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27 February 2003
ANIMAL BIOSECURITY POLICY MEMORANDUM 2003/04

IMPORT OF horses from The Usa and Canada

amended conditions – West Nile Virus Vaccination
This Animal Biosecurity Policy Memorandum (ABPM) provides stakeholders with amended quarantine requirements for the permanent and temporary importation of horses from the United States of America (USA) and Canada.  Horses must be vaccinated for West Nile Virus (WNV) prior to export.  These conditions will come into effect on 1 May 2003. 
West Nile Virus (WNV) is a vector-borne virus that may cause encephalitis. WNV was detected in, and around, New York in the USA in 1999. Since that time WNV has been reported from a wide geographic area in the USA and has been detected in Canada. Horses are considered to be incidental hosts. Incidental hosts are infected animals that do not pass the virus on to vectors or other animals. Nonetheless, horses can be severely affected by WNV, although infections may also result in mild clinical disease or inapparent infections. During 2002, there were 14,717 equine cases of illness due to WNV infection in the USA. 

In the USA and Canada, an inactivated vaccine against WNV is available to assist in the prevention of disease in horses. The vaccine has recently become fully licensed in the USA and is conditionally licensed for use in Canada. The manufacturer recommends that two vaccinations three to six weeks apart be given as a primary dose with annual boosters. 

In line with Australia’s policy of requiring horses to be vaccinated for Eastern and Western equine encephalomyelitides prior to export, horses will also need to be vaccinated for WNV. This will assist in ensuring that healthy horses are imported into Australia and minimise the possibility of disruption to post arrival quarantine. The attached quarantine requirements for the temporary and permanent importation of horses from Canada and the USA have been amended to require vaccination of horses for WNV prior to export.

These conditions will come into effect on 1 May 2003 prior to the commencement of the vector season in North America. 

Next Steps

The amended conditions are effective 1 May 2003.

Please pass this notice to other interested parties. If those parties wish to be included in future communications on this matter they should contact the officer listed below.

Confidentiality

Respondents are advised that, subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1988, all submissions received in response to ABPMs will be publicly available. Comments may be listed or referred to in any papers or reports prepared on the subject matter of the Memoranda.
The Commonwealth reserves the right to reveal the identity of a respondent unless a request for anonymity accompanies the submission. Where a request for anonymity does not accompany the submission the respondent will be taken to have consented to the disclosure of his or her identity for the purposes of Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act.
The contents of the submission will not be treated as confidential unless they are marked ‘confidential’ and they are capable of being classified as such in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.
DAVID BANKS
General Manager
Animal Biosecurity 
Contact officer:

Robyn Martin 
Telephone no:

(02) 6272 3973
Facsimile no:

(02) 6272 3399
E-mail


robyn.martin@affa.gov.au
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