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File No:  01/13961

31 January 2002

ANIMAL BIOSECURITY POLICY MEMORANDUM 2002/02
review of transport arrangements for horses imported from member states of the european union

Horses from Europe are imported to Australia under the “Quarantine requirements for the importation of horses from Member States of the European Union”.  These horses may travel to Australia in fully insect proofed stalls (such as air stables) on freighters and, until recently, in open stalls on a combi-jet service transiting Singapore.  However, the combi-jet service has ceased operation.  

As there are insufficient air stables to adequately service the number of horses imported into Australia, the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) has permitted horses to travel from Europe in open stalls on scheduled freighters, as a temporary measure while Animal Biosecurity reviewed transport arrangements.  AQIS veterinarians accompanied several consignments, so that carriers and shipping agents could be assessed and audited. 

The review of transport arrangements is at Attachment A.  Animal Biosecurity has considered the west-east transport route and transit ports in the United Arab Emirates, Singapore and Hong Kong.  Information has been sought from several carriers operating scheduled freighter services from Europe to Australia on this route, and from veterinary authorities in the proposed transit ports.  Animal Biosecurity has considered the exotic disease agents of concern, such as Japanese Encephalitis and Surra, to which horses may be exposed at interim ports if travelling in open stalls on this route.  

Risk management measures are proposed, aimed at reducing the risk of exposure of horses to these exotic disease agents.  In addition, all horses imported into Australia from Europe serve a period of Post Arrival Quarantine (PAQ).  During PAQ, horses are monitored closely for signs of disease.  The transport requirements also outline measures that must be implemented in the case of unexpected delays, or unscheduled diversions of aircraft.

The draft transport requirements can be found at Attachment B.

Next Steps

I would appreciate receiving your comments, supported by scientific references, if available, by 25 March 2002.  Animal Biosecurity will consider all technical comments received and these will be taken into account in finalising the review.

Confidentiality

Respondents are advised that, subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1988, all submissions received in response to Animal Biosecurity Policy Memoranda will be publicly available.  Comments may be listed or referred to in any papers or reports prepared on the subject matter of the Memoranda.

The Commonwealth reserves the right to reveal the identity of a respondent unless a request for anonymity accompanies the submission.  Where a request for anonymity does not accompany the submission the respondent will be taken to have consented to the disclosure of his or her identity for the purposes of Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act.

The contents of the submission will not be treated as confidential unless they are marked ‘confidential’ and they are capable of being classified as such in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.

DAVID BANKS

General Manager

Animal Biosecurity 

Contact officer:
Lyndel Post

Telephone no:

02 6272 3067

Facsimile no:

02 6272 3399

E-mail


lyndel.post@affa.gov.au
This Animal Biosecurity Policy Memorandum (ABPM) provides stakeholders with a review of transport arrangements for the importation of horses from Member States of the European Union (EU) and draft transport requirements, for consideration and comment.  Comments should be provided by 25 March 2002.











