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PARTICIPANTS LIST







ATTACHMENT 1

1.1
Welcome AND ntroduction





CHAIR

The Chair, Dr John Drinan, welcomed Mr Bob Barwell to his first NCCAW meeting. Mr Barwell was unable to attend the first meeting of the reconstituted committee on 8 June 2007.

1.2  
Minutes of NCCAW 37 (last meeting of the OLD nccaw on 4-5 may 2006)   chair
It was noted that these minutes have been endorsed by members of the old NCCAW and published on the NCCAW section of Department and Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry website.

Concerns about the adequacy of stunning methods in slaughtering intensively farmed rabbits remain unresolved. 

Concerns that endemic diseases are detrimental to animal welfare, particularly with regard to the high paddock mortality of lambs, remain unresolved. 
ACTIONS

· Concerns about the adequacy of stunning methods in slaughtering intensively farmed rabbits to be referred to the Animal Welfare Working Group,  which will next meet in Darwin on 12 – 13 March 2008 (Rod Andrewartha).
· Concerns that endemic diseases are detrimental to animal welfare, particularly with regard to the high paddock mortality of lambs, to be referred to the AAWS Livestock Working Group for consideration and reporting back to NCCAW (Scott Turner). 
1.3
Matters ARISING FROM NCCAW 1





chair
It was agreed that there is no need for a letter to go to the Australian Veterinary Dean’s Committee regarding funding of veterinary sciences in Australian Universities, as the Committee wrote direct to former Minister McGauran and he responded.
It was noted that items still to be actioned include:
· Draft a preamble for the NCCAW website covering the scope of AAWSAC and the AAWS working groups.

· NCCAW secretariat to circulate the draft NCCAW Position Statement, Injured, Stray and Unowned Animals, to NCCAW members for consultation with their respective constituents.
ACTIONS

· Arrange drafting of a preamble for the NCCAW website covering the scope of AAWSAC and the AAWS working groups (NCCAW Secretariat).
· Circulate the draft NCCAW Position Statement, Injured, Stray and Unowned Animals, to NCCAW members for consultation with their respective constituents (NCCAW Secretariat).
1.4
Sitting fees for Nccaw members




daff
ACTION
· Seek Minister’s approval to upgrade sitting fees to that afforded AAWS Advisory Committee members (NCCAW Secretariat).
2.1 
members’ Reports







all
ANimals auStralia

The livestock export trade has been the focus for Animals Australia over the last six to seven months. An update was provided on the complaint that a 2003 shipment of sheep from Fremantle to the Middle East breached the Western Australian animal welfare legislation. The magistrate, in handing down her judgement on 8 February 2008, found an operational inconsistency with the Commonwealth legislation which permits live export.
Australian Veterinary Association


Animal welfare is a high priority in the culture, activities and objectives of the AVA. 

Activities since NCCAW 1 include a meeting in October 2007 of the AVA Policy Advisory Council. Policies, position statements / guidelines finalised include:

· Guidelines for tethering of animals as temporary restraint

· Collection of semen by electro-ejaculation

· Euthanasia and “Care of the Carer”

· Collection, euthanasia and disposal of cane toads

· Use of cows in teaching artificial insemination and pregnancy diagnosis

· Aggression by dogs

· Non-veterinary animal therapists and para-professionals

Issues being considered include:

· Responsible care of companion animals

· Off-cow rearing of calves

· Feeding live mammals and birds to reptiles

· Greyhound jumps racing

· Livestock transport.
18 papers to be presented at the AVA Annual Conference in Perth in May 2008 will focus on animal welfare.
auStraliaN RACING BOard

The introduction of Equine Influenza for the first time into Australia has made the last six to eight months a very difficult time for the Australian horse industry. The plans developed under Ausvet Plan and Horse Alert Victoria for exotic disease incursions resulted in the welfare of horses in many ways being better protected than the welfare of the people working in the industry.
Racing Victoria Limited has initiated a program to produce a plan to deal with potential welfare issues that may and/or will confront the industry.  It is comprised of three arms:


· Retirement of racehorses (in progress)

· A welfare inventory to complement the welfare guidelines for the Australian Thoroughbred Racing Industry (completed)

· A plan developed in consultation with groups who work at the welfare “coalface” such as the RSPCA and Project Hope, designed to deal in an effective and efficient way with welfare issues as they arise (in progress). 

NATIONAL FARMERS’ FEDERATION

Land Transport Standards

· A considerable amount of effort is being put into the development of these standards by the Production livestock sector.

· Last Standards Reference Group meeting was successful in resolving a number of issues, and members are becoming more comfortable with the process. 

· Negotiations continue, with a number of outstanding issues still to be resolved.

· Peak Councils are preparing for the public consultation process and will be enlisting assistance from state farming organisations to provide information to their members and the wider production livestock farming community.

Animal Welfare module for QA programs

· LPA QA incorporates animal welfare in its requirements. LPA QA consists of the Cattlecare & Flockcare programs which both have animal welfare components embedded within requirements (Elements) and as a separate, compulsory Element.

· Cattlecare requirements go further than Flockcare at the current time.

· Discussions continue on further enhancements to LPA QA animal welfare requirements.

· Discussions are also ongoing about the development of a “stand alone” animal welfare component available to producers.

Education and Training

· NFF has been involved in the AAWS Education and Training Review, and draft reports for poultry, dairy, pigs, cattle and sheep have been completed and circulated to appropriate Peak Councils for comment.

Research

· Meat & Livestock Australia in collaboration with CSIRO currently have a number of projects underway.

Live export

· Current WSPA campaign on long distance transport has generated some public and media attention, and when contacted Peak Councils are responding to ensure the debate is factual rather than emotive.

ANIMAL WELFARE WORKING GROUP

The need to focus on the Equine Influenza outbreak has led to reduced AWWG activity since NCCAW 1.
AWWG will next meet on 12 March 2008.  A major issue for consideration will be the Australian Standards and Guidelines for the Land Transport of Livestock prior to their release for public consultation. AWWG has been involved with development of these standards through the Standards Writing Group. 
Another major item for AWWG is ritual slaughter of livestock.  This is discussed at agenda item 4.3. 
The Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals - Pigs is due to be published in April 2008.
RSPCA AustraliA
The WSPA long distance transport campaign and the Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare were items of particular interest to NCCAW.
WSPA long distance transport campaign

WSPA has some 800 member societies worldwide and RSPCA Australia is one which decided to become a coalition partner in the WSPA long distance transport campaign which WSPA agreed to undertake 
three years ago.  

The campaign was launched in Australia and Oceania on 11 February 2008, thereby commencing a rolling launch around the world. Campaigns usually run for three years.
Electronic as well a traditional advocacy methods are being applied and the reaction to date has exceeded RSPCA’s expectations.

In Australia the focus is the live sheep export trade including stock movements from the farm to the wharf. In England the focus is the horse trade for small goods production.

Universal Declaration on Animal Welfare (UDAW)
UDAW is now out of the hands of WSPA and its member societies and with the United Nations (UN) and its committees.
The permanent WSPA representative at the UN, Mr Larry Roeder, who is an American, expects the UN will endorse the Declaration by 2010 or by 2012 at the latest. 
The Declaration is trade neutral. It declares animals to be sentient creatures and all governments need to bear this in mind.
There are five sponsoring countries all of which are developing countries, one from each of the five UN sectors of the world. Details on the UDAW will soon be published at www.udaw.org
In addition to his UDAW efforts, Mr Roeder has succeeded in placing animal welfare on the agendas of various UN bodies.

It was noted that RSPCA Australia, like other lobby groups, is frustrated at being unable to meet with the new Minister who is very busy having just come to office.
States and territories

Key items in this report were: 
· Pursuant to the Ministerial Council decisions of 2000 and 2001, new standards for layer hen housing were effective in all jurisdictions on 1 January 2008.
· There is interest in the impact of the Western Australian court case covered in the Animals Australia report...
· All States have actively contributed to the Australian Animal Welfare Strategy (AAWS), and in particular to the project to harmonise state and territory legislation to produce to produce greater consistency across jurisdictions – a key requirement of the livestock industries.
· While there is confidence that harmonisation will be achieved, there is less confidence that the 2009 target date will be achieved.
Department of agriculture Fisheries and forestry

The DAFF Welfare Unit has become the Animal Welfare Branch of DAFF.  It is intended that there be four sections within the Branch:

· AAWS and Communications

· International and Live Exports

· National Standards

· Technical and Research.
The various consultants engaged to assist the AAWS Sectoral Groups are being actively managed.

It was noted that other DAFF activities are covered under agenda items 3.1, 3.2, 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3.
2.2
livestock exports update





daff

Dr Narelle Clegg of AQIS presented an update on the livestock export trade including mortality statistics.  Dr Clegg compared data for live exports from 2005, 2006 and 2007, the legislative reforms, following the 2003 Keniry review of the livestock export industry having taken effect on 1 December 2004.

It was noted that:
· Mortalities in air shipments were very low. 
· Some exporters consistently do much better than others in managing livestock, ie in selection and preparation and also in the supply contracts they enter into, and thereby suffer only very low mortalities.
ACTION

· Email Dr Clegg’s paper to NCCAW members (NCCAW Secretariat)

· AQIS will update reports on shipments with reportable mortalities, which are published on the AQIS website, to list, in addition to the recommendations to address problems, the action taken in response to each recommendation.
2.3
Humane vertebrate pest control - update



iacrc

Dr Tony Peacock, Chief Executive, Invasive Animals Cooperative Research Centre (IACRC) presented on the research work being undertaken by the IACRC. Dr Chris Buller, the former Deputy CEO of IACRC, has retired. Responsibility for animal welfare is now shared between Drs Tony Peacock and Glen Saunders.

IACRC continues to input to the AAWS Wild Animals Working Group. Certain invasive animal controls are unacceptable to IACRC, eg CCSP and warfarin for feral pig control, Chloropicrin for rabbit control and steel jawed traps. IACRC continues to get research proposals which involve bad animal welfare outcomes, eg for a rat bait which kills through constipation.
IACRC has not given up on fertility control but it remains frustrating as it does not provide the environmental renewal expected. Animals suffer stress in breeding and when breeding is curtailed they can live much longer; population decline is therefore very gradual.

PAP will replace 1080.

ACTION

· Make The Use of Disease as a Invasive Animal Control Method a NCCAW 3 agenda item (NCCAW Secretariat).
3.1
review of existing nccaw position statements



daff

It was agreed at NCCAW 1 that DAFF should review each of the existing 39 NCCAW Position Statements/National Guidelines for Animal welfare and make one of three recommendations in relation to each (retain as is, retain but update or delete) for consideration at NCCAW 3
DAFF’s recommendations were considered and decisions taken with regard to each Position Statement. For those to be updated, decisions were taken as to who will be responsible for the updating; a particular AAWS working group in most cases.
OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· 24 Position Statements are to be retained as is, 10 are to be updated, two deleted and further advice sought before a decision is made regarding three others (Attachment 2).

ACTIONS

· Arrange removal of the two Position Statements from the website and placement of a note on the website saying they were deleted and the reason(s) for the (NCCAW Secretariat).

· Arrange annotation on each of the 24 Position Statements to be retained as is, that it was reviewed on 20 February 2008 and a decision taken to retain it as is (NCCAW Secretariat).

· Draft letters to go from the NCCAW Chair to the relevant AAWS Working Group Chairs advising of the Position Statements which they are being asked to update and providing relevant details (NCCAW Secretariat).

· Update the dog tail shortening Position Statement for consideration by NCCAW (NCCAW Secretariat).

· Retain the eleven groupings of Position Statements but align the wording of the group labels with the wording of the labels for the six AAWS animal use sectors (NCCAW Secretariat).

· Arrange publication on the website of the NCCAW Position Statement on Animal Welfare, Animal Liberation and Animal Rights which was endorsed at NCCAW 37 on 4-5 May 2006 (NCCAW Secretariat).
· Examine the Position Statement Artificial rearing of calves for dairy replacements or beef & veal production (November 1996) and the Cattle Model Code developed by NSW DPI and AWWG and then advise as to whether this Position Statement is covered by this code. If it is covered it can be deleted (Ross Burton).
· Consult with the Australian Lot Feeders’ Association (ALFA) as to whether the Position Statement Feedlots (June 1990) should be retained as is, retained but updated or deleted. Feedlots are now covered well by the ALFA code. On the other hand Position Statements are seen as aspirational rather than prescriptive and may have a role separate to that of a code (NCCAW Secretariat).
· Consult with the Livestock Export Standards Committee as to appropriate action regarding the Position Statement Air transport of animals (October 1993) (NCCAW Secretariat).
· Summarise for circulation to NCCAW the key elements the report on legislative consistency (Allan Sheridan).
· Update the essential provisions of legislation Position Statement in the light report to be obtained from Allan Sheridan (NCCAW Secretariat).
3.2
Shortening of dogs ‘tails




dr Bob hales

Dr JR Hales’ presentation to NCCAW on the proposed legalization of banding the tails of the newborns of specified dog breeds, elaborated on his substantial paper on this issue which was circulated to NCCAW members for consideration prior to the NCCAW meeting.

A letter dated 5 February 2008 from Mr Hugh Gent OAM, President of the Australian National Kennel Council to the Manager of the DAFF Animal Welfare Unit commending Dr Hales’ paper and presentation to NCCAW for serious consideration, was noted by NCCAW members.
OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· NCCAW concluded that no new evidence had been presented to justify a change to the NCCAW position which is one of complete opposition to the shortening of dogs’ tails, by any means, for non-therapeutic reasons.

ACTION
· NCCAW Secretary to send letters to Dr Hales and Mr Gent advising them of the outcome of NCCAW’s deliberations.

· DAFF to review the RSPCA paper on the implementation and effectiveness of state/territory legislation banning cosmetic shortening of dogs’ tails, which was tabled by Hugh Wirth, and decide if the paper should be taken to Primary Industries Ministerial Council (PIMC) to note out of session
4.1
australian animal welfare strategy (AAWS) – update 


daff

The AAWS, which builds on the current animal welfare framework in Australia, aims to achieve sustainable animal welfare improvements. It was developed by the Australian Government in concert with NCCAW in a process involving extensive stakeholder and community consultation. 

It was noted that:
· The AAWS Communication Strategy has been developed by Cox Inall Communications, in concert with a broad group of stakeholders, and will be implemented during 2008 once a successful consultant has been chosen.

· Strategy aims to improve animal welfare outcomes by raising awareness and understanding of animal welfare nationally and internationally.

· Integral to implementation of the Strategy will be the launch of an independent AAWS website.
· It will not displace work being done elsewhere; rather it will provide an umbrella to improve the coordination of activities.

· The AAWS funded review of jurisdictional arrangements, including legislation, that influence animal welfare outcomes has been completed and has led to specific endorsed recommendations to achieve national consistency in outcomes under different jurisdictional mechanisms.
· Details of the International Animal Welfare Conference to be held at the Gold Coast on 31 August – 3 September 2008 will be published on the DAFF website.

OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· NCCAW noted the update on the AAWS implementation.
4.2
international developments 





daff

Dr Peter Thornber of DAFF organised and convened a two-day animal welfare program at the 4th Pan Commonwealth Veterinary Conference in Barbados, 4-8 November 2007. Delegates from more than 50 Commonwealth countries and representatives from international organisations such as the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), World Bank and the World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) were very engaged in a range of global and regional welfare issues and recommendations will be actioned by the Commonwealth Veterinary Associations and non-government organisations.

Proceedings have been published at http://commonwealthvetassoc.org/pcvc-4%20proceedings.pdf .

Ms Kristy McPhillips and Dr Gardner Murray of DAFF and the OIE convened an inaugural Animal Welfare Workshop on 6-7 November in Bangkok, Thailand to discuss how animal welfare could be improved in the region. 37 participants from 12 countries in the Asian, Far East and Oceania region and three international organisations participated in the successful workshop. Participants came from government, industry, academia and the WSPA. A follow up meeting was held in February 2008 to develop a Regional Animal Welfare Strategy for Asia, the Far East and Oceania.

Australia has been working with New Zealand to progress an application to expand the current Massey University NZ designation as the OIE Collaborating Centre for Asia, the Far East and Oceania on Animal Welfare Research and Bioethical Analysis.   

The proposed centre would include membership of:

· Animal Welfare Science and Bioethics Centre, Massey University, NZ (existing OIE designation)
· Animal Behaviour and Welfare Research Centre, Ruakura, NZ

· University of QLD Centre for Animal Welfare and Ethics, Australia

· CSIRO Livestock Industries, Armidale, Australia

· Animal Welfare Science Centre, Werribee, VIC, Australia

The application will be submitted by Dr Gardner Murray, President of OIE Regional Commission for Asia, The Far East and Oceania, Australia and Dr Barry O’Neil, President OIE, NZ Delegate. Governance arrangements have been developed and the management and point of contact will be DAFF and NZ MAF. 

Drs Peter Thornber and David Adams have been coordinating production of a special edition of the Italian Veterinary Journal on the animal welfare aspects of the long distance transportation of animals. It will be very comprehensive, covering livestock as well as exotic and laboratory and provide a global perspective from different countries, regions, and industries. It will also provide scientific evidence to inform public policy, vehicle design and engineering, regulation, QA, epidemiology, ethics and managing risks, driver fatigue, competencies, education and training. 

Assistance is to be provided by DAFF to the United Arab Emirates to establish a UAE Animal Welfare Unit and develop animal welfare regulations.
OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· NCCAW noted the recent international activities undertaken by DAFF, in line with objectives under Goal 3 of the AAWS.
4.3
ritual slaughter review - update


Dr Rod Andrewartha
In August 2007 the then Minister for Agriculture, Fisheries, and Forestry, the Hon Peter McGauran MP, ordered an immediate review of ritual slaughter practices by the Animal Health Committee’s (AHC’s) Animal Welfare Working Group (AWWG).

Ritual slaughter is taken to include the practice of cutting the throats of conscious animals to meet the religious requirements of certain Islamic and Jewish groups.
It is permissible under Australian laws through regulation of the Australian Standard for the Hygienic Production and Transportation of Meat and Meat Products for Human Consumption and in light of an associated Meat Standards Committee Guideline from 2004.

The role of the AWWG is to provide advice for consideration through AHC up to the Primary Industries Standing Committee (PISC) and Primary Industries Ministerial Council (PIMC).  
DAFF has initiated the review by calling for development of a technical report on animal welfare impacts on animals slaughtered while still conscious.  That report has particular relevance for such practices applied to the slaughter of sheep and cattle under the Australian Standard. 
International consultants chosen in September 2007 to do that work were unable to complete it due to workloads and health reasons and an alternative consultant was engaged.
The AWWG formed a sub-working group following a teleconference in October 2007.  That group’s role is to assess that technical report and advise AWWG. AWWG’s advice, which is expected by April 2008, will include:
· what animal welfare risks could be effectively managed during the current ritual slaughter processes available under the Australian Standards with full endorsement from the religious groups consulted; 

· what additional existing risks can not be reduced in that agreed manner and how serious they are in animal welfare terms; and

· whether those risks may be managed effectively in ways that fall short of requiring the animals be slaughtered under processes that do not allow for ritual slaughter.
OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· NCCAW noted developments in the Ritual Slaughter Review.
ACTIONS

· Suggest to AWWG that it discuss the Ritual Slaughter Review with the AQIS Halal Consultative Committee formed to develop the Australian Government Muslim Slaughter Program (Rod Andrewartha).

5.1 REPORT on two Queensland Zoo s: advice from the aaws 
work, sport, recreation and display working group

WSRD WG
Ms Lynette Shanley of Primates for Primates has been interested in B grade zoos over the last five years and has commissioned Jacchus Consulting Pty Ltd to prepare reports on a number of such zoos.  The report on two Queensland zoos was considered at the meeting.
An underlying concern in the report is a lack of money to keep enclosures in a good state; so there are ethical as well as animal welfare issues.

OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

NCCAW noted that:
· There are no major animal welfare concerns described in the report.

· The WSRD WG is including economic considerations contained within the report which may have future animal welfare implications in its development of a national zoo code.

· The development of zoo legislation by the Queensland DPI that will include the economic considerations mentioned in the report.

ACTIONS
· Obtain the views of Dr Rick Symons, the WSRD WG Chair, as to whether it would be worthwhile to invite the Australasian Regional Association of Zoological Parks and Aquaria CEO and Dr Symons to NCCAW 3 to advise NCCAW on progress in developing a national zoo code (NCCAW Secretariat).
· Advise Ms Shanley of the outcomes of NCCAW’s consideration of this issue (NCCAW Secretariat).

6
Other business 







Chair

6.1
Identification of horses

OUTCOMES/DECISIONS
· NCCAW supports the development and implementation of a national identification system of all domestic horses and other non-feral equidae. 

· NCCAW is of the view that the introduction of such a system will have significant benefits for the welfare of all horses and promote responsible horse ownership.

· To be effective, it must be consistent across state borders and be supported by a centralised database. Whilst the Committee acknowledges that there are a number of comparably effective systems of horse identification available and currently in use, on the information available to it, microchipping would appear to provide the most cost-effective and expedient means of achieving these aims.

· NCCAW supports the engagement of the Australian Horse Industry in developing and ultimately implementing a national system of identification.

ACTION
· Drs Hugh Wirth and John McCaffrey to collaborate in the preparation of a draft Position Statement on the Identification of Horses for consideration at NCCAW 3.
6.2
Operational Guidelines for NCCAW
The old NCCAW had two working groups, a Production Animal Working Group and a Non Production Animal Working Group and the presentation by Dr Bob Hales would have formerly been to the latter rather than to NCCAW as a whole.

OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· With the advent AAWS Sectoral Working Groups with wide representation, there is now no need for NCCAW Working Groups. The Sectoral Working Groups  are ideally placed to provide advice to NCCAW, if they agree to do so, as NCCAW Working Groups.

· If sectoral groups also operated as NCCAW Working Groups they would be stimulated to meet more regularly.

· NCCAW would benefit from a set of Operational Guidelines covering requests from third parties to make submissions and/or presentations to NCCAW and attend NCCAW meetings as an observer(s). 
ACTION

· NCCAW Secretariat to prepare a set of draft NCCAW Operational Guidelines for consideration at the 25 – 26 March 2008 AAWS Advisory Committee meeting and also by the AAWS sectoral groups and then, in the light of input received, at NCCAW 3.
6.3
Animal Hoarding and Rehousing
OUTCOMES/DECISIONS

· The hoarding of animals and objects is recognised as a psychiatric illness with 100% recidivism.

· The old English system of rehousing animals is now being challenged in Europe and the USA.

· NCCAW needs more advice on these issues.

ACTION
· NCCAW Secretariat to draft a letter to go from the NCCAW Chair to Dr Kersti Seksel, Chair of the AAWS Companion Animals Working Group, asking for advice which will underpin a Position Statement on these two issues. (This WG is scheduled to next meet on 27 March 2008).
DATE for next meeting







chair
OUTCOMES / DECISIONS
· NCCAW 3 to be in August 2008 over two days, commencing at 10am on the first day to enable most members to fly in that morning, at dates yet to be decided.
ACTIONS
NCCAW Secretary to canvas alternative dates in August 2008 with members.
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