AQIS
           AUSTRALIAN QUARANTINE AND INSPECTION SERVICE

               Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry - australia



95/890

22 October 1999

ANIMAL QUARANTINE POLICY MEMORANDUM       1999/72

Chief Veterinary Officers, all States and the NT
CSIRO Division of Animal Health

Animal Programs Section, AQIS Operations
National Farmers' Federation

Office of the Australian CVO
Quarantine and Animal Health Task Force, NFF

Animal Health Branch, NOAPH
Australian Animal Health Council

Veterinary Counsellors, Washington, Brussels & Seoul
Australian Veterinary Association

Agricultural Counsellor, Tokyo
Australian Livestock Exporters' Council


National Meat Association of Australia

Australian Small Animal Veterinary Association
Chief Veterinary Officer, MAF RA, NZ

Australian National Kennel Council


Head of Division of Companion Animal Clinical Sciences, School of Veterinary Science, U.Q.
Animal Institute of Tropical Veterinary and Animal Science, JCU

Head of Department of Applied Veterinary Medicine, Murdoch University
Department of Veterinary Clinical Studies, University of Sydney.

Australian & New Zealand Greyhound Assoc. Inc.
Veterinary Clinical Centre,  University of Melbourne

Pet Industry Joint Advisory Council
SOCOG

EU Delegation, Canberra


Proposed interim import conditions for the importaTION OF Disability assistance DOGS by disabled persons

This Animal Quarantine Policy Memorandum (AQPM) seeks comment on proposed interim conditions for the importation of disability assistance dogs by disabled persons.

The current conditions for the importation of guide dogs owned by blind persons have been operative since 1995.  Following their implementation there have been several requests to extend the conditions to include all disability assistance dogs.  This extension would include hearing dogs for deaf persons and support dogs for other disabled persons.

The proposed interim conditions have been developed to include all categories of disability assistance dogs.  They are intended to operate until the import risk analysis (IRA), now being undertaken to review the conditions for the importation of dogs and cats, is completed.

Current quarantine conditions for guide dogs

The current import conditions for guide dogs owned by blind persons apply as an addendum to, not as a replacement for, the import conditions for dogs from the country of export.  The conditions specifically deal with the establishment of an alternative to the requirement for post-arrival quarantine to be performed in an approved quarantine station.  Guide dogs are, subject to being found free from disease on arrival and the accompanying documentation being satisfactory, released under quarantine surveillance for the appropriate period rather than being required to perform the quarantine at a quarantine station.

Reasons for development of interim conditions

AQIS has received several requests to allow the import of disability assistance dogs other than guide dogs. 

Moreover organisers of the 2000 Paralympic Games to be held in Sydney have indicated the need to extend the “guide dog conditions” to include all disabled persons and their disability assistance dogs for the Games. 

Changes from current conditions for the importation of guide dogs
The current conditions for the importation of guide dogs by blind persons apply only to persons with a visual disability.  They do not apply to persons with any other disability covered by the Disability Discrimination Act 1992.

It is proposed that if adopted, conditions for the importation of disability assistance dogs by disabled persons would include guide dogs.  Current “guide dog conditions” would become obsolete. 

The draft conditions require the disabled person to provide documentary evidence of their disability and of their disability assistance dog’s training at a member school of the International federation of Guide dog schools, a school recognised by Assistance Dogs International (an international body devoted to the training and status of disability assistance dogs) or a school recognised by the national government of the disabled person’s home country.  This is similar to that currently required for the importation of guide dogs, their status is verified by proof of their owner’s visual disability and the guide dog’s training at a member school of the International federation of Guide dog schools.

The proposed conditions require that, during the period of quarantine surveillance when not confined to the Nominated Address, disability assistance dogs must wear a distinctive identifying coat, leash or harness. In addition, for dogs from approved countries in which rabies is present countries (ie, Categories 4 and 5), they must wear an AQIS approved muzzle.  

It is proposed that a declaration be signed by the owner and an official AQIS veterinarian under which the owner agrees to the conditions of the quarantine surveillance as specified in the conditions.

Under the abovementioned conditions AQIS considers that disability assistance dogs could be imported without significantly increasing the quarantine risk. 

As previously stated, conditions for the importation of dogs and cats are under review by AQIS and it is proposed that these interim conditions will operate until the IRA has been finalised.

Your comments are invited

I welcome your advice on the proposed interim conditions.  Following receipt of public comment, I will notify you of the final conditions.

Your response by 20 December 1999 would be appreciated.

I would be grateful if you would pass details of this notice to other interested parties, who should advise AQIS if they wish to be included in future communications on this matter. Inquiries should be directed to the officer whose contact details appear below.

Confidentiality
Respondents are advised that, subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1982, all submissions received in response to Animal Quarantine Policy Memoranda will be publicly available and may be listed or referred to in any papers or reports prepared on the subject matter of the Memoranda.

The Commonwealth reserves the right to reveal the identity of a respondent unless a request for anonymity accompanies the submission.  Where a request for anonymity does not accompany the submission the respondent will be taken to have consented to the disclosure of his or her identity for the purposes of Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act.

The contents of the submission will not be treated as confidential unless they are marked ‘confidential’ and they are capable of being classified as such in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act.
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