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Welcome to VetCommunique, the Anima Health Committee (AHC) newdetter for food anima production indus-
try bodies. The aim of VetCommunique is to improve communication links between AHC and client industry bod-
ies. AHC' s first meeting was in Orange, New South Wales. The Committee addressed a comprehensive range of
national animal health issues.
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: f Anima Hedth Committee (AHC), for- Vertebrate Pests Committee

& * FMD t§1 merly VetCom, met in April in Orange

: I‘L‘Ji NSW. Face-to-face meetings are held VPC now reports to the Natural Resource

| twice each year, with the venue moving Management Council, where there is less

S| ) § around the States and New Zealand. emphasis on agriculture. However, con
Animal Welfare I 1 tinuing liaison between AHC and VPC is
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Veterinary Officers (CVOs) of the work on pest animal control.
* J iscase States, the Northern Territory and New
Johne's Di : Zealand. The Australian CVO and repre- BJD: Import Protocols
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5| sentatives from Biosecurity Australia, _ _
ﬁ CSIRO and Animal Health Australia Members discussed the import protocols
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* i 2 also attended. for cattle, semen and ova, with respect to
Animal gjl_ealth [§] BJD. It was agreed that Biosecurity Aus-
Audtralia Igi tralia (BA) amend the import conditions

A

] for semen, replacing the test requirement
AHC 01 in a nutshell  with “the donor showed no dlinical signs
of Johne's disease during the collection
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% Australia’s Residue Testing BA will aso amend the import require-
@@m@ﬁm@ﬁmmwa}ﬁi Capability ments_for suscepti ble animals to |_or_OV|de
an option that provides for recognition of
VETCOMMUNIQUE IS | AHC discussed the need for national co- Zoning.
ordination of the development of analyti-
AVAILA\BEE!ON THE cal capability in Iaboratlgries engagedy?n AUSVETPLAN Technical Review
residue testing for animal products in Group Report
http://www.affa.gov.au/ Austrdia. An AHC working group has )
animal_plant_health drafted a comprehensive report on the K& itéms on the work program are -
- issues, which will be circulated to stake- VI&W of the Control Centre Manuals, the
Then click on holders for comment development of the next draft of the AUS-
Animal Health ' VETPLAN Disposal Manua and the for-
rimal ,t mation of a new writing group to update
Committee the destruction manual.




KEY OUTCOMES

Dr Peter Thornber summarised recent
developments at Anima Hedth Aus-
tralia (AHA):

Personnel —

Ralph Hood was appointed as
new CEO

Dick Roe was working till June as
JD manager

A new agriculture graduate
joined AHA in late April.

Animal Welfare Working Group

Anima Wefare is an increasingly
important issue that affects both in-
dustry and the government at every
level. AHC is now responsible for
overseeing the Anima Welfare
Working Group (AWWG) that is
made up of State and Commonweslth
government representatives.

One AWWG task is to develop ani-
mal welfare standards and codes that
are not only workable but set the
benchmark for the rest of the world.

AWWG will aso be tackling issues
such as, tail docking of dogs and ani-
mal welfare issues that might arise
during disease emergenciessuch asa
foot and mouth outbreak.

AHC will work with AWWG on pol-
icy developments and the implemen-
tation of agreed recommendations
into State and Commonwedlth legis-
lation as appropriate.

Programs —

Performance standards audits had fil-
tered in and are required from dll
Company members.

Revision of APAV core manual
with APAV co-ordinators had
been completed.

EADP training was still a
priority.

Biosecurity planning was completed.
All
which will be included as annexesto
industry QA plans.

Salmonella enteritidis — update

AFFA reported that RIRDC had e-
leased a paper on preparedness for
SE. AFFA was planning a workshop
with AHC and the Department of
Hedlth and Aging and industry to de-
velop away forward.

Avian influenza update

Members discussed recent develop-
ments regarding Al, particularly in
the Netherlands and noted that the
OH& S aspects of the Al AUSVET-
PLAN Manual needed review.

AFFA advised members of the pervi-
ous incidents of Al in Australia and
difficulties with surveillance between
outbreaks was discussed.

There are now close linkages be-
tween the Department of Health and
Aging and AFFA It would be desir-
able to develop similar linkages at
the state level to deal with this dis-
ease.

members had returned plans

EADRA — Approximately 15 out-
standing issues had been proposed
for discussion at the workshop held
in June

AHA has adso begun work on the
EXANDIS video series. This multi
media tool was made in the early
1990's, however there is a need to
include new technical information.
As well as updating the video series
AHA will dso investigate web-
broadcasting, CD Rom and DVD.

AHC discussed the National BJD Pro-
gram and acknowledged that there
had been extensive stakeholder con+
sultation to develop a nationa ap-
proach to BJD - an approach rather
than a program. The document ad-
dressing the issues was circulated to
all stakeholders for endorsement. (Ed
note - The Nationa approach docu-
ment has since been endorsed by all
stakeholders and a Steering Commit-
tee is proposed to assist with imple-
mentation.)

The meeting was advised that a mem-
ber of AHC had been invited to join a
national dairy industry group consic-
ering the nationa management of M.
paratuberculosis.

Members agreed that Dr Millar should
join the national dairy industry

group, with Dr Vandegraaff as his
deputy, as thiswas avaluable
opportunity to liase and communicate
with industry on this important

issue.



WORKING GROUP REPORTS

As part of the 2001 election platform,
government made a commitment that
up to $2 million would be provided to
support initiatives aimed at boosting
veterinary servicesin rural areas. The
2002-03 Budget provided $2 million
over 5 years for this purpose.

A working group had been formed at
VetCom 13 to develop common -
proaches to surveillance using the pri-
vate veterinary sector.

There were two main issues of con-
cern to the working group — the for-
mation of national veterinary reserve
and the engagement of vets for ongo-
ing surveillance. A draft paper was
circulated to the working group for
consideration. The working group will
be focusing first on the national vet-
erinary reserve.

Australia's livestock industries need

animal hedth services that provide
benefits to individual producers,

INDUSTRY TALKS

industries and the community. The
animal health system underpins
Australia' s disease free status, disease
detection and emergency response
arrangements. These form the basis of
our export trade in animals and
animal products.

The recommendations of the Turner
report were outlined. The involvement
of the Austrdian Society of Veteri-
nary Pathology (ASVP) in the Regis-
try was noted.

Members discussed options for man-
taining the Registry, including the
provision of a half time registrar and
management by ASVP and Animal

Hedlth Audtraia.

Strong support for the need for the
registry as a unique, valuable, ongo-
ing national training resource was
shown by members.

Although the New Zedand registry
was no longer functional. New Zea-
land’s policy was to fund on a user
pays basis.

It was suggested that consideration
needs to be given to fund this Regis-
try as a national collection. This
would need investigation as to the
practicality of the proposal.

FMD-BSE Policy Forum out-
comes— Action Plan

A second FMD/BSE policy forum
was held in February this year to dis-
cuss ways to move forward after Ex-
ercise Minotaur. AHC is considering
an Action Plan and the next steps in
the FMD issue.

Industry representatives from NSW Scott Hansen from the Sheep Meat and works closely with NSW Agricul-

Farmers Federation,

Council of Australia and Cattle Coun- future for OJD Control in Austraia.

cil of Australia were invited to AHC
to discuss JD.

Sheep Meat Council presented a paper titled The ture.

Michad Hartmann, from the Cattle

Felicity Henderson from the NSW Council of Austraia, spoke about the

OJD Advisory Committee, spoke on importance continuing support for
AHC vdues industry input and is the need to engage NSW producers BJD control and risk-based trade.
committed to keeping communication and give them ownership of dedling Cattle Council of Australia asked to

operating in an open and effective e+ with the disease on-farm.

vironment.

be invited to AHC 02 to present the
NSW OJD Advisory Committee is outcomes of a consultancy on risk

made up of arange of industry groups based cattle trading.



AHC SECRETARIAT CHANGES

This was the last meeting for AHC

JIl - will be replaced by Dr Lyndd

The next AHC meeting will be held in

Secretary, Dr Jill Mortier. Jill has Post. Lyndel was in private practice Alice Springsin October 2003.

been with the secretariat for three
years. She will remain within the
AFFA taking responsibility for coor-
dination of as international matters.
Over the last three years Jill has made
a dgnificant contribution to AHC.
Members thanked Jill for her contri-
bution to AHC.

Dr Peter Thornber from Animal
Hedth Australia (AHA) will aso be
leaving the Committee. He will be
moving back to work with the Com-
monwealth and his replacement has
not yet been announced. Dr Thornber
worked for AHA for nearly three
years on the Emergency Anima Dis-
ease Preparedness Program and the
Anima Health Services Program. He

in rural NSW and then with the NSW
Department of Agriculture. She
worked with the NRA (now AP-
VMA) before moving to AQIS and
working in both Anima Programs and
Animal Biosecurity. Lyndel brings a
wedlth of experience to her new posi-
tion. AHC members are looking for-
ward to working with her.

Issues that will be discussed include
both international and domestic ani-
mal health developments.

A report will be given from New Zea-
land and from the Anima Heath
Quads ( USA, Canada, New Zedland
and Australia) This will give State
CVO's and the Commonwedth an
opportunity to discuss animal hedlth
developments in other countries and
Augtralia's response in these circum-
stances.

Domestic anima health issues on the
agenda include quarantine, endemic
diseases (OJD and BJD) and veteri-
nary public health.

was thanked for his contribution dur- Lyndel Post
ing thistime.
i AHCContacTs

Name Position Phone number
Dr Hugh Millar Chair of AHC CVO, Vic 03 9217 4246
Dr Gardner Murray CVO, Commonwealth 02 6272 5848
Dr Will Andrew CVO, ACT 02 6207 2357
Dr Bruce Chrigtie CVO, NSW 02 6391 3717
Dr Kevin Dunn CVO, Qld 07 3239 3546
Dr Brian Radunz CVO, NT 08 8999 2130
Dr Peter Buckman CVvO, WA 08 9368 3342
Dr Robin Vandegraaff CVO, SA 08 8207 7970
Dr Rod Andrewartha CVO, Tas 03 6233 6836
Dr David Banks Biosecurity Audtradia 02 6272 4605
Dr Martyn Jeggo CSIRO 03 5227 5014
TBA Animal Hedth Austraia 02 6203 3944
Dr Lyndel Post Anima Health Secretariat 02 6272 5450

THE NEXT FACE-TO-FACE MEETING OF ANIMAL HEALTH COMMITTEE
WILL BE OCTOBER 2003 IN ALICE SPRINGS, NORTHERN TERRITORY




