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File No. 99/3756

18 September, 2000

ANIMAL BIOSECURITY POLICY MEMORANDUM      2000/46

VARIATION TO POLICY ON THE IMPORTATION OF ANIMAL COLOSTRUM FOR HUMAN CONSUMPTION


Background:

AQPM 1999/86 advised of the adoption of revised conditions for the importation of dairy products.  This followed an earlier AQPM 1999/76 in which the final IRA and proposed conditions were distributed for comment/appeal.  There was no appeal.

One of the sections of the IRA dealing with risk management highlighted the greater perceived risk associated with colostrum.  It was decided not to permit the importation of colostrum other than as a human therapeutic.  A copy of this section from the IRA is at attachment B.

All dairy products from New Zealand may, by legislation, enter Australia without an import permit.  These are not covered by the above policy.

Issues:

AQIS has received a number of requests to import colostrum for sale as a health food and sports’ food supplement.  As such, these products are not registered as therapeutics, and would not be permitted import under the new policy.  Notwithstanding, a number of these requests are for renewal of existing permits issued under the old conditions.

A perusal of advertising material on the Internet indicates that many colostral products are for sale internationally, and a significant number of these claim superiority on the grounds that the product has not been pasteurised.

AQIS and Animal Biosecurity do not see a risk with conventionally pasteurised product, but has concerns with the popular trend towards use of unpasteurised colostrum.  

Proposed actions:

1.
Animal Biosecurity proposes the approval of individual plants, by AQIS, to export colostrum for human consumption to Australia.  This would be on the basis of inspection by an AQIS officer or AQIS approved Authority to ascertain that pasteurisation of liquid colostrum, to the level required by AQIS for other dairy products, is a normal part of the process in that plant.  It is further proposed that approval be granted for a period of four years which is twice the usual period for which import permits are issued. Re-inspection of numerous plants within a shorter time frame would be logistically difficult.

2.
For countries that are free from all agents of concern for the species in question, importation of colostrum be will allowed without the additional requirement of plant inspection and approval.

3.
Importation of colostrum will be permitted under the attached quarantine requirements for the importation of colostrum from bovine and ovine/caprine origin respectively. (Attachment A)

Next Steps

If you wish to comment on the above policy variation, please ensure your comments reach Animal Biosecurity Policy by  18 November, 2000

Confidentiality

Respondents are advised that, subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1982, all submissions received in response to Animal Quarantine Policy Memoranda will be publicly available and may be listed or referred to in any papers or reports prepared on the subject matter of the Memoranda.

The Commonwealth reserves the right to reveal the identity of a respondent unless a request for anonymity accompanies the submission.  Where a request for anonymity does not accompany the submission the respondent will be taken to have consented to the disclosure of his or her identity for the purposes of Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act.

The contents of the submission will not be treated as confidential unless they are marked ‘confidential’ and they are capable of being classified as such in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.

DAVID BANKS

A/g General Manager

Animal Biosecurity Policy
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02 6271 6557/ 02 6296 4550
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margaret.leggoe@aqis.gov.au

This Animal Biosecurity Policy Memorandum (ABPM) advises of a variation in policy on the importation of colostrum.
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