Introduction to Environmental Management Systems in Agriculture

Biodiversity Resource Guide

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY

DISCLAIMER 

The information in this guide is not comprehensive, and has been assembled from available government sources and information made available by a limited number of jurisdictions and organisations. Absence from this guide of a policy or statute on a specific issue does not necessarily mean that such a policy or statute is in fact missing in that jurisdiction. Inclusion of a statute, organisation or policy in this guide in no way implies any judgement as to the efficacy, appropriateness or otherwise of such to biodiversity conservation or any other matter.  

KEY BIODIVERSITY LEGISLATION

Refer to the following websites to access electronic copies of the Principal Acts and Statutory Rules in operation at a given point in time. Most have advanced searching and browsing facilities for easy access to specific clauses etc.

All Commonwealth and State Acts are available online at http://scaleplus.law.gov.au/ or the Australasian Legal Information Institute: http://www.austlii.edu.au/)

A network of independent community environmental law centres is available through the Environmental Defenders Office, online at: http://www.edo.org.au/
	Title of Act
	Key biodiversity implications
	Major contact

	Australian Capital Territory (Planning and Land Management) Act 1988
	· Commonwealth Act, establishes the ACT Rural Policy.
	Department of Territories.

· 

	Environment Protection Act 1997 (ACT)
	· Provides for :

· a general environmental duty for all persons to prevent environmental harm or nuisance

· a system of environmental authorisations for activities most likely to cause environmental harm

· a system of environment protection agreements for activities less likely to cause environmental harm

· a range of other mechanisms to regulate environmentally harmful activities and to encourage environmentally responsible practices

· an Environment Management Authority (EMA) to administer these systems and mechanisms.


	Environment ACT.

· (02) 6207 9777

	Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 
	· Provides for :

· administration of the ACT’s leasehold tenure system, which allows the government to impose lease conditions for planning purposes.

· the Territory Plan, which establishes various land use policies allowing for particular uses in specified areas

· the reservation and management of public land such as national parks and nature reserves

· the Heritage Places Register 

· the development approval process

· an environmental impact assessment process - proposals for defined activities involving the  clearing of remnant native vegetation of greater than 0.5 hectares are subject to impact assessment

· Ministerial orders prohibiting unauthorised or damaging activities.


	Planning and Land Management.

· (02) 6207 1926

	Nature Conservation Act 1980
	· Provides for :

· a Conservator of Flora and Fauna, a Flora and Fauna Committee and the ACT Parks and Conservation Service

· an ACT Nature Conservation Strategy

· a licensing system for activities involving animals and native plants, and offences for unlicensed activities

· issuing of directions for the protection of native animals and plants

· declarations of vulnerable and endangered species, endangered ecological communities, threatening processes, prohibited and controlled organisms

· action plans for the survival of declared vulnerable species, endangered species and ecological communities, and for the minimisation of threatening processes

· regulation of areas reserved for conservation purposes

· management agreements for government agencies whose activities affect public land.


	Environment ACT. 

· (02) 6207 9777



	Water Resources Act 1998
	· Provides for:

· government ownership of water resources

· ecologically sustainable management of water resources by the EMA

· a water resources management plan and environmental flow guidelines to determine water allocations

· a licensing system for taking surface and underground water.


	Environment ACT.

· (02) 6207 9777


KEY BIODIVERSITY POLICIES AND STRATEGIES 

	Policy 
	Description
	What does it mean for a landholder?

	ACT Rural Policy
	· Provides the basis for securing the sustainability of rural enterprises and their supporting environments.

· The Land (Planning and Environment) Act 1991 requires that as part of the approvals process for establishing a new rural lease, a Land Management Agreement (LMA) must be developed between the prospective lessee and the Government.


	· Prior to the issue of new leases, the Government will secure any features and areas having special conservation value, primarily through Land Management Agreements and where necessary, a withdrawal clause.

· A Land Management Agreement is required to detail how a land manager will identify conservation assets and detail how they propose these assets to be secured.

· The purpose of a LMA is to establish an agreed framework for sustainable management of the land.

· Each LMA will be reviewed routinely every five years.



	ACT Nature Conservation Strategy 1998
	· Establishes a framework for achieving long term conservation of biodiversity.


	· Specifically addresses conservation of remnant vegetation on rural lands outside nature reserves and will explore concepts such as conservation covenants and an ACT land for Nature Scheme.

	See also: 

ACT Weeds Strategy 

ACT Vertebrate Pest Management Strategy 

Tree Management and Protection Policy 

ACT Firewood Strategy
	· 
	


KEY BIODIVERSITY CODES OF PRACTICE AND BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE GUIDELINES

	Document Title
	What does it provide for landholders?
	Source

	General
	· Refer to the ‘National’ listing of this Resource Guide for information on a number of codes of practice, best management practice guidelines etc that maybe applicable in your region/enterprise.


	


BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION- TECHNICAL 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Environmental law
	(1) EDO Fact Sheets. A series of environmental fact sheets deigned to provide the community with plain English explanations of environmental law. 

Contact: Environmental Defenders Office.

· (02) 6247 9420

Web: www.edo.org.au



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - FLORA 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Protected flora
	(1) Threatened Species And Ecological Communities Fact Sheets. A summary of Action Plans that outlines conservation and protection proposals for threatened species or community.

Contact: Environment ACT – Environment Information Centre

· (02) 6207 9777

Web: http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ie4/nativeplantsandanimals/thrtspecfact/thrtspecfact.html
(2) List of Protected Native Plants in the ACT.   

Contact: Environment ACT – Environment Information Centre

· (02) 6207 9777

Web: http://www.environment.act.gov.au/ie4/nativeplantsandanimals/flora.html


	Identification
	(1) Wildlife Research and Monitoring Unit. Provides a Statement of Biodiversity Assets which forms part of every Land Management Agreement for leasehold land in ACT.

Contact: Wildlife Research and Monitoring Unit Helpline.

· (02) 6207 9777




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - FAUNA 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Identification
	(1) Wildlife Research and Monitoring Unit. Provides a Statement of Biodiversity Assets which forms part of every Land Management Agreement for leasehold land in the ACT.

Contact: Wildlife Research and Monitoring Unit Helpline.

· (02) 6207 9777




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - TRAINING 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Training
	Mainly co-ordinated in association with NSW Southern Tablelands – refer to NSW ‘Biodiversity Management Information – Training’.




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - INCENTIVES 

Information on incentive packages and funding opportunities is dynamic and subject to change without notice. Always check with the funding agency to determine current closing dates and other application details. Remember to contact local sponsors or key funding agencies in your region to determine if your property is eligible for any funding in their current funding round.

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Landcare, Bushcare, Rivercare, Coastcare
	(1) Natural Heritage Trust. At a regional scale, the current phase of the Natural Heritage Trust will mostly be delivered through integrated regional plans that identify natural resource management targets and investment priorities. The Australian Government Envirofund enables community groups to apply for grants of up to $30,000 to carry out on-ground actions to target local problems. 

Contact: Environment Australia

· 1800 065 823

Web: www.nht.gov.au
Contact: ACT Natural Heritage Trust Coordinator.

· (02) 6207 5584.

	Conservation
	(1) Rural Conservation Fund. Devolved grant, partnership of Environment ACT, Natural Heritage Trust and Greening Australia. Supports projects for leased rural land that contributes to biodiversity conservation. Funding for work on the ground, an education program or demonstration project, or gathering of information about conservation assets and their management requirements. Requires a Land Management Agreement to be prepared. Subject to review under NHT 2.

Contact: Environment ACT.

· (02) 6207 1911

or

Contact:  Greening Australia.

· (02) 6253 3053




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION -EQUIPMENT/LABOUR INFORMATION

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Labour
	Refer to the ‘National’ listing of this Resource Kit for information on a number of national programs that maybe available in your region.




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT - CATCHMENT 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Catchment
	Refer to the Policy section of this document for details of plans, documents, etc. that may influence a catchment wide management approach.




BIODIVERSITY SUPPPORT SERVICES

The table below provides details of the principal advisory support services (government, agency, or community organisations) that rural landholders may access to manage native biodiversity assets on their property. The table has been organised to provide details in three strategic areas: 

(1) Support provided.

(2) Information available.

(3) On site advice (check with the organisation to determine if there is any charge for this service).

	
	Regional contacts
	Grants/ incentives
	Training programs/ courses 
	Field days /excursions
	Information sheets/publications
	Legislation (Biodiversity)
	Conservation status/databases
	Flora/fauna lists or ID
	Flora/ fauna management 
	Flora/ fauna habitats – needs or info
	Regeneration and revegetation
	Pest plant/animal control
	Threat mitigation/management
	Monitoring
	ID of  threats
	ID of Flora/fauna
	Flora assessments
	Monitoring 
	

	Department of Urban Services
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· (02) 6207 9777

	Greening Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Contact details





Organisation
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