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DRAFT INTERIM CONDITIONS FOR THE IMPORTATION OF disability assistance DOGS BY disabled PERSONS

1
IMPORT CONDITIONS

1.1
Pursuant to Quarantine Proclamation 1998 Division 2 Section 37 these conditions are for the importation into Australia of disability assistance dogs by disabled persons.  These conditions are supplementary to the conditions for the importation of dogs and cats from the country of origin.

1.2
All official documents such as the Permit to Import and the Veterinary Certificates must accompany the dog to Australia.

2
PERMIT TO IMPORT

2.1
Except for disability assistance dogs from New Zealand, a Permit to Import must be obtained before importation.  Applications for import permits should be made to the Principal Veterinary Officer (Quarantine) [PVO(Q)] of the State of entry.

2.2
A Permit to Import will only be issued under the existing quarantine requirements for the importation of dogs from the country of origin into Australia, subject to the required information being supplied. 

2.3
A Permit to Import will not be issued until copies of the following documents have been received by the PVO(Q) with the permit application form:

- vaccination certificate/s for distemper, hepatitis, parvovirus and parainfluenza

- vaccination certificate for rabies (where necessary because of the conditions applying to importation from the country of export)

- laboratory report of rabies neutralising antibody titre test (where necessary because of the conditions applying to importation from the country of export)

- laboratory report of test for Ehrlichia canis
- laboratory report of test for Brucella canis
- laboratory report of test for Leptospira interrogans var. canicola.

In addition the following documents are also required:

- supporting documentation in relation to the owner’s disability

- supporting documentation in relation to the dog being a disability assistance dog and the period of ownership of the disability assistance dog; that being documentation from a member school of the International Federation of Guide Dog Schools or a member school of Assistance Dogs International or an organisation recognised by their national government as a school for training assistance dogs which states that the disability assistance dog has graduated from the school.  The dog must have been in the service of its disabled owner or the above-mentioned school in the six months prior to the scheduled date of importation. 

- the Australian address (Nominated Address) at which the disability assistance dog will be domiciled for the purposes of surveillance. 

2.4
The Nominated Address must be approved by AQIS as a suitable premise in which to conduct post arrival quarantine surveillance.  The owner must contact the PVO(Q) of the State of entry to arrange approval of the Nominated Address before the animal enters Australia.

To facilitate import clearance with minimal delay, a copy of the Permit to Import and all animal health certificates and attachments must be faxed or sent to the PVO(Q) of the State of entry two weeks prior to travel, where possible.  Original documents must accompany the dog. 

3
REVIEW OF THE IMPORT CONDITIONS

The import health conditions may be reviewed and amended when there is a change in policy, or as directed by the Director of Quarantine. 

4
IMPORTER’S RESPONSIBILITIES

4.1
All costs of selection, testing, treatment, transport, inspection, quarantine servicing and veterinary supervision must be borne by the importer or agent as appropriate. 

4.2
The importer or agent must make all arrangements for transport and obtain necessary transit authorities from any third countries on the transport route. 

5
TRANSPORT TO Australia
5.1
The owner must accompany the disability assistance dog to Australia. 

5.2
In the case of air travel, the disability assistance dog must be transported in a manner acceptable to the airline and the government of the exporting country.  In general the disability assistance dog should be transported as cargo in a container that complies with the standards specified in the International Air Transport Associations (IATA) Live Animal Regulations, and any additional requirements specified in the conditions of the import health standard under which the permit to import is issued.  If acceptable to the airline, the dog may be transported in the passenger cabin with the owner. 

5.3
The PVO (Quarantine) of the State in which the port of arrival is situated must be notified, at least 72 hours prior to departure, of the date and time of arrival of the dog, giving the flight number/ship number and arrival time, so that appropriate arrangements can be made without undue delay to the owner. 

6
CLEARANCE

6.1
On arrival in Australia a Quarantine Veterinary Officer shall verify that all the required documentation is present and completed correctly. 

6.2
A Quarantine veterinary officer shall examine the disability assistance dog to ensure that it is free from clinical signs of disease, including infestation with external parasites.  If the Quarantine veterinary officer considers the dog to be showing such signs, it may be treated and/or ordered into quarantine at an Animal quarantine Station where it shall be held and/or tested and treated until any exotic disease concern is resolved.

7
POST ARRIVAL QUARANTINE / QUARANTINE SURVEILLANCE

7.1
The release under quarantine surveillance of disability assistance dogs may be permitted in lieu of confinement in post-arrival quarantine at a quarantine station specified in the import conditions for dogs from the country of origin.  Such permission will only be granted provided all the other requirements of the import conditions have been met. 

7.2
Upon completion of the clinical examination the disability assistance dog may be eligible to be placed under quarantine surveillance using a ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ (PI 995) [Quarantine (Animals) Regulation 36].  The permit must state that the disability assistance dog is to be on a leash or harness under the direct control of the owner at all times when not confined at the address nominated by the owner.
7.3
Prior to the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ being issued, the importer shall sign both copies of the attached Owner’s Declarations, with one copy to be retained by AQIS and one copy retained by the owner.  By signing the Owner’s Declaration, enabling the period of post-arrival quarantine to be served as quarantine surveillance, the owner agrees that: 

7.3.1
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, the disability assistance dog will be under the direct control of the owner at all times when not confined at the Nominated Address.  When not confined at the Nominated Address the assistance dog must, at all times, wear its distinctive identifying coat, leash or harness.  When not confined at the Nominated Address the assistance dog must not be unleashed for any reason. 

7.3.2
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, no other dogs or cats are to be present at the nominated address, except any other disability assistance dog(s) owned by the resident(s) at the nominated address provided that any such dog(s) are subject to the same quarantine conditions as the imported dog. 

7.3.3
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, no other mammalian pets or livestock will be present at the nominated address, unless specific written approval from the Principal Veterinary Officer (Quarantine) has been obtained. 

7.3.4
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ a disability assistance dog from ‘An approved country in which dog-mediated rabies is absent or well controlled’ must wear an AQIS approved muzzle at all times when it is not confined at the Nominated Address.  Countries in this category are:


Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Brunei, Canada, Cayman Islands, The Republic of Croatia, Denmark, France, Finland, Germany, Greece, Greenland, Hong Kong, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Peninsular Malaysia, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, Portugal, Sabah, Sarawak, Seychelles, Spain, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, United States of America and US Virgin Islands.  (Subject to review)

7.3.5
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ the owner must inform AQIS of any altercations, fights or contacts with other animals that the dog may have encountered.  The owner must make reasonable attempts to establish the identity of that dog or cat or any other mammalian animal and the name and address of its owner.  This information must be passed onto AQIS without delay.

7.3.6 
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, a Quarantine veterinary officer may make arrangements to visit the nominated address for the purpose of surveillance.  The owner shall, in signing the Owner’s Declaration, agree to co-operate in this matter with the veterinary officer, while understanding that the veterinary officer may exercise powers under the Quarantine Act 1908 without the prior approval of the owner.

7.4
The period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, which shall be equal to the period of post-arrival quarantine specified within the import health standard for the importation of dogs into Australia from the country of origin of the dog, shall be determined by the Quarantine veterinary officer and noted on the Owner’s Declaration. 

7.5
Once the Quarantine veterinary officer has determined that the disability assistance dog is free from the clinical signs of disease, confirmed that the documentation is present and completed correctly, and that both copies of the Owner’s Declaration have been completed and retained by AQIS and the owner respectively, the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ can be issued. 

DAVID BANKS

A/g Assistant Director

Animal Quarantine Policy Branch
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OWNER’S DECLARATION 

I,…………………………………………………………………(Full name in block letters) being the owner of the disability assistance dog imported into Australia and identified below, declare that the conditions detailed below and the period covered by this declaration have been fully explained to me, and I undertake to comply with these conditions, acknowledging that my compliance is necessary for the post-arrival quarantine to be served as quarantine surveillance. 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE disability assistance DOG 

Microchip identification number: 

Name: 

Breed: 

Sex: 

Date of Birth: 

Number of Permit to Import: 

1
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, the disability assistance dog will be under my direct control at all times when not confined at the Nominated Address specified on the Permit to Import.  I understand that direct control means that I must keep the dog on the leash, and under my control, at all times when not confined at the Nominated Address.  I will not unleash the dog at any time while it is under my direct control.

2
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, no other dogs or cats will be present at the Nominated Address, except any other disability assistance dog(s) owned by the resident(s) at the Nominated Address.  I undertake to ensure that any such dog(s) are subject to the same quarantine conditions as the imported dog. 

3
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, no other mammalian pets or livestock will be present at the Nominated Address, unless specific written approval from the Principal Veterinary Officer (Quarantine) has been obtained. 

4
When not confined at the Nominated Address the assistance dog shall, at all times, wear its distinctive identifying coat, leash or harness.

5
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, a disability assistance dog from ‘An approved country in which dog-mediated rabies is absent or well controlled’ must wear an AQIS approved muzzle at all times when it is not confined at the Nominated Address.  Countries in this category are:

Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Brunei, Canada, Cayman Islands, The Republic of Croatia, Denmark, France, Finland, Germany, Greece, Greenland, Hong Kong, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Peninsular Malaysia, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, Portugal, Sabah, Sarawak, Seychelles, Spain, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, United States of America and US Virgin Islands.

6
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ the owner must inform AQIS of any altercations, fights or contact with other animals that the dog may have encountered.  The owner must make reasonable attempts to establish the identity of the animals and the name and address of its owner.  This information must be passed onto AQIS without delay.

7
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, a Quarantine veterinary officer may make arrangements to visit the Nominated Address.  I understand that, in signing the Owner’s Declaration, I agree to co-operate in this matter with the Quarantine veterinary officer but that the Quarantine veterinary officer may exercise powers under the Quarantine Act 1908 without my prior approval. 

8
I agree to pay all quarantine fees associated with the quarantine surveillance period.

Signature of the Owner Date 

The Nominated Address specified on the Permit to Import: 

PERIOD COVERED BY OWNER’S DECLARATION 

The period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ in the owner’s declaration shall be from ........................................... till ……………………………………, this being the period of post-arrival quarantine stipulated in the import health standard for the importation into Australia of dogs from the country of origin of the disability assistance dog. 

Signature of Quarantine Veterinary Officer 

Date of Signature 

Name and address of office: 

NB This copy to be retained by AQIS

(OWNER’S COPY)

OWNER’S DECLARATION 

I,..........................................................………………………….,(Full name in block letters) being the owner of the disability assistance dog imported into Australia and identified below, declare that the conditions detailed below and the period covered by this declaration have been fully explained to me, and I undertake to comply with these conditions, acknowledging that my compliance is necessary for the post-arrival quarantine to be served as quarantine surveillance. 

IDENTIFICATION OF THE disability assistance DOG

Microchip identification number: 

Name: 

Breed: 

Sex: 

Date of Birth: 

Number of Permit to Import: 

1
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, the disability assistance dog will be under my direct control at all times when not confined at the Nominated Address specified on the permit to import.  I understand that direct control means that I must keep the dog on the leash, and under my control, at all times when not confined at the Nominated Address.  I will not unleash the dog at any time while it is under my direct control.

2
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, no other dogs or cats will be present at the nominated address, except any other disability assistance dog(s) owned by the resident(s) at the Nominated Address.  I undertake to ensure that any such dog(s) are subject to the same quarantine conditions as the imported dog. 

3
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, no other mammalian pets or livestock will be present at the Nominated Address, unless specific written approval from the Principal Veterinary Officer (Quarantine) has been obtained. 

4
When not confined at the Nominated Address the assistance dog shall, at all times, wear its distinctive identifying coat, leash or harness.

5
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, a disability assistance dog from ‘An approved country in which dog-mediated rabies is absent or well controlled’ must wear an AQIS approved muzzle at all times when it is not confined at the Nominated Address.  Countries in this category are:

Austria, Bahamas, Belgium, Bermuda, British Virgin Islands, Brunei, Canada, Cayman Islands, The Republic of Croatia, Denmark, France, Finland, Germany, Greece, Greenland, Hong Kong, Israel, Italy, Luxembourg, Peninsular Malaysia, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles and Aruba, Portugal, Sabah, Sarawak, Seychelles, Spain, Switzerland, United Arab Emirates, United States of America and US Virgin Islands.

6
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ the owner must inform AQIS of any altercations, fights or contacts with other animals that the dog may have encountered.  The owner must make reasonable attempts to establish the identity of the animals and the name and address of its owner.  This information must be passed onto AQIS without delay.

7
During the period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’, a Quarantine veterinary officer may make arrangements to visit the Nominated Address.  I understand that, in signing the Owner’s Declaration, I agree to co-operate in this matter with the Quarantine veterinary officer but that the Quarantine veterinary officer may exercise powers under the Quarantine Act 1908 without my prior approval. 

8
I agree to pay all quarantine fees associated with the quarantine surveillance period.

Signature of the Owner Date 

The Nominated Address specified on the Permit to Import: 

PERIOD COVERED BY OWNER’S DECLARATION 

The period covered by the ‘Permit for release under quarantine surveillance’ in the owner’s declaration shall be from ........................................... till ……………………………………, this being the period of post-arrival quarantine stipulated in the import health standard for the importation into Australia of dogs from the country of origin of the disability assistance dog. 

Signature of Quarantine Veterinary Officer 

Date of Signature 

Name and address of office: 

NB This copy to be retained by the owner
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