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Julia Hardakker, AMRRIC
VO: One of the most challenging areas of animal welfare in Australia is the respectful management of dogs in Indigenous communities. Julia Hardakker from not-for-profit group AMRRIC explains. 
Julia Hardakker: It certainly isn’t the case in every community, but in many communities they are overrun with free roaming dogs that just breed willy-nilly causing constant nuisance from fighting and scavenging for food and internal / external parasites, injuries to children from aggressive animals and often the problem has been top-down, inappropriate, unconsidered and certainly not developed with the community, policies, by-laws or ideas to get in and ‘fix’ the problem. 

VO: Is it the case that Indigenous communities recognise that there is a problem with over-population of dogs? 

JH: They will always say: there are too many dogs, we don’t feel safe, and the dogs make our kids and us sick. Communities know what the issues are; they just haven’t had access to the resources and the help to be able to deal with it. 

VO: I suppose it is not as simple as just removing a whole heap of dogs from each of the communities? 

JH: Absolutely not, and unfortunately that seems to be some of the mentality that still exists up here and it is very difficult to deal with because if you go in there and remove the dogs or do a mass cull, generally that’s gotta be undertaken in a way that’s very inappropriate and very disrespectful.  And forget that if you take, you know, 20 dogs out of a community and euthanase them, if there’s not a solid, solid sustainable dog health program in there, including a desexing program so that you actually stop the pups from getting on the ground, in a year’s time you can go back into that community and all of those dogs will have been replaced, so its certainly not the answer to building sustainable programs. We believe that the solution has to firstly rely on adequate funding committed to building sustainable dog health programs that are built on an understanding of what dogs mean to Indigenous people – you know they are pets, they are family members, they have skin names, they have a place in their community, a place in their family - not in every community, but in many many of them – so that we actually build a program based on what the people agree is achievable, otherwise you don’t get any compliance, and then the funds put in there to get massive desexing programs and basically helping people move along the continuum so that we move from having pests to having pets. 
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