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NATIONAL CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE ON ANIMAL WELFARE (NCCAW)
Record of Meeting

6-7 August 2008

Mantra on Northbourne

84 Northbourne Avenue
Braddon, ACT

Participants List:

· Chair: DrJohn Drinan

· Dr Rod Andrewartha, Chair, Animal Welfare Working Group, Primary Industries Standing Committee

· Mr Bob Barwell, National Farmers Federation (NFF), Extensive Industries Representative
· Dr Ross Burton, NSW Department of Primary Industries, State and Territory Governments’ Representative

· Dr Kevin Doyle, Australian Veterinary Association
· Ms Nicola Hinder, General Manager, Animal Welfare Branch, Department of Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry (DAFF)
· Ms Glenys Oogjes, Executive Director, Animals Australia
· Mr Rod Thirkell-Johnston, Director, Australian Racing Board (deputy for Mr Andrew Harding)

· Ms Meg Parkinson, National Farmers Federation, Intensive Industries Representative
· Dr Hugh Wirth, President, RSPCA Victoria, RSPCA Australia Representative
· Secretariat: Dr Peter Thornber and Mr Peter Coggins, Animal Welfare Branch, Department of Agriculture Fisheries & Forestry

Agenda Item 1: Welcome and introduction




John Drinan 

Dr Drinan thanked members for attending and welcomed Ms Hinder, General Manager, Animal Welfare Branch, DAFF, attending her first NCCAW Meeting. He also welcomed Mr Thirkell-Johnston, Director, Australian Racing Board, deputising for Mr Andrew Harding. 

Minutes of last meeting 

Members agreed that it was a true and accurate record of the last meeting except some additions requested by Ms Oogjes which were not fully taken up. It was agreed that the minutes would stand but that it be noted in the minutes of this meeting that Ms Oogjes’s comments were not fully taken up.
Matters arising
· (Updated Action List is at Attachment 1). Members noted in particular that the referring of NCCAW position statements to AAWS Sectoral Committees for updating had worked well in principle, noting that some had been dealt with more quickly than others, depending on resources. 

	Action 1: Dr Wirth will contact Mr Andrew Harding and others to progress development of a Position Statement on the identification of horses. He will also provide an updated report to NCCAW out of session on current arrangements in all jurisdictions for identification of dogs and cats as well as horses. Dr Ross Burton will assist.




	Action 2: Drs Wirth and Doyle will contact Dr Kersti Seksel concerning Australian Animal Welfare Strategy (AAWS) Companion Animals Working Group consideration/endorsement of the draft dog and cat code out of session, that could then be recommended to NCCAW as national guidelines.




Presentation by Mr Troy Bramston
Mr Bramston, Minister’s Adviser and Ms Nicky Seaby, Department Liaison Officer, attended the NCCAW meeting to meet Members on behalf of the Minister. This followed a 14 July 2008 meeting between the Minister, Drs Drinan and Thornber and Ms Hinder to discuss the AAWS and NCCAW.
Mr Bramston advised that the Minister sees animal welfare as being very important and is keen to help industry achieve better animal welfare outcomes, the recent announcement of over $1m in increased funding to improve the post arrival welfare of livestock exports demonstrates this commitment.
He also advised that:

· he was available to meet with animal welfare groups and has had meetings with RSPCA, Animals Australia, Compassion in World Farming and Voiceless representatives;
· his readiness to have an open and ongoing engagement with these groups was demonstrated by his telephone call to Ms Oogjes to advise her of the decision to resume the livestock trade to Egypt; and
· animal welfare issues raised with him included mulesing, food labelling and savannah cats.
In response to the question as to how NCCAW can best advise the Minister on animal welfare issues, Mr Bramston advised that the Minister:

· is happy to receive advice but has no fixed view as to how it should be provided;

· may not respond to letters advising of the outcomes of each NCCAW meeting but this does not mean that the advice provided has not been noted; and

· has had a range of animal welfare issues raised with him including mulesing, food labelling, savannah cats and the issue of finding a ministerial council to deal with companion animals.
In discussion it was noted that:

· NCCAW had been reviewed in late 2006 and its future would be further considered in the review of AAWS arrangements during this financial year; and
· the long standing call for an animal welfare ministerial council remains unanswered.

Agenda Item 2: The use of disease as an invasive animal control method
Tony Peacock
Dr Tony Peacock, CEO of the Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre (CRC), provided an interesting update on CRC activities.
Savannah cats
· Concerns raised by the CRC about the proposed importation of Savannah cats, a new hybrid cat, resulted in Minister Garret acting on 3 August 2008 to ban their importation. 
· While there were 14 or 15 of these cats in quarantine in the US prior to shipment to Australia, none had entered Australia prior to the ban.

· The initial risk assessment conducted by consultants for the Department of Environment, Water Heritage & the Arts was poor. The Vertebrate Pest Committee was not consulted and, as the Department applied the CITES definition of a domestic cat as being one at least five generations away from the wild, the states were not consulted.

· Aside from the threat to wildlife posed by Savannah cats, there is a significant animal welfare issue associated with these cats themselves. The gestation periods of the breeds giving rise to this hybrid are very different. Many offspring from these hybrids are accordingly premature and few survive.

· While the Minister has redefined domestic cats as being cats other than cervils, it remains legal to import hybrid animals and there are seven other hybrid cats which could potentially be brought into Australia.
Wolf Dogs
· Wolf Dogs are another potential problem. There are an estimated 500,000 in the USA and on average an American child is killed by one every eighteen months.
· Feral dogs in Australia are getting bigger as a result of the ongoing introduction of hybrid vigour through contact with domestic dogs – 25% bigger in southern Australia than they were 30 years ago and 20% bigger in central Australia.
Replacement of 1080 by “HOG-GONE” in feral pig baits
· Recently completed trials in Queensland have shown that HOG-GONE kills quickly.

· PAPP, the active agent, works on methaemaglobin and can harm reptiles.

· Registration is being progressed.
· Poisoning can be reversed, if accidental, by giving methlyene blue orally.
· It is expected that HOG-GONE will result in far less use of 1080 in Australia.
CRC Program review
· The recent CRC Program review is likely to result in a swing back to public good CRCs and an end-user focus.

· It also strengthens the likelihood of an animal welfare CRC.

· It is difficult for a multipurpose CRC to attract end user financial support.

· Universities prefer ARC to CRC funds as they are easier to obtain.

Use of disease as biological control

· Rabbit numbers are increasing and would be greater but for Myxomatosis which still kills about 40% of new rabbits.
· Calicivirus is an enhanced haemorrhagic disease for rabbit control and is estimated to have delivered about 0.5billion per year benefit as a biocide ($6-7billion benefit since release)

· The question nevertheless remains as to whether the community will accept disease as a control.

· The Rural Industries R&D Corporation has invested a lot into building a commercial rabbit industry and it may not be difficult to include Myxomatosis in the Rabbit Calicivirus vaccine given to farmed and pet rabbits.

· Consideration is being given to using Cyprinid Herpes Virus type 3 (Koi Herpes Virus) as a carp control. It has not killed any other fish, even gold fish which are related to carp.
· The Australian Animal Health Laboratory has imported Koi Herpes Virus and is developing a test as this is a reportable disease to the International Animal Health Organization (OIE).
In discussion it was noted that:

· A possible change in Australia’s country animal health status following introduction of a new disease as a biocide would be a policy question, especially if the virus used was a reportable disease to OIE.

· Particular questions needed answers, ie how do carp die with such a disease and what would be the impact on commercial carp businesses?

· OIE welfare guidelines on aquatic animals were being developed and would be relevant in the context of welfare statements and guiding principles. 

	Action 3 Peter Thornber to seek a copy of draft aquatic animal welfare guidelines from Eva Bernoth, President of OIE Fish Diseases Commission and forward to Tony Peacock.




Agenda Item 3: NCCAW Position Statements




Peter Coggins 

3.1 Progress report on new Position Statements being developed and existing ones being updated

It was noted that:

· At the February 2008 NCCAW meeting it was agreed that eight current NCCAW Position Statements be referred to AAWS Sectoral Working Groups for review and updating.
· NCCAW was awaiting advice from the AAWS Animals used in Research and Teaching Working Group in relation to the three Position Statements referred to it, viz

· Genetic manipulation of animals (July 1991)
· Government regulation of animal experimentation (September 1990)

· LD50 and Draize tests (October 1993)

· Animal Health Australia has updated the two Position Statements referred to the AAWS Livestock Production Working Group but neither draft was yet ready for consideration by NCCAW, viz
· Antler removal in deer (March 1993)

· The welfare of animals at abattoirs (October 2000)

· The two Position Statements referred to the AAWS Animals in the Wild Working Group have been updated but neither draft was yet ready for consideration by NCCAW, viz
· Rescue and rehabilitation of sick, injured or orphaned wildlife

· Wildlife as pets (October 1997)

· The draft update of the Electronic dog collars (November 1996) Position Statement by the AAWS Companion Animals working Group is to be considered at this NCCAW meeting.
It was also noted that drafts of three new Position Statements concerning animal hoarding, animal rehousing and management of injured stray companion animals, are to be considered at this NCCAW meeting.

3.2
Position Statement Artificial rearing of calves for dairy replacements or beef & veal production (November 1996)
Ross Burton advised NCCAW about some conflicting words between current Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals – Cattle and the NCCAW Position Statement. He recommended that the NCCAW Position Statement be discarded, as we move to converting the current cattle code to revised Australian Standards and Guidelines for Cattle. He also indicated that the Code had better wording than in the current position statement and that if the position statement was to be retained, it should be reviewed and reworded. He offered to review the statement. 

Members discussed the historical development of the position statement (it was developed in the late 1990s in response attempts by European trained farmers in Victoria to set up European systems of veal production). The statement was considered by some to better encapsulate welfare needs. Members decided it would be useful to retain the Position Statement to be available to inform those rewriting the Cattle Code in the next revision. 

	Action 4: Ross Burton to prepare a draft update of the Position Statement Artificial rearing of calves for dairy replacements or beef & veal production (November 1996), in consultation with the Calf Rearers Association and the dairy Industry, for consideration at the next NCCAW meeting.



3.3
Position Statement Essential Provisions of Legislation 

It was agreed that:

· This Position Statement be updated by Peter Coggins in the light of Allan Sheridan’s Report on the Consistency in Animal Welfare Legislation Project.

· The point be made in the revised Position Statement that the increasing tendency to separate livestock from companion animal welfare (in some jurisdictions there is separate legislation for livestock) was ill advised. 

	Action 5: Peter Coggins to review the Position Statement Essential Provisions of Legislation in concert with Hugh Wirth and Allan Sheridan. The draft update to be considered by the AAWS Sectoral Group Chairs before a final draft is prepared for consideration by NCCAW. 



3.4
Drafts of new and revised Position Statements for consideration

3.4.1 Management of injured stray companion animals 

It was noted that:

· There is a need to engage local government authorities, RSPCA not being the only body which operates pounds.

· It would be necessary to develop a Position Statement to cover wildlife, if wildlife is to be covered, rather than expand this Position Statement.

· Australian Veterinary Association members have provided comments on the draft Position Statement to Kevin Doyle.
	Action 6: NCCAW Chair to refer the draft Position Statement Management of injured stray companion animals as well as Australian Veterinary Association comments on the draft to the AAWS Companion Animals working Group (on which there is local government representation) for consideration and advice. 




3.4.2
Shortening of dogs’ tails
It was agreed that:

· The list of traditionally tail shortened breeds of dog incorporated in the draft update of this Position Statement which was prepared by Peter Coggins, be deleted.

· The draft otherwise be endorsed notwithstanding a National Farmers Federation concern about the stated requirement in the draft that shortening of any dog’s tail to treat disease or injury must be performed by a veterinary surgeon; a concern arising from limited access to veterinarians in remote areas. 

	Action 7: NCCAW Secretariat to arrange publication of the amended Position Statement Shortening of dogs’ tails on the NCCAW section of the departmental website.



3.4.3
Electronic dog collars
There was unanimous agreement that it is inappropriate to restrict the importation of electronic dog collars given that electronic dog collars can be assembled locally from imported components and it is contrary to world trading rules for a country to restrict the importation of a product which can be legally manufactured, sold and used within that country.

The RSPCA Australia and Animals Australia representatives stated that their respective organisations would be practical and support removal of references to electronic dog collars in the Customs Prohibited Imports Regulations.

It was agreed that:

· The letter dated 9 April 2008 from the AAWS Companion Animals Working Group Chair recommending that the November 1996 Position Statement be changed from “to oppose the manufacture, importation and use of electronic dog collars” to “to oppose the possession and/or use of electronic dog collars”, be left on the table for further discussion at the next meeting. (This recommended change would end NCCAW’s formal opposition to restricting electronic dog collar imports but maintain NCCAW’s formal opposition to the use of these collars.)
· The NCCAW Secretariat obtain and distribute to NCCAW members extracts on the animal welfare aspects of electronic dog collars.
It was stated that the AAWS Animals used in Work, Sport, Recreation and on Display Working Group is developing a questionnaire on working dogs that includes use of electronic dog collars. 

	Action 8: The NCCAW Secretariat to obtain and distribute to NCCAW members extracts on the animal welfare aspects of electronic dog collars.




	Action 9: Peter Thornber to circulate finalised working dog questionnaire to NCCAW and the AAWS Companion Animals Working Group.




3.4.4.
Animal hoarding
It was noted that:

· This draft Position Statement was prepared by Hugh Wirth for NCCAW.

· Animal hoarding is a mental health as well as an animal welfare issue and unless the mental issues are addressed there will be 100% recidivism. 

· Tufts University in Boston, USA has recognised expertise in this area.
· Hugh Wirth is happy to develop the draft further, the current draft being viewed as an executive summary.

· Eventually, a national guideline/position statement could be developed and referred to Minister Burke with the recommendation that he formally pass it to the Minister for Health and Attorney General for further action.  

	Action 10: NCCAW Secretariat to obtain from Hugh Wirth the Tufts University web address and Victorian DPI guidelines for animal welfare inspectors investigating animal hoarding cases and circulate both to NCCAW members. 




	Action 11: Hugh Wirth to further develop his draft Position Statement Animal hoarding in consultation with the Companion Animals Working Group for consideration at the next NCCAW meeting.




3.4.5.
Animal rehousing
It was stated that:

· This draft Position Statement is a good start but has yet to be fully considered by the AAWS Companion Animals Working Group. 
· Neither the advent of non-kill shelters nor the US proposal that there be no shelters at all had been addressed in the draft.
	Action 12: NCCAW Secretariat to liaise with the AAWS Companion Animals Working Group Secretariat to arrange further consideration of the draft Position Statement Animal rehousing by the Working Group.



3.4.6.
 Feedlots

It was noted that:
· As agreed at the February 2008 NCCAW meeting, the NCCAW Secretary sought advice from The Australian Lot Feeders’ Association (ALFA) as to whether the Position Statement Feedlots (June 1990) should be retained as is, retained but updated or deleted.

· Feedlots are now covered well by the ALFA code. On the other hand Position Statements are seen as aspirational rather than prescriptive and may have a role separate to that of a code.
· ALFA responded by suggesting specific updates of the Position Statement to bring it into line with the feedlot industry’s quality assurance program, the National Feedlot Accreditation Scheme.

· Reasons were not given for particular changes, eg changing the minimum density from 15-20 square metres per animal to 9-20 square metres per animal.

· Meat and Livestock Australia funded scientific work owned by ALFA.

	Action 13: NCCAW Members to provide NCCAW Secretariat with specific questions about the draft update of the Position Statement Feedlots, by the end of August 2008, to be put to ALFA.




	Action 14: NCCAW Secretariat to pass NCCAW’s questions to ALFA and seek copies of the scientific papers underpinning the proposed changes to the position statement. 




	Action 15: NCCAW Secretariat to prepare a further draft update of the Position Statement Feedlots with a view to endorsement of a final Position Statement out of session




Agenda Item 4: Live Exports Update



Narelle Clegg & Paul Morris 

Dr Clegg presented an update on livestock export voyages. The data for 2008 ended at 30 June 2008 compared to full calendar year data for 2005, 2006 and 2007. There have been no reportable mortalities so far in 2008. Mortality reports to Parliament are available at website: www.daff.gov.au/export/live-animals/livestock/summary_of_aqis_mortality_investigations 
Exports in 2008 of both live cattle and live sheep are expected to exceed the numbers exported in 2007.
Shipments by air have lower mortalities than shipments by sea. Members applauded the ongoing overall decrease in mortalities.
It was noted that international comparisons would be of interest, particularly with the trade from South America where voyage patterns are similar to those from Australia, but other countries do not collate and publish mortality numbers.

Paul Morris, Market Access Division, DAFF outlined key initiatives:
· A $7.6 million 4 year extension to the Live Animal Trade Program (Agricultural Counsellor position to continue in Middle East and $4.2 million for animal welfare projects).

· Continued negotiation of MOUs with Middle East countries.
· Promoting OIE animal welfare guidelines.
· Oversight in DAFF from farm to final slaughter/overseas farm.
Under the Live Animal Trade Program around $3.6 million was expended on projects in the period 2004-05 to 2007-08 and more than $1million in projects has been approved under the new government.
MOUs have now been signed with 8 countries, Qatar being the most recent in July 2007. Oman and Bahrain are close to signing and when they do all the Gulf Cooperation Council countries will have signed. Iran, Sudan and Syria wish to import Australian livestock but this will not commence until MOUs are signed.
He discussed efforts by his team and the Animal Welfare Branch in taking the lead internationally in promoting the adoption of OIE welfare guidelines. These efforts include assisting with the development of regional welfare plans in the Middle East and Asia and assisting the United Arab Emirates to develop animal welfare regulations. 
Posters and training aids used in stock handling training courses were passed around. “Road testing” was done in developing these posters and training aids which were seen to be of high quality.
	Action 16: Chair, in his report to the Minister on this meeting, to commend the work done by Paul Morris’s team in their ongoing work to improve the welfare of livestock at and post disembarkation at foreign ports, and make reference to the high quality of the posters and training aids developed by the team.




Agenda Item 5: Ritual Slaughter Review - update




Nicola Hinder 

It was acknowledged the slow completion of the review is disappointing but progress is being made and completion is expected soon.
Agenda Item 6: Consistency in implementation of codes and standards
Allan Sheridan 

Consistency in implementation of codes and standards is a key AAWS objective and Allan Sheridan, Animal Welfare Branch, DAFF gave a presentation on the Consistency Project. 

	Action 17: NCCAW members to consider Dr Allan Sheridan’s Report on the Consistency Project with a view to endorsing the process being followed to achieve consistency across all state and territory jurisdictions in implementing codes and standards, as outlined in this report.
.


Agenda Item 7: AAWS – Update on current activities



Peter Thornber

Dr Thornber gave a presentation on AAWS current activities. He highlighted milestones in the AAWS implementation viz:

· Following the first national workshop in September 2005, the six AAWS sectoral working groups were formed and a stocktake done to identify gaps in the animal welfare framework.
· In April 2006, at the first meeting of state and territory Ministers responsible for animal welfare, it was agreed that there be a nationally consistent approach to animal welfare.
· Of significance is the development of a commitment to animal welfare by the aquaculture industry.
· The International Animal Welfare Conference to be held 31 August – 3 September 2008 on the Gold Coast.

He also provided an update on the development of national zoo/exhibited animals standards:
· There has been excellent progress with a high level of agreement and ownership by stakeholders.
· The development is being led by NSW and Queensland and a new set of draft standards will soon be finalized.

· The AAWS Advisory Committee will be the holder of the standards. There are precedents. The NCCAW Position Statements for circuses and rodeos have been referred by the Federal Minister to his state and territory counterparts for consideration and adoption as they see appropriate.
It was noted that the writing group for the horse standards and guidelines includes the Australian Racing Board and Patricia Ellis.
	Action 18: DAFF to place the issue of how to endorse codes and standards which are outside PIMC, such as the national zoo/exhibited animals standards, on the joint strategic planning meeting agenda for 4 September 2008.



Agenda Item 8: International Developments




Peter Thornber 

OIE Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for Asia, the Far East & Oceania 

This strategy was developed by Australia and the OIE and was endorsed by the International Committee of OIE in May 2008. Further work is now underway to develop an implementation plan
Writing UAE Animal Welfare Regulations

Together with Dr Robin Vandergraaff, retired Chief Veterinary Officer, South Australia and former Chair of the PISC/PIMC Animal Welfare Working Group, Dr Thornber advised and assisted the United Arab Emirates (UAE) government to establish an animal welfare office and draft animal welfare regulations and guidelines for their Federal Animal welfare law published in 2007.

OIE Global Conference

A key challenge is to ensure adoption of the OIE Animal Welfare Guidelines, and to facilitate this, the 2nd OIE Global Conference on Animal Welfare will be held in Cairo, Egypt from 20-22 October, 2008, to consider implementation issues. 

QUADS Animal Welfare Working Group

This group shares information and expertise. It will next meet on 31 August 2008 in conjunction with the International Animal welfare Conference when Australia will become chair for the ensuing twelve months.
OIE Australian/NZ Collaborating Centre on welfare research and bioethics

Preparation of the bid for this facility was funded under the AAWS and is now being actively pursued by Australia and New Zealand in the OIE. 

Agenda Item 9: Legalizing myxomatosis vaccination for pet rabbits
Hugh Wirth 
Members considered a DAFF background paper. Dr Wirth explained that there are a lot of pet rabbits, being pets kept by adults not just children, and as many die from Myxomatosis the Victorian Minister has been asked why a vaccine is not available. There is a registered vaccine for Rabbit Calicivirus. He was asked to raise this issue by the Victorian Animal Welfare Advisory Committee. It can take up to ten days of suffering before rabbits die and is therefore a welfare issue. 
Euthanasia is the only way to treat Myxomatosis the symptoms of which are swollen ear flaps, swollen genitals and a high fever, up to 41C.
The use of live attenuated myxomatosis vaccine strains is prohibited in Australia, because of the concern that such strains might spread into the wild rabbit population, resulting in wild rabbit immunity to myxomatosis. Therefore, protection of domestic rabbits relies on prevention of exposure to fleas and mosquitoes, through use of such measures as mosquito-proof hutches and flea powders or sprays.

	Action 19: DAFF to further develop the DAFF information paper on myxomatosis with input from Kevin Doyle, Hugh Wirth, the NFF and, through Glenys Oogjes, Wendy Parsons, to include ways to avoid myxomatosis infection. 




	Action 20: Kevin Doyle to then arrange distribution and promotion of the information flyer to practitioners through the AVA (AVJ or through e-line).




Agenda Item 10: Reports from member organisations


Members 
Animals Australia

Glenys Oogjes highlighted the following key points:

· Awaiting response from DAFF/LESAC re their inquiry about score 4 ‘fat’ sheep in response to the outcome of the Al Kuwait 2003 Emmanuel case.

· Success in Jordan working with HRH Alia bint Al Hussein, the sister of the King, to improve slaughter houses. Bristol University experts and Australian Government involved. Lyn White going over soon to oversee further work with Compassion in World Farming.
· Unhappy about Sokna restraint for killing cattle; it rotates the animals 140-160 degrees and tips them on their back and this is against OIE guidelines.
· Fatwa released by religious leader in Egypt against cruel slaughter practices to animals.
· Pig farming and layer hen campaigns.
· Religious non-stun slaughter.
· Jumps racing in VIC and SA

· Big recent increase in deaths

· Victorian Racing Minister initiated a review

· Animals Australia wants it to stop

· NCCAW has had a watching brief on jumps racing.

	Action 21: NCCAW Secretariat to check NCCAW views on jumps racing and put this issue on next meeting agenda by which time the Victorian review of jumps racing should be completed.



NFF REPORT

In addition to specific comments under specific agenda items on electronic dog collars, the NFF representatives highlighted:

· Involvement in development of the Land Transport Standards and Guidelines.

· Concern about consistency between states in implementation and industry won’t sign off on the Land Transport Standards until it obtains some guarantees (David Crombie wrote to Minister Burke and James Kellaway has written to all state and territory ministers on behalf of the Industry forum of Animal Health Australia).
· There are circumstances where the use of electronic dog collars is appropriate.

· AATA gave LiveCorp an international award on welfare of animals in transport

AWWG Report

Rod Andrewartha highlighted the following:

· Vertebrate Pest Committee has advised that the best way to implement the humane killing codes is through state and territory animal welfare legislation.
· Statistics on animals used in research are not compiled in a uniform way and not all states require the collection of such statistics. AWWG has advised the AAWS Animals used in Research and Teaching Working Group that it will not continue with efforts to standardise the collection and collation of these statistics.
· States and territories keep statistics and maybe the AAWS website could link to states sites where jurisdictional figures are published.
· AWWG involvement in the consistency project

· Pig code now published by CSIRO and implementation progressing

· AHA standards reference group on Land transport standard – has to be formally endorsed in the future by AWWG on its way to PISC/PIMC endorsement

States and territories

Ross Burton highlighted the following:

· Mulesing is an ongoing issue.
· The Equine Influenza outbreak absorbed significant resources.

· The AAWS sectoral group on livestock production will need to consider the New Zealand code of practice for painful husbandry procedures.
· Some recent updated legislation has been passed, eg
· South Australia new legislation now allows for inspectors to go on to a property unannounced

· Tasmania has almost all capacity wanted under Allan Sheridan’s consistency project and the Animal Welfare Act 1993 (no 63 of 1993) has been enacted and available on the Tasmanian website.

· Victoria and Tasmania have mutual recognition capacity to recognise cross border bans on keeping of animals

· Clover Moore’s draft legislation in NSW that included banning of the sale of pets in pet shops has collapsed; it may be amended and presented as a new Bill.

With regard to legislative consistency, it was stated that in responding to the over population of kangaroos at Puckapunyal army base in Victoria the Commonwealth would not recognise Victorian law. The relevant government agency in Victoria is now working with the Department of Defence on future culling plans. DAFF and RSPCA Australia has also met with Defence personnel in Canberra to put forward an offer from AAWS Animals in the Wild Working Group to assist with the development of a code for management of macropods in enclosed properties. 

With regard to mulesing, it was stated in discussion that the 2010 deadline for cessation was fixed and that half the superfine woolgrowers ceased mulesing this year.
	Action 22: NCCAW Secretary to clarify with the AAWS Animals in the Wild Working Group the situation regarding its offer to assist with the development of a code for management of macropods in enclosed properties.



Horse Industry

Rod Thirkell-Johnston highlighted the following:

· It is expected that Justice Jones will conduct a good inquiry into jumps racing in Victoria and will make some strong recommendations.
· The Australian Racing Board is committed to an ongoing review of OHS and welfare issues associated with the horse racing industry, including safety and design of race tracks, development of young horses and the commencement age for racing.
· Pregnant mares and welfare of horses retired from racing

· Use of whips and spurs in racing

· Euthanasia protocols

· Design of starting gates.

· The draft welfare guidelines for Australian thoroughbred horse racing circulated to members need to be more comprehensive and should be viewed as work in progress.

RSPCA

Hugh Wirth highlighted the following:

· The 2010 target date for UN endorsement of the Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare (UDAW) looks achievable following the recent wave of support for the UDAW from the AVA, the World Veterinary Association and Fiji.
· RSPCA involvement in the development of the land transport standards.
· Imported Thai Elephants (pleased that AAWS is progressing national zoo standards).
· Live exports.
· RSPCA is reviewing the benefits of its involvement in external committees.
· The next public forum in relation to the WSPA Global Campaign – Handle With Care will be in Adelaide.
· The Animal Welfare Science update.
· The new World of Animal Welfare Website being established by the RSPCA Queensland Branch as a one stop animal welfare learning place for teachers, students, and the general public.
· The 2008 Million Paws walk and national cup cake day.
It was stated that UDAW is winning support as it is trade neutral and modelled on the Amsterdam Agreement where the European Union agreed that animals are sentient beings – animals can feel so they can suffer.

	Action 23: Peter Thornber to inform the AAWS Education and Training Working Group of the RSPCA Queensland Branch initiative in establishing the new World of Animal Welfare educational website. 




Kevin Doyle, being unwell and unable to attend the second day of the meeting, did not comment on the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) report. It was noted that the AVA has a strong concern for animal welfare and the AVA Welfare and Ethics Group is a strong supporter of the AAWS.
Agenda Item 11: Strategic Issues – Joint NCCAW/AAWS Advisory

Committee meeting on 4 September 2008 



John Drinan







It was noted that the 4 September meeting will be an important opportunity to explore strategic issues to be addressed over the next 12 months. In particular it will be:

· An opportunity for members of both committee to frankly discuss the operations of the two committees and how the Minister is advised on welfare issues by the two committees.

· Look at inclusion of state and territory representation.

· AWWG and new Animal Welfare Committee engagement.
· Promotion of the value of NCCAW and AAWS Advisory Committee and their outcomes

The Chair welcomed suggestions that participants at the 4 September meeting might prepare a paper of issues and thoughts prior to the meeting that would be shared as background information.

An agenda will be developed and circulated prior to the meeting.

Agenda Item 12: Other business 

Agreed letter of thanks go from the Chair to the retired John McCaffrey

Nicola Hinder expressed how much she had been impressed by the NCCAW 3 meeting and consensus reached over such a broad range of issues. She thanked Peter Thornber and Peter Coggins for their support in preparing her for her first NCCAW meeting. 

It was agreed that two days be set aside for the next NCCAW meeting viz 4 and 5 February 2009 with a decision to be taken closer to that time as to whether one or both days would be utilised for the meeting. 
Chair thanked Peter Coggins and Peter Thornber for their support in arranging and recording the meeting.

	Action 24: NCCAW Secretary to draft a thank you letter to go from Chair to John McCaffrey.
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