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ANIMAL BIOSECURITY POLICY MEMORANDUM 2004/09
IMPORTATION OF ELEPHANTS FROM THAILAND

This Animal Biosecurity Policy Memorandum (ABPM) provides stakeholders with proposed Quarantine Requirements for the Importation of Elephants from Thailand (Attachment A) and a document summarising disease information underpinning the proposed conditions (Attachment B). The requirements are based on a version circulated in October 2003, and take into account comments received on that document. We would welcome comments on the proposed requirements by 23 July 2004.

ABPM 2003/27 of 16 October 2003 provided stakeholders with draft quarantine requirements for the importation of elephants from Thailand for consideration and comment. The draft requirements included specific risk management measures for foot and mouth disease (FMD), tuberculosis, surra and internal and external parasites. Comments were received from a number of stakeholders including the National Farmers’ Federation, the New Zealand Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries and the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS). Stakeholder comments were considered in re-drafting the requirements.

Since circulation of the October draft requirements, Biosecurity Australia has gathered a considerable amount of additional information relating to the animal health status of elephants and livestock in Thailand and the testing capabilities of laboratories for diseases of quarantine concern. An officer from Biosecurity Australia recently visited Thailand and held discussions with government officials, laboratory personnel and elephant veterinarians, and inspected proposed quarantine facilities. The additional information has enabled a more precise assessment of import risks.

Taking into account stakeholder comments on the draft conditions and the extra information, the proposed risk management measures have been reviewed and amended. The main changes are:

.
inclusion of pre-export quarantine (PEQ) requirements covering security and management of the PEQ premises,

.
certification that, during the two years prior to commencement of PEQ, FMD, bovine tuberculosis, elephant pox and endotheliotropic elephant herpesvirus (EEHV-1) infection have not been diagnosed in any elephant in Thailand,

.
certification that haemorrhagic septicaemia has not been diagnosed in premises of origin and that the elephants have been vaccinated,

.
naming of laboratories in Thailand at which testing for FMD, tuberculosis and surra during PEQ is to be performed,

.
FMD testing by LP ELISAs rather than virus neutralization tests and repeat testing during quarantine on Cocos Islands,

.
testing of trunk wash samples for tuberculous mycobacteria by DNA probes following polymerase chain reaction (PCR) amplification, as well as by culture, and

.
additional tests for surra including a PCR-based test.

The proposed requirements are presented in the format that will be posted on AQIS’ Import Conditions database (ICON). This will be the format used for Import Permits.

A paper summarising the pertinent information on FMD, tuberculosis and surra accompanies this memorandum. 

Next Steps

Biosecurity Australia would welcome your comments on the attached amended conditions by 23 July 2004. We will take into account stakeholder comments as we finalise the conditions.
Please pass this notice to other interested parties. If those parties wish to be included in future communications on this matter they should get in touch with the contact officer (details below).

Confidentiality
Respondents are advised that, subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1988, all submissions received in response to ABPMs will be publicly available and may be listed or referred to in any papers or reports prepared on the subject matter of the Memoranda.

The Commonwealth reserves the right to reveal the identity of a respondent unless a request for anonymity accompanies the submission. Where a request for anonymity does not accompany the submission the respondent will be taken to have consented to the disclosure of his or her identity for the purposes of Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act.

The contents of the submission will not be treated as confidential unless they are marked ‘confidential’ and they are capable of being classified as such in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.
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