
world heritage
The World Heritage Expert Panel identified potential 

World Heritage values in the Southern region for two

Australia-wide themes. One is a eucalyptus evolution and

diversity theme, where the natural forest areas extending 

from the sea to the Alps and inland slopes are of particular

interest. The other is a sub-theme on Aboriginal dreaming 

and artistic expression, where sites in the Gulluga-Nadjanuka

(Mt Dromedary–Little Dromedary) mountains and Sydney 

rock art sites were identified by the Panel as warranting

further investigation.

wilderness
Both the State and Commonwealth governments have

requirements to assess wilderness.

Wilderness assessments in the region under the NSW

Wilderness Act are nearing completion within 16 study 

areas totalling 316,400 hectares. Areas that meet the

wilderness criteria will be termed Provisionally Identified

Wilderness for consideration during negotiations towards a

Regional Forest Agreement. NSW Government decisions on

wilderness declaration will follow public exhibition of the

assessment results including wilderness declaration options.

For the RFA, wilderness is being measured according to 

the nationally agreed criteria to determine the proportion to

be placed in reserves.

The State’s provisionally identified wilderness will also be

considered in signing the RFA.

natural & cultural heritage
Forestry, pastoral and other activities have left their mark on

the forest landscape with sawmills, sleeper cutter sites, gold

mines and bullock tracks. The region also has many places of

natural heritage. Assessments identified sites in the Southern

region that are of particular significance to regional

communities, including the Snowy River, Pilot Hill Arboretum

and the Bombay Picnic Area. Natural Heritage Studies are

being conducted across the region including places such as

Kosciuszko National Park and Morton National Park.

indigenous interests
Forested landscapes contain much evidence of Aboriginal

use of and spiritual link to the land, which can be 

protected through:

• The protection of Aboriginal sites and artifacts; and

• The maintenance of natural forest values.

The RFA will address current forest management practices in 

relation to Indigenous interests. The NSW National Parks 

and Wildlife Service and State Forests of NSW are

reviewing Indigenous cultural heritage management in

consultation with Aboriginal communities, aiming to develop

systems that better consider the landscape context of sites 

and that provide for efficient protection and greater

involvement of Aboriginal communities in decision making.

managing the forests
The RFA will establish how our forests will be managed 

and protected for the future, whether they are in 

national parks and reserves or in State forests used for 

timber production or other uses. For example, NSW

Government agencies including the National Parks and

Wildlife Service and State Forests of NSW are 

developing strategies for ecologically sustainable forest

management (ESFM).

These include:

• Forest Agreements outlining overall management

approaches;

• Integrated Forestry Operations Approvals, which

determine the management of State forest areas of the

CAR reserve system;

• Environmental Management Systems for State forests and

National Parks;

• Ecologically Sustainable Forest Management Plans for

State Forests;

• Codes of Forest Practice;

• Cultural Heritage Management Guidelines.

These systems and processes will address activities such 

as timber harvesting, fire prevention and detection, feral

animal and noxious weed control.

Canberra School of Art woodwork student, Michael Cammack, created this chair
from strong south coast spotted gum, steam bending the structural components and
fuming the slats with ammonia. PHOTOGRAPH: Michael Cammack

Bushwalking in Currowan State Forest. PHOTOGRAPH: State Forests of NSW what happens now?
Your views are invited on RFA issues relating to the protection of environmental values, the development

of an internationally competitive timber industry, and the ecologically sustainable management of

native forests, and any other issues you consider should be addressed in the RFA.

You can send written submissions to: RFA Steering Committee

PO Box 489

BELCONNEN ACT 2616

Submissions close on 5 November 1999. This will allow the State and Commonwealth Governments to

take your views into account before finalising the RFA by the end of December 1999.

Where can I find more information?

Reports and data prepared for the Southern RFA can be viewed on the Internet with other RFA

background material at http://www.rfa.gov.au or refer to details on information sessions being

organised through the Southern Regional Forest Forum described in the enclosed leaflet.

If you have any further queries please contact:

Forests Taskforce Resource and Conservation Division

Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet Dept of Urban Affairs and Planning

Phone: 1800 650 983 Phone: 02 9228 3166

Fax: 02 6271 5511 Fax: 02 9228 4967
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The Yalwal Mines and Cemetery south west of Nowra are proposed for listing on the
NSW State Heritage Inventory and were submitted as sites of social significance in
community workshops. PHOTOGRAPH: Helen Brayshaw & Annie Bickford
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