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21 June 2006

BIOSECURITY AUSTRALIA POLICY MEMORANDUM 2006/17

ASSESSMENT OF THE BIOSECURITY RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE IMPORTATION OF preserved duck eggs from TaiwAn

This Biosecurity Australia Policy Memorandum (BAPM) advises stakeholders of the commencement of a policy review of the biosecurity risks associated with the importation of preserved duck eggs from Taiwan.
Australia currently allows imports of a range of eggs and egg products from a variety of countries subject to compliance with conditions to manage the potential biosecurity risk arising from particular diseases, commodity processes and country issues. A generic import risk analysis (IRA) is underway to assess the biosecurity risks of the complete range of edible eggs and egg products. This work has a very broad scope and will continue.

Taiwan has a long standing access request to export alkalised and salted/heat treated duck eggs to Australia. Over a number of years, Taiwan has provided technical information to support their access proposal. In February 2006, officers from Biosecurity Australia visited Taiwan for a program of meetings and industry visits. Taiwan has subsequently provided additional information on its animal health status and manufacturing processes. As a result, Biosecurity Australia is in a position to commence a review of existing biosecurity policy to consider whether the preserved duck eggs from Taiwan can be safely imported into Australia. The review will cover alkalised and salted/heat treated eggs of ducks. It will be conducted in close cooperation with the IRA team that is conducting the egg and egg products risk analysis.

Consultation

Biosecurity Australia will develop a draft policy review document that will be circulated for stakeholder comment. Stakeholders are invited to submit any relevant technical or other information they believe may be appropriate to this review to Biosecurity Australia.

For further information on the policy review please contact the officer below. 

Please pass this notice to other interested parties. If those parties wish to be included in future communications on this matter they should get in touch with the contact officer (details below).

Information on IRAs and policy reviews being conducted by Biosecurity Australia is available from our website www.biosecurityaustralia.gov.au
Confidentiality
Stakeholders are advised that, subject to the Freedom of Information Act 1982 and the Privacy Act 1988, all submissions received in response to policy memoranda will be publicly available and may be listed or referred to in any papers or reports prepared on the subject matter of the Memoranda.

The Commonwealth reserves the right to reveal the identity of a respondent unless a request for anonymity accompanies the submission. Where a request for anonymity does not accompany the submission the respondent will be taken to have consented to the disclosure of his or her identity for the purposes of Information Privacy Principle 11 of the Privacy Act 1988.

The contents of the submission will not be treated as confidential unless they are marked ‘confidential’ and they are capable of being classified as such in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 1982.
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