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24 May 2001

PLANT BIOSECURITY POLICY MEMORANDUM
       2001/11

IMPORT RISK ANALYSIS – 
FRESH APPLES FROM NEW ZEALAND

This Plant Biosecurity Policy Memorandum (PBPM) is to provide stakeholders with information regarding the progress of the import risk analysis (IRA) for apples from New Zealand.  It also seeks suggestions on how best to arrange workshops which have been proposed.

The purpose of this memorandum is to advise stakeholders of the proposed next steps in the IRA for apples from New Zealand.  In response to strong public interest, the IRA process will be augmented to increase opportunities for stakeholders to participate in the comprehensive assessment of possible quarantine risks.  

The comment period for the draft IRA closed on 28 February 2001.  At that time 142 submissions had been received.  An initial assessment of the submissions has been completed and Biosecurity Australia is preparing an inventory of the issues raised.  We expect that this inventory will be finalised in June and will then be circulated to stakeholders for information and comment.  This is an interim step toward the production and release of a comprehensive scientific review paper that will address issues raised in the submissions.  The scientific review paper will in itself be a step toward finalising an IRA that covers all major scientific issues thoroughly, and is based on the best available scientific evidence.

After people have had the opportunity to consider the scientific review paper, Biosecurity Australia intends to seek nominations from stakeholder groups for participants in a series of workshops to discuss the key scientific, technical and operational issues that have been raised in submissions.  The aim of these workshops will be to assist us to move toward finalising the risk analysis, by identifying strategies to progress all outstanding issues.  Such strategies would include how to obtain additional research results, if these were shown to be necessary. So that no stakeholder is excluded from this process, written submissions from those unable to be involved in the workshops will also be welcomed.

We plan to hold a two-day workshop in each of three locations (eg Adelaide, Melbourne and Canberra).  We are also open to views on holding additional workshops in other locations.  Participation will be open to policy or technical representatives from various stakeholder groups, including the AAPGA, State industry bodies, State departments of agriculture and the New Zealand Government. 

To ensure these workshops are productive it will be necessary to limit the numbers to about 20 people. The workshops will each cover the same range of issues. At this stage, we expect that the scientific review paper mentioned above will be released several months after the issues inventory is circulated. The workshops will then be scheduled not less than 30 days after the release of the scientific review paper to allow time for participants to consider the paper. This schedule will mean that the proposed workshops will probably be held soon after the next annual international fire blight workshop, which is to be held in New Zealand in early October 2001.  This will also ensure the most up to date information on fireblight will be available for the workshops.  

If you wish to make suggestions regarding how the workshops should be arranged and run (eg locations, number of participants and length), please forward them to our Technical and Administrative Services Team.  I would also be interested if you have any views regarding the participation of international experts in the workshops.

Several of the issues raised in submissions relate to the practicality of implementing the conditions proposed in the draft IRA.  Biosecurity Australia recognises this as a vital issue and sent two missions to study apple production in New Zealand during the development of the draft.  In the light of the operational issues raised in submissions, Tom Parnell and I recently visited New Zealand again to further study the practical aspects of quarantine protocols for the management of fire blight. 
If you wish to suggest inclusion of an additional stakeholder in our distribution list for this IRA, or if you wish to be removed from the distribution list, please provide details to Technical and Administrative Services at the above address. 

Information on all IRAs being conducted by Plant Biosecurity is available on the web at http://www.affa.gov.au/docs/market_access/biosecurity/plhome1.html

Brian Stynes

General Manager

Plant Biosecurity 


Contact:

Technical and Administrative Services


Telephone no: 
02 6272 5094


Facsimile no: 
02 6272 3307


E-mail:  

plantbiosec@affa.gov.au
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