Australia-United States of America Free Trade Agreement:

Issue of Dairy Quota Approvals and Certificates

For all dairy produce entering the US within the quotas negotiated under the USFTA a Quota Certificate will be required for entry at the zero tariff rate. Quota holders may obtain the necessary Quota Certificates by submitting a request for approval to export dairy produce against their quota allocation for each USFTA dairy category for which they have received an allocation of quota entitlement.  Approval requests may be made either electronically, using the Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service (AQIS) electronic documentation system (EXDOC) or manually by sending a request directly to the Department’s Quota Administration Unit (QAU).

Electronic Approvals and Certificates.  Where quota holders have access to software supported by EXDOC (designed to procure export health certificates), the QAU receives request for permit (RFP) data from AQIS after the RFP has gone to COMP status and the Health Certificate is printed. Based on the information provided by EXDOC, quota consignments are identified, an approval for the quota consignment is issued and a certificate number generated with all details required to comply with the USA Quota Certification regulations.

Some small changes have been made to the EXDOC system for Dairy Quota purposes and these have been detailed in Attachment A. 

Manual Approvals and Certificates.  Some companies that have received an allocation of quota to export dairy produce to the US will not have access to EXDOC.  Where this is the case, quota holders will need to seek approvals by sending approval request forms to the QAU by facsimile or by mail to the address notified in the contact details at the end of this notice, using the US Dairy Quota Approval – Allocated Quota form downloaded from the QAU web site at www.daff.gov.au/quotas.  QAU staff will process these approvals and the consequent quota certificates manually. 

Obtaining Approvals/Certificates

For all in-quota consignments, following initial processing, a copy of the approval for the shipment is faxed to the quota holder or its agent to allow confirmation of the details that will appear on the Quota Certificate. If any discrepancies exist the quota holder or agent must notify the QAU using the contact details provided below.

The electronic Quota Certificate (Ecert) is sent directly to US Customs a copy of the Certificate is either faxed or emailed to the exporter.  This copy should be passed on to the importer or agent in the US.  The Certificate number will need to be put on the Entry Summary document.  Exporters should also ensure that the tariff code used on the Entry Summary matches that used on the Quota Certificate.

For information about this or any other quota issues please contact:

Quota Administration Unit

Phone: 02-6272 4492 Fax: 02-6272 4585
quota.admin@daff.gov.au
Attachment A

CHANGES TO EXDOC PROCEDURES: DAIRY QUOTAS

Where dairy quota holders or their agents use the AQIS Export Documentation system (EXDOC) to obtain health certification for their exported products, information from this process is provided to the Quota Administration Unit (QAU), where it is re-processed to provide, if required, quota approvals and certificates.

If a quota holder requires a quota approval or quota certificate, additional fields must be completed in the Request for Permit (RFP) submitted through EXDOC.  To allow this to occur, the AMLCQuotaInd and ExportPerfNbr fields will be activated in the next EXDOCS update scheduled for November. The Quota Indicator field will default to N in all cases, where a quota certificate or approval is required this must be changed to Y.  Once Y has been selected EXDOCS will require quota codes to be entered in ExportperfNo for all lines item on the RFP. 

The quota codes for ExportperfNo are based on the quota category, quota year and quota type (WTO or FTA). For example:

Granular/American Cheese 

A09F

Granular/American Cheese 2005 FTA Quota. Certificate and Approval required (‘new quota’ - this is required for quota access under the US Free Trade Agreement)

G09W

Granular/American Cheese 2005 WTO Quota. Approval only required (‘old quota’ - this is required for quota access not under the Free Trade Agreement – that is under the US bilateral quotas negotiated under the World Trade Organisation).

Swiss Cheese

T09F

Swiss Cheese 2005 FTA Quota. Certificate and Approval required

S09W

Swiss Cheese 2005 WTO Quota. Approval only required

Where a line within an RFP is non quota or a non quota product NONQ should be entered.
A complete list of all quota codes is provided as Attachment B.

