
Milthorpe

Meldrum

Douchet

Durnin

Phillips
Coyle
Williamson

Kindler

Burroughs
Cook
Evans
Goddard
Cooke
May

Donaldson

Haran
Gilhooley
Hellier
Walden

Whyte

Krattiger
Bartram
Harrison

4751

15900
67400
95603

4160

59250

4160

44240
2010
4121

2119

3101
2250
3136
3067
5234
4037

3000

2100
was 4nr
2505
4870

2110

2153
DA8 1LU
6008

Australia
MA®©xico
France
Usa

Australia

France

Australia

Usa
Australia
Australia

Australia

Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia

Australia

Australia
United kingdom
Australia
Australia

Australia

Australia
Uk
Australia

Not good enough, we need to protect our wildlife and in this case our sharks, we
can't let them go and do little or nothing to prevent it. Let's take a closer look to
our laws please and let's take action now before it is too late, we need them in the
oceans for a healthier ecosystem.

Our marine parks and sanctuaries are vital to preserving the future of marine life
throughout Australian waters. Protect and ensure the safety of our very special
marine species and keep their numbers on the increase with undisturbed habitats
and unlawful hunting.

Please legislate to stop this senseless abuse and destruction of this critical and
essential marine species. | can't imagine the suffering that these poor sharks go
through when they have their fins cut off and are left to die in the seas.

Sharks are the best barometer we have as to the health of the ocean, not to
mention a truly iconic range of species that capture human imagination. An ocean
without sharks due to human mismanagement would be a travesty

Getting the shake protection right will make for more sustainable fish yeilds.
With no sharks, fish don't stand a chance!

Australia needs shark sanctuaries. If our sharks die, the oceans will die too !
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WAKEY WAKEY!!!

Sure, sharks are not generally looked upon as cute or cuddly but niether are the
spineless who have the power to enforce plan 2... we could chop the arms and
legs off the decision makers...it will make pushing pencils for a living a bit hard.

Jump in and act now before its too late.

The live on the ocean is vital for our survivor Shark are part of nature jut like
us Take action Today. for us for the Planet.

Please protect our marine wildlife

the placing of baited shark drums by the DPI needs to stop also, this needless
slaughter of sharks serves no purpose . It attracts larger sharks closer inshore
The re-action to the live cattle issue astounded me. Why are people so horrified
that cows get traumaitised in another country when marine life is treated much
worse in our own. lts the equivalent of gaffing a cow through the head and
dragging it across the paddock and half drowning it in the dam etc until it
dies......and killing half the little 'non-target' reptiles and marsupials along the way.
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Act now to save our sharks, or ruin the oceans and the planet forever!

The action requested by AMCS seems to be the minimum basic regirement for a
government not influenced by hardened fisherman who have little care for the
sharks. There are many similarities to the beef industry where lack of
accountability and clear rules enforced by government left it open for abuse by
hardened uncaring workers in the field as it were.

As a recreational diver, visiting shark sites is a definite bonus and huge tourist
drawcard. Appreciating their natural beauty is also of great importance and
respecting their right to exist where they have for hundreds of millions of years.
Pay some respect to these diverse and magnificent creatures.

Please seriously consider the recommendations made above!

Sharks are amazing creatures but more importantly they play a crucial role in the
marine ecosystem as top predators. We must stop the disgusting exploitation of
sharks in the shark fin trade and protect sharks in Australia and the rest of the
world!
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Come on Tony lets get real - shark finning has just been banned in Chilean waters
and shark fisheries have just been closed in the Bahamas to protect endangered
sharks. Let's catch up to the rest of the world - besides the practice of cutting fins
off these magnificent predators and then tossing them back to drown in the waters
they previously roamed is THE most obscene thing that | have EVER heard of.
SHAME!

It is sad to see a beautiful animal be exploited in such a mindless way.
Australians need to be more aware of the fish they are eating and where it comes
from. Our fondness for flake needs to be reassessed considering there is no
sustainable way to fish these creatures. | urge the Australian government to
protect our waters and marine life.

Anything to Save our Sharks :)

Love Sharks. Love Oceans. Love Ourselves!

Why is my government still allowing shark harveting, including loss of sharks as
by-catch of netting including prawn harvesting?

And especially, why is the barbaric and cruel practice of shark finning allowed?
As one of the wealthiest nations on earth(per capita) and with huge stretches of
ocean under our stewardship, it is our responsibility to look after the sharks, and
keep the ocean healthy.

Keep up the pressure to help the sharks.
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Whats it going to take?

It's been an Victorian tradition to ask for flake and chips, but it's time to stop.
Conservation of shark populations in Australian waters needs to take priority.
There are enough fish species that are not at risk (yet) to satisfy demand. Make
sure that policy and practice in Australia at least meets, and even better, sets
international best practice. Impact on fishing industry participants can be
managed - Australia is a rich country by international standards and can afford to
give a helping hand to workers and owners disadvantaged by industry
restructuring.

Come on folks, this is the year 2011, haven't we all woken up to the fact that we
need to care for our planet? You may think jobs are important but tell that to your
grandchildren in 20 years - you won't be able to because of your shame. If you're
not cut out for leadership then get out and let someone who has the integrity do
the job. Thanks, Ric

Please show some real leadership and protect sharks in our waters. It may be
easier to let the argument of jobs sway you somewhat but in fifty years you tell
your children that - that you chose not to protect these species. The truth is you
won't be able to because the public will be incredulous that it wasn't done. Thanks
for your time

| urge you to strongly protect sharks as important top order predators for the
health of our marine environment and the benefit of future generations.

I am keen diver that emigrated to Australia in large part because of my love of the
topside and underwater environment so unique to Australia. Please protect these
amazing animals so key to healthy oceans and sustainable tourism.
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please do the right thing for your sharks and give
them your protection.

AS Collection Manager for molluscs in Marine Invertebrates at the South
Australian Museum, | can only give my full support to CSIRO/AFMA in their
endevours to try to save sharks.




Robin
Robyn
Robyn
Robyn
Robynne
Rochelle
Rocio

Rod

Rod
Rodolfo

Roge

Roger
Roland
Roland
Rolf

Rolf

Ron

Ros
Rosalia
Rosalie
Rosalie
Rosamund
Rose
Rosemarie

Ross

Ross

Chown
Kaczmarek
Logan
Pryor
Millward
Tolleson
Salazar

Withyman

Mead
Sarmiento

Kempe

Vick
GATttert
Paret
Venekamp
Stuber
Silver
Mackinlay
Casals
Hawk
Rose
Downing
Chapman
Sardinas herrera

Dyson

Anderson

mb5alk5
2106
2096
6107
2095
2539
11001000

4565

2902
38002

6707

LD6 5PN
55758
42100
1333tc
8708
32233
6162
8980
Ox2 9QT
2035
6379
2460

0

2913

6162

Canada
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Australia
Colombia

Australia

Australia
Espaéd+ta

Australia

Wales
Germany
France
Netherlands
Switzerland
Usa
Australia
Spain
England UK
Australia
Usa
Australia
Netherlands antilles

Australia

Australia

Please ensure that sharks are protected in our oceans.

Get rid of all shark meshing methods off Australian coastal beaches. The impacts
of these nets far outweigh any benefit to the public. Thousands of other marine
animals like dolphins, whales, rays, turtles as well as sharks drown in these nets
needlessly every year.

please look after the sharks. They are not only beautiful but so important to keep
healthy Eco systems. Being lucky enough to live in Exmouth WA, | know and
understand the importance of sharks for our NINGALOO Reef, Australia's newest
World Heritage listed area.

Once these animals are gone, it will be too late. Protect them now!

Shark finning is cruel and largely unsustainable. Shark fishing must be controlled

sensibly. Rare species & aggregation areas should be protected.

Shark finning should be banned and sharks should be managed the same way as
any other fishery. Please ensure the Shark Plan 2 is a marked improvement over

Shark Plan 1 and not a retrograde step that endangers sharks, and well managed
shark fisheries.




Ross
Ross

Ross

Roswitha
Rowan
Rowan
Royce
Rumyana
Russell
Ruth
Ruth
Ruth
Ruth

Ruth

Ruth

Ryan

Ryan

S
S
Sabine
Sabine
Sabine

Sabrina

Hill
Prado

Reynell

GAfTitert
Hayward
Silva

Levi
Dubarova
Byron
Koger
Howard
Beslee
Vickery

Barrett

Serra

Fritsch

Kempster

Healy
Hillary
Obmann
Yenen
Magdalinski

BAfning

2031
38000

2454

55758
820
4870
2117
8000
2148
59802
8001
6410
4179

3149

33764

4505

6008

30277
90004
64846
34710

40721

27753
Delmenhorst

Australia
Santiago

Australia

Germany
Australia
Australia
Australia
Bulgaria
Australia
Usa

South africa
France
Australia

Australia

Usa

Australia

Australia

Usa

United states
Germany
Turkey
Germany

Germany

This government has been gutless with regard to the emissions trading scheme,
pathetic with regard to the home insulation schmozzle, now spineless in regard to
conservation. | am ashamed to be an Australian when my government is more
concerned with opinion polls than my children,s future.

The children of tomorrow deserve the joys of our present.

Sharks do not have the positive image that our top land predators, such as the
tasmanian devil, benefit from. But they are just as important in our Australian
marine ecosystems, and they need proper protection.

God holds us accountable for how we treat animals!

You can do all the wrong you want, but don't forget that when the time come when
you are DYING, you can not ask God to forgive you for all the Cruelty that you
have inflicted on his Creation because he will NOT listen!

| am a shark biologist based in Perth. | am completely shocked at the total
disregard for shark conservation in Australia. 2011 has been a year of triumphs
for shark conservation around the world inc. Hawaii, Guam, the Bahamas,
California, Washington and more and yet Australia still has its head buried in the
sand. Sharks are incredibly important to maintaining the balance of ecosystems in
the Ocean and thus help to keep our fish stocks healthy. Support Our Sharks and
you support the whole ocean.
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SAVE SHARKS

Ever occur to you why some of us can be this much concerned with animals
suffering? Because government is not. Why not? Animals don't vote. ~Paul
Harvey

| am disgusted and appalled at the way governments believe that they can treat
other species. these are living, sentient creatures who want only to be left alone
to live out their lives. our dominating, bullying behaviour towards our non-human
brethern is outrageous.

When the sharks are extinct, you will stand responsible unless you act now

sharks are needed for our eco system and if they are not protected,then this will
have a major impact on our oceans,this is important for our oceans to
survive,otherwise we will not survive too

This type of action is long overdue. Australia should be a leader in marine
conservation by undertaking these and more measures.

Please protect our oceans and all the life in them, don't allow shark finning, it's
absolutely disgusting what people do to our wildlife! We need sanctuaries, NOT
extinction!
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As a Yank, I've visited Oz several times, usually to dive on the GBR. One of the
reasons | come is to see sharks. Australia should step up its protection of sharks--
or its marine conservation program will be locked back in the 1950's--along with its
forest conservation program!! Get with the program--sharks are a keystone
species, and their health is directly tied to the reef's overall viability going forward.

Thank You for acting.
Please protect these amazing creatures. Our oceans need them.

It's time to act now!

Very, very important.

Why be half cocked about this? Sharks are a huge part of the oceans eco system
and deserve to be protected equally (if not more so) as much as dolphins and
whales.

As a young Australian | want to ensure that these beautiful and unique creatures
are protected so that we can pass that stewardship of our oceans and their marine
life onto future generations.
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Sharks are apex predators and fundamentally important part of the ocean
environment. Fishing for sharks for any reason is near-sighted and unsustainable.
Worse still, fishing sharks solely for their fins is unethical, inhumane and
indefensible.

We need to protect our sharks better along with educating the community better.
Greater emphasis needs to be placed on the breeding grounds of all endagered
sharks.

The above listed suggestions are the very least that should be undertaken to
protect some semblance of normality in the seas surrounding Australia.

Having dived in other uncontrolled states in the Pacific | was horified by the
absence of pelagics, especially sharks. Technology and the sheer
industrialisation of fishing leaves wholesale distruction in it's wake, unless areas
are setup where some respite can be found. Stop with your banter and take some
action.

Please save the sharks...

Current documented scientific research conducted in Australian waters does not
suggest a rapid decline in several species of Shark, rather, it finds this accurately.
With regard to & in consideration for a sustainable future of Australian Marine
Ecosystems, a change in attitude & of mind is paramount at Government level.
Such need is recognised not only by the well educated, not only Marine
Professionals & Recreational Marine Users & not only School Students in project
of such topic, too many ordinary citizens of Australian & International society are
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well aware of Shark demise & of the politics that have lead to such demise.
Average society has become more aware than that of Ministerial level. Principles
of duty of care must be principal to duty of care.

The marine life protection law needs to be more watertight than what it is now to
give sharks a fighting chance!

In the California, we are locally fighting for a ban to end shark finning, we have a
long way to go to make it a national policy, but it is sooo worth the fight. Australia,
you are already there, you understand the urgency facing sharks around the
world. Please keep the teeth in your shark protection plan, helping protect sharks,
helps protect the ocean which is in desperate need of human help.

Please look after our seas

Having lobbied and gained some protection for Grey Nurse Sharks | am terribly
disappointed that we have to go through the whole process again. Is it really so
important to give a few fishers their thrills? Once they are extinct they aren't
coming back.

we have to stop treating marine life or any wildlife as if they are ours to do with as
we please.
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Please be brave politicians and do what is right instead of earning corporate
handshakes. Thank you.

Australia could be showing real leadership on shark-protection instead of being
dragged kicking and screaming to this weak compromise that achieves nothing to
protect our ecosystems.

You are heading in the right direction, but if you're going to improve the world for
sharks you may as well do a proper job of it. | speak for the younger generation as
| am only 13 myself and | hope that you make all of Australia proud not only of its
wildlife but also of its government, knowing that it will do the right thing.

Let US be the generation that cares enough to act? Please?

The ecological health of our oceans depends on the shark population.
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Surely a creature, priceless to the health of the oceans and worth millions of
dollars in tourism revenue is worth more that a bowl of soup.

Aside from this, game fishing clubs and others catch, kill and discard sharks just
for fun! Depressing, wasteful and stupid.

Making those few steps would create a proffoundly possitive result.
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Shark finning is not something we should even be debating - in this era of
sustainability, the whole idea of finning is ridiculous and makes no sense.

Every time | sign one of these very necessary petitions, as a member of the
Conservation Society (not a co-opted one-off concerned citizen) I'm forced to
wonder yet again why as a human species we are still having to fight for the rights
of the future of the environment over so-called commercial imperatives. Business
owners and employees ultimately survive and move on. When species die there is
nowhere else to turn. Please employ sense and integrity in your deliberations over
this and other critical marine ecosystem issues. And votes are irrelevant because
politicians and governments come and go as well. Democracy will wither when we
don't have enough to feed ourselves.

Please protect these magnificent marine creatures from this senseless slaughter!

| live on an island in Queensland, Australia.

The surrounding waters, both bayside and ocean, have always abounded in shark
numbers which the university research centre on the island (UQ) states contribute
to healthy marine ecosystems.
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Australia used to be a world leader when it came to environmental issues. Whilst
we seem to have dropped the ball a litte, we now have an opportunity to at least
match what others are doing to protect their shark populations.

Please, we have to start making a difference when we have the opportunity, ie:
when policy or legislation is being changed. Too many times in the past have we
let the chance go by with out implementing real changes to protect the amazing
but threatened species. Act now before it really is too late and they are lost in
history. Regards, Terri Ross-Marriott
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Live finning is a horrific way to treat any animal

When you remove the top-order predator from a food chain, the whole system
collapses. Sharks are top-order predators and their role as such is vital in a
healthy marine environment. The collapse of shark numbers will lead to the
collapse of other fisheries, so it makes economic (as well as environmental) sense
to protect them rather than fish them.

As a nation we are seriously lagging behind many nations regarding shark
protection but sadly there are many countries doing even less than Australia. We
need to ramp up efforts now before we lose species forever.

Most important is protecting shark habitats in marine sanctuaries and ending the
targeted fishing of sharks. It is simply not a sensible thing to do.
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Also, I've heard from a number of fishermen that there is an illegal shark fin trade
in Australia off long line vessels and maybe others, so making sure that sharks are
landed with their fins is also very important. They are worth so much it is too big
of a temptation otherwise.

Finally, last resort once sanctuaries are in place and targeted shark fishing is
stopped, we also need to look at reducing bycatch of threatened sharks in
legitimate fisheries.

Sharks were an important part of my last holiday to Australia. It would be sad to
see their numbers dwindle.

PLEASE protect sharks, they are extremely vulnerable to human activities and
extremely slow to reproduce. They are required for a healthy ocean ecosystem.
Thank you.

Please save the oceans for my children!

It is important to properly resource any such plan, otherwise it simply becomes a
useless piece of paper.
Most of all ban the sale of shark fin soup or any other shark fin specific products.

We must protect and conserve the Australia sharks.

The rest of the world is looking to you for guidance in ocean conservation. Take
the right action.
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| have recently seen an abc program that described the collapse of an overseas
sea and its local fishing economy that was the result of fishing out the shark
population. Without the top predator the sea was overtaken by a voracious
species of octopus that led to the collapse of the local fish population. My 