Changes to EC Beef Import Regulations 2006
The European Commission (EC) has advised its intention to increase Australia’s annual beef quota access amount from 7,000 tonnes to 7,150 tonnes.  The increase has been backdated to 1 January 2006, so will provide for an additional 75 tonnes for the current quota year.  The Department proposes to include this amount in the quota already returned as uncommitted quota and will be available as for other quota in this category.

The EC has also agreed to a change to the specification for high quality beef.  The new specification for high quality beef is as follows:
'.....meat covered by EU Common Nomenclature (CN) Codes 0201 20 90, 0202 30, 0202 20 90, 0206 10 95 and 0206 29 91 and meeting the following definition:
"Selected cuts obtained from steer or heifer carcasses which have been classified under one of the following official categories "Y", "YS", "YG", "YGS", "YP" and "YPS" as defined by AUS-MEAT Australia.  Beef colour shall conform to AUS-MEAT meat colour standards 1 B to 4, fat colour to AUS-MEAT fat colour reference standards 0 to 4 and fat depth (measured at the P8 site) to AUS-MEAT fat classes 2 to 5.
The cuts shall be labelled according to Article 13 of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 July 2000 establishing a system for the identification and registration of bovine animals and regarding the labelling of beef and beef products.
The indication "High Quality Beef" may be added to the information on the label".
Importantly, veal is now excluded from the specification.  The EC labelling requirement included is detailed in Article 13 of Regulation (EC) No 1760/2000, which may be viewed at: 

http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2000/l_204/l_20420000811en00010010.pdf.  An extract of the relevant Article is provided below.

Compulsory Community beef labelling system

Article 13

General rules

1. Operators and organisations marketing beef in the Community shall label it in accordance with this Article.  The compulsory labelling system shall ensure a link between, on the one hand, the identification of the carcass, quarter or pieces of meat and, on the other hand, the individual animal or, where this is sufficient to enable the accuracy of the information on the label to be checked, the group of animals concerned.

2. The label shall contain the following indications:

(a) 
a reference number or reference code ensuring the link between the meat and the animal or animals. This number may be the identification number of the individual animal from which the beef was derived or the identification number relating to a group of animals;

(b) 
the approval number of the slaughterhouse at which the animal or group of animals was slaughtered and the Member State or third country in which the slaughterhouse is established. The indication shall read: ‘Slaughtered in (name of the Member State or third country) (approval number)’;

(c) 
the approval number of the cutting hall which performed the cutting operation on the carcass or group of carcases and the Member State or third country in which the hall is established. The indication shall read: ‘Cutting in: (name of the Member State or third country) (approval number)’.

3. However, up until 31 December 2001, Member States where sufficient details are available in the identification and registration system for bovine animals, provided for in Title I, may decide that, for beef from animals born, raised and slaughtered in the same Member State, supplementary items of information must also be indicated on labels.

4. A compulsory system as provided for in paragraph 3 must not lead to any disruption of trade between the Member States.  The implementation arrangements applicable in those Member States intending to apply paragraph 3 shall require prior approval from the Commission.

5. 
(a) 
As from 1 January 2002, operators and organisations shall also indicate on the labels:

(i) Member State or third country of birth;

(ii) all Member States or third countries where fattening took place;

(iii) Member State or third country where slaughter took place;


(b) 
However, where the beef is derived from animals born, raised and slaughtered:

(i) in the same Member State, the indication may be given as ‘Origin: (name of Member State)’;

(ii) in the same third country, the indication may be given as ‘Origin: (name of third country)’.

