Introduction to Environmental Management Systems in Agriculture

Biodiversity Resource Guide.

NATIONAL

Contact Environment Australia as the principal source for advice on all national biodiversity issues and management requirements. 

General Switch: 1800 803 772 or (02) 6274 1111

DISCLAIMER 

The information in this guide is not comprehensive, and has been assembled from available government sources and information made available by a limited number of jurisdictions and organisations. Absence from this guide of a policy or statute on a specific issue does not necessarily mean that such a policy or statute is in fact missing in that jurisdiction. Inclusion of a statute, organisation or policy in this guide in no way implies any judgement as to the efficacy, appropriateness or otherwise of such to biodiversity conservation or any other matter.  

KEY BIODIVERSITY LEGISLATION

Refer to the following websites to access electronic copies of the Principal Acts and Statutory Rules in operation at a given point in time. Most have advanced searching and browsing facilities that enables easy accessibility to specific clauses etc.

All Commonwealth and State Acts are available online at http://scaleplus.law.gov.au/ 

The Australasian Legal Information Institute, online at: http://www.austlii.edu.au/)

A network of independent community environmental law centres is available through the Environmental Defenders Office, online at: http://www.edo.org.au/
	Title of Act
	Key biodiversity implications
	Major contact

	Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999
	· Provides for an integrated approach to the conservation of Australia’s biodiversity, particularly through the protection of matters of national environmental significance:

· Wetlands of international importance (Ramsar-listed wetlands)

· World Heritage-listed properties

· listed threatened species and ecological communities of national significance

· listed migratory species

· Commonwealth marine environment.

· Provides for protecting species and communities within Commonwealth areas, including within the marine environment, critical habitat, whales and dolphins; and for the listing of key threatening processes.

· Requires an 'action' to be assessed under the Act if:

· it is carried out on Commonwealth land

· it is carried out by a Commonwealth agency 

it is likely to affect a 'matter of national environmental significance'.
	Environment Australia - Approvals and Legislation Division.

· 1800 803 772

Web: www.ea.gov.au/epbc/
and http://www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/trade-use/
Email: CIU@ea.gov.au

	Australian Heritage Commission Act 1975
	· Establishes the Register of the National Estate, a national inventory of natural and cultural heritage places. All places entered in the Register are strictly assessed against publicly available criteria outlining National Estate values. Entry in the Register of the National Estate is not a land management decision. The way in which private, State and Local Government owners manage their National Estate properties is not directly affected by listing. 

· Listing gives heritage places some protection through the obligations of Commonwealth Agencies under the Act, and also alerts the community to the presence of heritage values and assists community groups to protect their local heritage.

· There are 3 categories for listing: natural heritage, indigenous heritage, and historic heritage.


	The Australian and World Heritage Group of Environment Australia and the Australian Heritage Commission

Access the heritage database on www.ahc.gov.au
· (02) 6274 2111

	Native Title Act 1993
	· Used to describe the interest Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People have in land and waters according to their traditional laws and customs. 

· Provides for the enjoyment of native title rights, which can include the claimants desire to ‘speak for the land and waters’.


	Attorney General’s Department

· (02) 6250 6666


KEY BIODIVERSITY POLICIES, STRATEGIES AND international AGREEMENTS

International Treaties http://sedac.ciesin.org/pidb/pidb-home
	Policy 
	Description
	 What does it mean for a landholder?

	Convention on Biological Diversity
	the Convention on Biological Diversity has 3 objectives:

· conservation of biological diversity; 

· sustainable use of biological diversity; and

·  access and benefit sharing to biological resources.
	· Convention on Biological Diversity develops concepts such as concepts for access to biological resources, eg. new seed varieties, the sustainable use of biological diversity (pollination services, etc) and the conservation of biological diversity in the broader landscape through ideas such as the ecosystem services approach.  

· In Australia the Convention on Biological Diversity is implemented through the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, and as a Natural Heritage Trust objective and the National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity, see below. 

	Convention on Migratory Species (1979) 

(Bonn Convention)


	· Australia is a signatory to this Convention.

· One of a small number of inter-governmental treaties concerned with the conservation of wildlife on a global scale.

· Aims to conserve terrestrial, marine and avian migratory species throughout their range.
	· Governments are expected to come to agreements to protect species that regularly migrate across international boundaries.

· Migratory species listed under the Bonn Convention are protected under the EPBC Act as a matter of National Environmental Significance.

· Contact the following website for more details on the implementation of the Bonn Convention in Australia: http://www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/international/index.html


	Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)
	· Australia is one of over 150 countries that are parties to this Convention.

· CITES has established a worldwide system of controls on international trade in threatened wildlife and wildlife products by stipulating that government permits are required for such trade. 

· Aims to regulate international trade in an identified list of native and non-native species of plants and animals.
	· Governments are expected to regulate international movement of listed species.

· Export or import of CITES listed species of plants and animals is strictly regulated.

	Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar, Iran, 1971)

(Ramsar Convention)


	· Signed by Australia in Ramsar, Iran – 2 February 1971.

· Sites nominated to the List of Wetlands of International Importance.


Criteria for listing relates to:

· importance as a representative or a unique wetland

· its flora and flora

· Countries expected to promote the wise use of wetlands within their jurisdiction.


	· Sites are expected to be monitored and maintained and have a management plan in place and being implemented to ensure the protection of the site.

· Ramsar sites are protected under the EPBC Act as a matter of National Environmental Significance.

· Contact the following website for more details on the implementation of the Ramsar Convention in Australia: http://www.ea.gov.au/water/wetlands/ramsar/index.html


	JAMBA (1974) and CAMBA (1986)
	· JAMBA (Japan – Australia Migratory Bird Agreement) and CAMBA (China – Australia Migratory Bird Agreement) recognises the value of migratory birds by protecting those birds that migrate between Australia and Japan or China.

· Around 80 species listed in each Agreement.

· Joint research programs and sharing of information encouraged.


	· Important habitats used by migratory birds are to be protected, preserved and enhanced.

· Government will prevent damage to migratory birds and their habitats, and encourage their conservation.

· Government will establish sanctuaries and other facilities for the management and protection of migratory birds and their habitats.

· Contact: Environment Australia.


(  (02) 6274 2393

	Natural Heritage Trust
	· Based on the concept of integrated regional/catchment planning and management of natural resources. 

· Established in 1997 to help restore and conserve Australia's environment and natural resources. In the 2001 Federal Budget, the Government announced an additional $1 billion for the Trust, extending the funding for five more years.

· Delivers important resource condition outcomes including improved water quality, less erosion, improved estuarine health, improved vegetation management and improved soil condition.
	· Funding available to land managers through the regional and local delivery components of the Trust.

· Delivered at three levels: 

· National investments, covering national priorities, addressing activities that are national or broad-scale.

· Regional investments. The principal delivery mechanism will follow, where appropriate (refer to individual state policies), the model developed for the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality. Under this model, investment is made on the basis of a regional natural resource management plan, incorporating the major natural resource management issues in the area.

· Local action component. Community groups may gain access to smaller, individual grants through the Australian Government Envirofund.  These grants will provide small amounts of funding up to $30 000.  

· More information:  www.nht.gov.au/



	National Action Plan on Salinity and Water Quality 2000
	· The Council of Australian Governments endorsed the Plan on 3 November 2000.

· Provides a national approach to salinity and water quality solutions. It involves Commonwealth, State/Territory governments and regional communities. 

· The Plan is designed to improve land and water management in 21 priority regions most affected by salinity or water quality deterioration.

· Government-community partnerships will be formalised through agreements defining goals for all parties and their contributions.
	· Regional plans for natural resource management will be the basis for funding under the National Action Plan. Regional plan actions may include:

· protection and rehabilitation of waterways, floodplains, and wetlands

· engineered water quality improvements such as salt interception technologies and removal of some weirs and disused structures

· salinity prevention measures and drainage improvements

· land use change or amalgamation of properties, where current operations are no longer viable.

· Interim funding will be available for regional communities to develop their existing plans to be eligible for full funding. The National Action Plan will also provide training and extension support for regional communities.

· Contact the following website for more details of this project: http://www.napswq.gov.au/


	National Objectives and Targets for Biodiversity Conservation 2001-2005
	· Sets objectives and targets for ten priority outcomes which the Commonwealth, States and Territories should pursue between now and 2005.
	· Encourages activities that contribute to  key actions, including:

· Protect and restore native vegetation and terrestrial ecosystems

· Protect and restore freshwater ecosystems

· Protect and restore marine and estuarine ecosystems

· Control invasive species

· Mitigate dryland salinity

· Promote ecologically sustainable grazing

· Minimize impacts of climate change on biodiversity.



	National Strategy for the Conservation of Australia’s Biological Diversity 1996


	· Primary focus is Australia’s indigenous biological diversity.

· Objective is to protect biological diversity and maintain ecological processes and systems 

· Supports the principal objectives of the National Strategy for Ecologically Sustainable Development.


	· Encourages landholders and other land managers to protect biodiversity by: 

· reviewing the impact of agricultural and pastoral management activities

· codes of practice 

· incorporating biodiversity conservation objectives in whole farm or property management, including: 

· management of pests and weeds

· identifying and managing critical biodiversity areas, including refuge areas, riparian vegetation, nutrient patches in semi-arid regions, habitat remnants on farmlands, watercourses and stock routes

· reducing the impacts of sedimentation and nutrient and other chemical applications on freshwater, wetland and marine environments

· managing irrigation

· tree planting and other activities carried out for soil conservation and productivity maintenance and restoration purposes

· managing grazing pressure

· fencing remnant vegetation

· rehabilitation works

· fencing waterways

· Any harvesting of native species should take place in accordance with a management plan, incorporating provisions for continuing research, monitoring and public scrutiny.

· A preliminary gap analysis will identify where gaps exist in the reserve system, where additions to parks, or new protected areas are to be established or acquired (primarily for Environmental Associations that are not represented and/or those with less than 10 per cent conserved). 

· Refer to the following websites for more details on this Strategy: www.chm.environment.gov.au
www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/publications/strategy/index


	Australian Natural Heritage Charter: Standards and Principles for the Conservation of Places of Natural Heritage Significance 1997
	· Aims to assist everyone with an interest in the significance and conservation of natural heritage to make soundly based decisions on conservation of that heritage.  It is intended to achieve a uniform approach to conservation of places of natural significance in Australia that can be applied to public and privately owned places, to terrestrial, marine or freshwater areas, and to protected and unprotected areas.


	· A useful framework for conservation practice

· Australian Heritage Commission www.ahc.gov.au, 
( (02) 6274 2111


KEY BIODIVERSITY CODES OF PRACTICE AND BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE GUIDELINES 

	Document Title
	What does it provide for landholders?
	Source

	Best Management Program Australian Cotton Industry
	· Biodiversity information has been included in the list of topics for development as part of this pilot program, which investigates the expansion of the Best Management Program. Currently there is no biodiversity specific materials.


	Australian Cotton Industry Council

· (02) 6793 5301

	Biodiversity Strategy and Plan for the Australian Rice Industry
	· Practical guidelines on how to conserve biodiversity on a rice farm.
	Ricegrowers Association. 

· (02) 6953 0433



	EUREPGAP
	· EUREPGAP, the global partnership for safe and sustainable agriculture, is an industry owned and controlled initiative working for the consumer (i.e. retailers and suppliers).

· A Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) framework for benchmarking existing Farm Assurance Schemes and standards including traceability and certification.

· Supports industry in developing a certification of fresh produce to accepted GAP standards. 

· Provides guidance for continuous improvement and the development and understanding of best practice.

· The EUREGAP Protocol for fresh fruit and vegetables addresses 13 issues.   Under 13.b. Wildlife and Conservation Policy, enhancement of biological diversity is included as a ‘minor MUST’.  A key aim must be the enhancement of environmental biodiversity on a farm through a conservation management plan.

· A total of 118 companies and organisations had signed up for EUREPGAP terms of reference by September 2001. As many as 50 supplier members represent a global grower and export/importer community that is committed to implement and guarantee food safety in fruit and vegetable production. A EUREPGAP Flowers Protocol has been established with its own member groups and technical working party.

· Certification bodies have been approved in 25 countries in 5 continents (Australia is not included, however, it is an EUREPGAP member).


	Horticulture Australia

Quality and Food Safety

· (03) 5825 3753

	CODES OF PRACTICE/ BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE GUIDELINES ETC available IN INDIVIDUAL STATES/ITERRITORIES.
	
	

	Document Title
	What does it provide for landholders?
	Source

	Biograze: waterpoints and wildlife
	· ‘Outlines how biodiversity conservation can be integrated with grazing in the dry rangelands in order to look after Australia’s plants and animals, and to create a green marketing advantage for industry.’
	Biograze (2000).  Biograze: Waterpoints and Wildlife. CSIRO Alice Springs.

Download at http://www.cse.csiro.au/research/Program3/cazr/biograze_frame.htm


	Code of Practice for Agriculture
	· An overarching document that provides a general industry code that has been approved under the Environment Protection Act.

· Establishes a general Duty of Care for industry.

· The Code relies on individual industry groups to prepare more specific guidelines including, where appropriate, any biodiversity objectives.


	Queensland Farmers Federation 

· (07) 3017 1333



	Code of Practice for Environmental Sustainability for Vegetable and Potato Growing in Western Australia


	· Released in September 2002.

· Produced by West Australian Potato Growers Australia, supported by Horticulture Australia.
	Horticulture Australia 

· (02) 8295 2300

	Code of Practice for Sustainable Cane Growing 1998
	· Voluntary code that includes provision of advice about protection of remnant and riparian vegetation. No upfront outcomes, but includes discussions of issues etc.
· Currently being revised and updated with major format modifications.
	Queensland Cane Growers Council

· (07) 3239 3252

www.canegrowers.com.au


	COMPASS 

(Combining Profitability and Sustainability in Sugar)
	· Initially prepared to assist land managers in implementing the Code of Practice for Sustainable Cane Growing.

· A self-assessment program that helps sugarcane growers judge the economic and environmental sustainability of their farming practice. COMPASS workbooks let growers rate their performance against established standards, by identifying areas in need steps to make their farms a better business, and safer on the environment.

· Produces ‘Sustainability in Sugar – a self assessment handbook’.

· COMPASS 2 currently in development, based on EMS principles.


	Bureau of Sugar Experiment Stations.

Environmental and Resource Officer

· (07) 3864 6444

	Draft Environmental Management Guidelines for Vineyards (February 2001)
	· Prepared by Wine Industry Association of WA, Grape Growers Association of WA (Inc.), Department of Agriculture, Department of Environmental Protection and Water and Rivers Commission.

· Intended to provide guidance on the best management practices for the viticulture industry.

· Little discussion of biodiversity, but recognition of legislative responsibilities for vegetation clearances.


	Department of Agriculture, Western Australia

Web: http://www.agric.wa.gov.au/programs/hort/viticulture/code_practice.htm#Land


	Enhancing Farmer Adoption of Simple Conservation Practices- Landcare in the Philippines and Australia


	· Collaboration of QDPI, DNR, QFVG and Barung Landcare with ACIAR.

· EMS is being used as a potential tool to help deliver similar sustainable outcomes with Horticultural industry grower groups and individuals.

· 100 page publication with references to best management practices which deliver improved biodiversity outcomes.
	Landcare in Horticulture facilitator (SE Qld and the Philippines) 

· (07) 5444 9611



	Environmental Best Management Practice on Farms (2002)
	· Workbook series consisting of 10 self-assessment worksheets to enable farmers to benchmark their farm against regional averages. Also included is an action – planning tool to assist farmers to plan improvements.
	Department of Natural Resources and Environment Customer Service Centre.

· 136 186

or Geoff McFarlane - Project Leader.

· (03) 5226 4722



	Environmental Best Practice for Sustainable Grain Production
	· Two farmer groups have developed self-assessment questionnaires, environmental monitoring tools and action plans to improve their environmental performance.

· The project is one of three projects funded by the GRDC to help assess the readiness of the Australian Grains Industry for EMS.

· Refer  below to ‘Biodiversity Management Information – Technical’ for product details.


	Department of Natural Resources and Environment.

· (02) 6030 4500

	Environmental Code of Practice for Fruit and Vegetable Growing
	· Voluntary industry code, endorsed as an approved code of practice under the Environment Protection Act

· Covers seven major practice areas ; Land and soil, water, biodiversity, noise, waste management, air pollution, and integrated crop protection.

· Available on CD Rom.

· Cost: $22 for members, $44 for non members.


	Queensland Fruit and Vegetable Growers.

Sustainability Policy Officer

· (07) 3213 2483

	Environmental Guidelines for the Victorian Flower Growing Industry
	· Developed by Flowers Victoria (the representative body for commercial cut flower growers).

· EPA –approved ISO 14000-based guidelines cover the state’s environmental-related legal requirements for flower farming and recommend good environmental practice beyond those currently required.

· Guidelines enable conduct of audits to ensure that legal requirements are met and to provide assurance to the community.


	Flowers Victoria.

· (03) 9210 9460

	Enviroveg
	· Currently in preparation.

· A pilot program to provide grower guidelines for best management.

· Eight select areas (including biodiversity) that will establish benchmarks to encourage growers to demonstrate environmental performance.

· Will include assessment requirements and indicators to enable growers to check and monitor their performance.


	Fruit and Vegetable Growers Association of Victoria.

· (03) 9800 4631


	Go Mark Foods – 10 Steps to Environment Management in Beef Farming 1998
	· An EMS framework for high rainfall beef farms.

· Aimed to reduce water usage, fertiliser run-off to streams, land degradation and chemical residues and to protect remnant vegetation.

· Recently adapted to include sustainability assessment  and benchmarking system (see below).


	Go Mark Foods Pty Ltd. 

· (03) 5664 2426 

	Go Mark Foods – 2 – Farm Sustainability Self Assessment
	· Includes sustainability and benchmarking systems for beef, lamb, dairy, fruit and vegetables.

· Farm sustainability ‘self assessment’ using 80 sustainability indicators for use by individual farmers, farm groups (landcare, catchment groups, marketing alliances, etc).

· Farmers receive a written report outlining the farm’s sustainability strengths, weaknesses and the Go Mark Sustainability Classification that the farm presently meets.


	Go Mark Foods Pty Ltd. 

· (03) 5664 2426

	Guidelines for Best Practice Bird Control to Protect Commercial Olive Orchards and Minimise the Risk of Seed Dispersal.
	· Formulated to enable all growers to minimise the dispersal of olive seeds. In high risk areas it will be a mandatory part of the management plan.

· It is unrealistic to provide prescriptive guidelines due to only having basic knowledge of pest birds and their behaviour.

· Recommend that individual growers decisions be governed by that grower’s particular situation.

· Provides general principles of ‘best practice’ followed by some specific suggestions mainly directed towards effectively scaring birds away from the olive orchard. Involves four basic activities; (i) defining the problem (ii) developing a management plan (iii) implementation and (iv) monitoring and evaluation.


	Author: Dr Ron Sinclair.

Published by: Animal and Plant Control Commission

Available from: Native Vegetation Council of South Australia

· (08) 8204 8888

	Native Vegetation Codes of Practice
	· The Minister for Land and Water Conservation can approve a native vegetation code of practice for a specified purpose, such as regulating the clearing activities of an industry. Where a code of practice has been made, the clearing dealt with in the code of practice must comply with the code and is exempt from the ordinary operation of the NVC Act.


	Department of Land and Water Conservation.

· (02) 9228 6111

Web: www.dlwc.nsw.gov.au/


	Plantations and Reafforestation Act Code
	· Development of the Code was undertaken to streamline the process for investing in planted forests or reafforestation of essentially cleared land in NSW.

· Sets out clearly the criteria for authorisation to establish a plantation; such as the documentation required, preparing plantation plans, protection of threatened species and biodiversity and management of plantation operations.


	Department of Land and Water Conservation.

· (02) 9228 6111

Web: www.dlwc.nsw.gov.au/care/veg/plantation/code


	Queensland Farmers Federation Environmental Code of Practice
	· The Environmental Protection Act 1994 allows the Minister for  Environment to approve 'Codes of Practice', which state ways for  producers to achieve compliance with the 'General Environmental Duty of Care' under the Act. An approved Code of Practice is not a regulation under the Act, however it does have legal standing.

· 
	Queensland Farmers Federation

· (07) 30171333

Web: www.qff.org.au


	Regional Environmental Best Practices (Viticulture)


	· Currently in preparation (for release in January 2003).

· Focus on the viticulture industry in the Yarra Valley.
	Knoxfield Institute of Horticultural Research.

· (03) 9210 9243 



	Risk Assessment and Management of Olives.
	· Developed in consultation with the Olives Advisory Group of South Australia.

· Associated paper also includes discussion on the establishment of a olive orchard register, potential genetic material, existing feral olive trees, olive tree assessment, risk assessment for new olive orchards.

· A working paper to be reviewed in 2002.
	Published by: Animal and Plant Control Commission

Available from: Native Vegetation Council of South Australia

· (08) 8204 8888



	Sunraysia Regional Code of Practice for Viticulture


	· In preparation and due for release in December 2002.

· Code divides vineyard activities into 14 practices, then establishes environmental objectives for each of these. Environmental impacts are listed against each of the objectives., These impacts may incorporate biodiversity.

· Native vegetation management included as one of the 14 practices. 


	Sunraysia Horticultural Centre.

· (03) 5051 4543

	Victorian Farmers Federation EMS Guidelines
	· Produced by an industry representative group, this guide provides a framework for the development of specific industry codes or environmental management guidelines.

· Designed to be a checklist for individual farmers to analyse and assess where they are along the continuum of environmental management.


	Victorian Farmers Federation, General Manager-Policy.

· (03) 9207 5520


BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION – TECHNICAL
	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Local government
	(1) National Biodiversity Education Project. Funded through Environment Australia, this national project has prepared a biodiversity education website (Biodiversity Toolbox) for local government to access a range of information on conservation of biodiversity. The website provides information on biodiversity incentives, training and resources provided by and accessible to local government throughout Australia.

Contact: Local Government Officer, Environment Australia.

· (02) 6274 2315

Web: www.ea.gov.au


	Natural resources
	(1) Australian Natural Resources Atlas. The Atlas has been developed by the National Land and Water Resources Audit. It provides a web-based community interface to support natural resource management. Information covers seven themes (coasts, rangelands, water resources, land resources, people, agriculture and biodiversity), which can be organised by region (whole of Australia, State or Territory, region or geographical feature). A mapping tool allows for the customising of map presentations.

Web: www.nlwra.gov.au
 or  http://audit.ea.gov.au/ANRA/atlas_home.cfm
(2) Australia's EnviroNET. The national and international gateway to Australia's environment industries. An initiative of the Federal Department of Environment and Heritage's Environment Industries Focus Unit.

Australia's rapidly growing environment business sector is delivering high quality products and services to support sustainable development for today's environmental challenges. Australia's EnviroNET showcases our environment business capacities to the world.

The complete range of Australia's capabilities can be located through Australia's EnviroNET 8 specifically designed pathways that address the environment protection and sustainable development needs of the domestic and international communities.

Web: www.environet.ea.gov.au
(3) Guidelines for Protecting Australian Waterways (2002). Land & Water Australia (LWA) identified a gap in the tools and techniques available to water managers for conserving waterways and planning for Ecologically Sustainable Development. The objectives of the guidelines are to provide:

· • a systematic and adaptable approach to protecting waterways and floodplains;

· • implementation tools to support application of the approach;

· • assistance with setting priorities for protection and repair; and

· • assistance with identifying data gaps and priorities for research and monitoring.

The targeted users are government planners/managers, developers, consultants and the community. Possible applications include conservation plans, waterway management strategies, rehabilitation plans, water-resource development studies, environmental impact assessments and statutory planning schemes.

Contact:  Land and Water Australia.

· (02) 6257 3379

Web: http://www.lwa.gov.au/downloads/PR020210.pdf
(4) A Directory of Important Wetlands in Australia Online Database. The Directory identifies nationally important wetlands across Australia and provides information on the varieties and values of these wetlands. There are now 859 wetlands included in this database, and inventory work currently underway will increase this number.  Data are supplied by the respective State and Territory conservation agencies. The 3rd edition of the Directory (2001) has been published as a summary of nationally important wetlands in each jurisdiction but without detailed site information. Files of the summary publication are available in PDF format.

Contact: Environment Australia Wetlands Section. 

Email: wetlandsmail@ea.gov.au
Web: http://www.ea.gov.au/water/wetlands/database/index.html
(5) Ramsar Sites Database. Ramsar sites are wetlands listed under the Convention on Wetlands (Ramsar Convention) because of their international significance which may relate to special values in one or more areas, including ecology, botany, zoology, limnology or hydrology. 

The latest information on Australia's 57 Ramsar sites, occurring in all jurisdictions is held in this database. Data are supplied by site management authorities.

Contact: Environment Australia Wetlands Section. 

Email: wetlandsmail@ea.gov.au

Web: http://www.ea.gov.au/water/wetlands/ramsar/database/index.html


	Environmental law
	(1) Disappearing Acts – a guide to Australia’s threatened species law. State, Territory and Commonwealth law reviewed and compared to give a snapshot of how native species are protected. The guide compares listing processes, threatened management regimes and enforcement across Australia.

Publisher: Environmental Defenders Office NSW.

Price: $20.00

· (02) 9262 6989  

(2) A New Green Agenda Conference Papers. Contains papers on the constitutional division of powers and the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, environmental protection assessment, biodiversity protection and future directions for environmental laws in Australia.

Publisher: Environmental Defenders Office NSW.

Price: $15.00

· (02) 9262 6989

(3) Greening a Sunburnt Country – a guide to Commonwealth environmental laws. A plain English guide to how the public can use the Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act to protect the environment. 

Publisher: Environmental Defenders Office NSW. 

Price: to be determined

· (02) 9262 6989



	Agricultural fact sheets


	(1) Prime Notes 2001 – CD Rom. 5,000 fact sheets from 19 Australian extension and research organisations throughout Australia. 

Price: $51.10 (plus post).

Contact: Queensland Department of Primary Industries.

· 1800 816 541

(2) Tips and Tools for Making Change. A series of six fact sheets prepared by the Sustainable Grazing Systems program. Addresses biodiversity, birds, earth worms, assessing native vegetation, improving native vegetation and revegetating native vegetation. Included as supplements in ‘Prograzier’ magazine, Biodiversity edition, Winter 2002.

Contact: Meat and Livestock Australia.

· 1800 155 900

(3) Biodiversity and Rice Facts Sheets. Information about what biodiversity is and how it can benefit rice production.

Contact: Ricegrowers Association 

· (02) 6953 0433.

(4) Flushed with success. After a decade of research at Wagga Wagga, Csiro has produced the world’s first best practice management guidelines for effluent-irrigated plantations.

Contact: CSIRO Forestry & Forest Products Canberra 

· (02) 6281 8222

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/flushed%20_with_success.pdf
(5) Flora, Fauna and Firewood. A CSIRO report highlighting the potential environmental problems and gaps in current knowledge of the impacts of firewood harvesting on Australian biodiversity.

Contact: CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems Canberra 

· (02) 6242 1607

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/flora%20fauna%20and%20firewood.pdf
(6) Wildlife and Watering Points. CSIRO report showing Australian graziers how to integrate grazing with native animal and conservation to reap premium prices from their products and save the environment at the same time.

Contact CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems Alice Springs 

· (08) 8950 7157

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/wildlife%20and%20waterpoints.pdf
(7) Australian Ecosystems at your Service. Australians maybe missing out on a major opportunity for  improved lifestyle and prosperity by not making better use of the environment and the services it provides.

Contact: CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems Canberra 

· (02) 6242 1731

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/ecosystems%20at%20your%20service.pdf
(8) A bird on the land and two in the bush.  To prevent further loss of plants and animals from our agricultural land, we need to retain and enhance remnant patches of vegetation. CSIRO has developed a new approach to conservation that answers the questions of what, where and how much?

Contact: CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems Canberra 

· (02) 6242 1607

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/bird%20on%20the%20land.pdf


	Biodiversity fact sheets
	(1) All Creatures Great and Small.  A general introduction to the CSIRO Biological Collections, which provide a nation-wide focus for collections, field work and research.
Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/all%20creatures%20great%20and%20small.pdf
(2) Riparian Management Fact Sheets 1-11 These Fact Sheets cover key river and riparian management issues in easy  to understand language and presented in a user-friendly style, CDs covering how to rehabilitate Australian streams, reports and publications relating to river management and the proceedings of river and riparian workshops reprinted for a third time due to popular demand and are ideal for use at workshops, field days and other catchment management activities.

· Managing Riparian Land

· Streambank Stability

· Improving Water Quality

· Maintaining In-Stream Life

· Riparian Habitat for Wildlife

· Managing Stock

· Managing Woody Debris in Rivers

· Inland Rivers and Floodplains

· Planning for River Restoration

· River Flows and Blue-green Algae

· Managing Phosphorus in Catchments

Contact: Land and Water Australia -National Riparian Lands R&D Program 

Web: http://www.rivers.gov.au/publicat/factsheets.htm.

(3) A Process for Rehabilitating Australian Streams CD Rom. This CD-ROM is an interactive version of A Rehabilitation Manual for Australian Streams by Rutherfurd, Jerie and Marsh. It has been developed to assist anyone involved in stream rehabilitation and, whilst it does not cover every aspect of stream management, it does provide a dynamic and innovative way of working through the planning, implementation and evaluation processes that are important to follow when undertaking stream rehabilitation. Brief preview of the CDROM available online. Available from CanPrint, postage and handling costs only. Order on the web.

Contact: Land and Water Australia -National Riparian Lands R&D Program 

Web: http://www.rivers.gov.au/publicat/factsheets.htm.




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION- FLORA 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Weeds
	(1) Noxious Weeds of Australia CD (for 2003 release). An interactive identification and information system focussing on the declared plants of Australia. It will include an abundance of information about declared plants that can be accessed in a variety of ways and should be of interest to researchers, students, weed control officers and anyone interested in learning more about weeds. In addition to about 400 species of declared weeds, the key will also include hundreds of other weed species. Hence, users will be able to determine if the weed they are trying to identify is noxious or not.

Publisher: University of Queensland.

Available at Web Site: http://www.cpitt.uq.edu.au/software/NoxiousWeeds/
(2)Weed Navigator. The ‘Contact Directory’ lists Australian and New Zealand agencies and interest groups. ‘Resource Guide’ describes thousands of weeds also related books, brochures, posters, web sites, journals, strategies, training courses etc.

Price: $30.00

Contact: Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Keith Turnbull Research Institute.
· (03) 9785 0111
3) Weed Busters.  CSIRO is currently working to stem the spread of many of Australia’s worst environmental weeds. They are looking at identifying which of the weeds natural enemies might be able to control it in its new environment.

Contact: CSIRO Entomology Canberra 

· (02) 6246 4136

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/weedbuster.pdf
(4) Good Guys Bad Guys. CSIRO is currently searching for ways to manage weeds and feral animals which threaten biodiversity and the environment. CSIRO leads the world in reproduction and development studies for Australian vertebrate pests, and in biological control of weeds. Gene technology could provide a solution to many of these environmental problems.

Contact CSIRO Entomology Canberra 

· (02) 6246 4136

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/good%20guys%20bad%20guys.pdf
(5) Weeds Australia Information on the 20 declared Weeds of National Significance.  All of these have been identified as threats to biodiversity

Web: http://www.weeds.org.au/


	Distribution, conservation status or identification
	(1) PlantNET. A ‘virtual herbarium’, providing access to data resulting from research work by scientific & horticultural staff of the Royal Botanical Gardens Sydney. Currently all herbarium details are available, with over 1,000 scanned images of Eucalypts, and keys for Acacia species.

Contact: Royal Botanical Gardens Sydney.

· (02) 9231 8111

Web: www.plantnet.rbgsyd.gov.au
(2) Conservation Status for Rare or Threatened Australian Plants (ROTAP) -. The conservation status and distribution of 3,620 Rare or Threatened Plant Species by State. This list is an update of the 1988 published list. The categories used follow the IUCN Red Data Book Categories.
Authors: Briggs and Leigh (1991)
Contact: Environment Australia.

· (02) 6274 1221

(3). Virtual Herbarium. Currently developing a virtual Australia-wide Herbarium which will eventually allow access to six million records in herbaria around Australia.  The first step is to set up a mapping tool, which is planned for completion this year. Provides a range of useful website links, including the Australian Biodiversity Information Facility.

Contact: Australian Botanic Gardens and the Associated Centre for Plant Biodiversity
Web: http://www.anbg.gov.au
(4) WATTLES Acacias of Australia CD Rom. Electronic key to identify any species of Acacia in Australia, irrespective of whether thy are in flower or fruit. Descriptions and illustrations of the nearly 1,200 species, subspecies and variants of Acacias in Australia.

Coordinator: Bruce Maslin (2001)

Published: Department of Conservation and Land Management and Australian Biological Resources Study

Cost: CD Rom and Manual $110.00

Available from: CSIRO publishing

· 1800 645 051

(5) AusGrass – Grasses of Australia (2002)  CD Rom and Manual includes interactive and dichotomous keys to identify 1323 grasses – native or naturalised, growing wild in Australia. Interfaced with Lucid Player to provide a comprehensive array of fact sheets, images, scanned specimens etc.

Authors:  D. Sharp and B. Simon (2002).

Publishers: Queensland Environmental Protection Authority, Australian Biological Resource Studies, CSIRO Publishing.

Cost: CD Rom and Manual $99.00

Available from: CSIRO Publishing.

· 1800 645 051

(6) Australian Tropical Rain Forest Plants- Trees Shrubs and Vines. Due for release in December 2002. This interactive identification and information system for 2154 species. Building on the second edition, it contains species in northern Australia, from Broome to Townsville, with additional species and new photographs. Identification is based on selection of characters from the plant or specimen and responding to a number of choices (a total of 154 characters), the reader is able to gain identification via a of process of elimination.

Authors: Hyland, Whiffin, Christophel, Gray and Elick.

Publishers: Australian National Herbarium (Atherton), Centre for Plant Biological Research, La Trobe University, University of Adelaide and CSIRO Plant Industries.

Cost: CD Rom and Manual $120.00

Available from: CSIRO Publishing.

· 1800 645 051

(7) EUCLID Eucalypts of Southern Australia – second edition.  Interactive identification and information system for 690 taxa. Covers more than two thirds species including species from southern Western Australia. Includes botanical descriptions, with notes covering relationships, distinguishing features and high quality colour images. Includes map showing natural distribution for each species.

Authors: Brooker, Slee, Connors and Duffy

Publishers: Centre for Plant Biodiversity Research.

Cost: CD Rom and Manual $110.00

Available from: CSIRO Publishing.

· 1800 645 051



	Revegetation
	(1) FloraBank Directory. Extensive information on seed collection, storage and germination. Lists of technical reports; fact sheets on general topics and germination information; surveys and reports.  Large bibliography by category.

Contact: FloraBank.

· (02) 6281 8585  

Web: www.florabank.org.au
(2) Permit Requirements for the Collecting of Australian Plants and Animals. This guide will help those people seeking permission to collect Australian plants and animals for scientific and research purposes. It explains the information needed to obtain a permit and the permit conditions for each State and Territory. Also available as a Word 6.0/95 file.

Web: http://www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/about/publications/guide/index.html
(3) Greening Australia. For technical advice on how to revegetate areas using native species and on obtaining native seed for species native to your region (also provides information on farm forestry).

Contact: Greening Australia Ltd. for Greening Australia offices all over Australia.

· (02) 6281 8585

Web: www.greeningaustralia.org.au
(4) Landcare Australia. Useful links http://www.landcareaustralia.com.au/infolinks.asp
(5) Australian Tree Seed Centre. Details of CSIRO centre, which is the central source of seed and is one of the world’s largest publicly accessible collection of timber genetic material, with representatives of more than 1200 tree species.

Contact: CSIRO Forestry & Forest Products Canberra 

· (02) 6281 8218

Web: http://www.ffp.csiro.au/tigr/atscmain/
(6) Mulga Miracle. Controlling rabbits in an effort to reestablish the mulga and associated native ecosystems

Contact: CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems Canberra 

· (02) 6242 1517

Web: http://www.biodiversity.csiro.au/2nd_level/Biodiversity%20Month/mulga%20miracle.pdf



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION – FAUNA 

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Species description (general)
	(1) Fauna of Australia. Entire volumes currently available on the Web are Mammalia and Amphibia & Reptilia. Information for each taxon is provided at the phylum or class level and at the family level. For each level, data is provided on classification, morphology and physiology, natural history, biogeography and phylogeny, fossil record, economic significance and conservation. This is coupled with illustrated keys, glossaries and a detailed index.

Contact: Australian Biological Resources Study.

· (02) 6250 9506

Web: www.environment.gov.au/abrs/abif-fauna/foa
(2) FaunaMap (to be released). This module will place the specimen records of the Australian Museum at the fingertips of the general community. Users can create maps showing the distribution of specimen records held at the Australian Museum. Contact: Australian Museum - Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Research.

Web: http://faunanet.gov.au/faunamaps/index.htm
(3) FaunaImages (to be released). This will provide public access to the images captured by the Australian Museum's Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Research. The online database makes the images available to the public and will be searchable via scientific and/or common names of the organism.

Contact: Australian Museum - Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Research.

Web: http://faunanet.gov.au/faunaimages/index.htm


	Taxonomy (advanced)
	(1) PLATYPUS version 3.3. A relational database program for taxonomists. Manages taxonomic, geographic, ecological, host-taxon, palaeontological, bibliographic and graphic information, as well as botanical names and specimen collection data.  May be trialed free-of-charge. Is used to compile and generate automatically the web files for the Australian Faunal Directory.  May be used to compile data for the Global Biodiversity Information Facility (GBIF)

Contact: Australian Biological Resources Study.

· (02) 6250 9506

Web: http://www.ea.gov.au/biodiversity/abrs/abif/platypus/index.html
(2) LUCID Professional Version2.  A flexible and powerful knowledge management tool that helps users make an identification or diagnosis. Assists with ID of a species, then utilizes full HTML multimedia to provide you with information about that species, and link you to other sites to provide further information.

Contact: A joint project of CSIRO and University of Queensland.

Web: http://www.lucidcentral.com/
(3) FaunaKeys.  Makes available web-based taxonomic tools for easy identification of selected invertebrate and vertebrate groups in New South Wales and Australia. 

Illustrated interactive keys combined with information pages, photo images and accompanying checklists on taxa will provide hands-on education for both beginners and professionals in the field. The keys are linked to helpful glossaries and labeled diagrams on general anatomy and morphology. Additionally, lists of useful references will be handy for those seeking further information or literature sources.

Contact: Australian Museum - Centre for Biodiversity and Conservation Research.

Web: www.faunanet.gov.au/keys/index


	Birds
	(1) Atlas of Australian Birds.  Ongoing database recording distribution and relative abundance of birds throughout Australia. Data accessible to land managers for a negotiable fee. Book summarising data obtained from the second Atlas period (1998-2001) will be released late in 2002.

Contact: Birds Australia: Research and Conservation Manager.

· 1300 730 075

Web: http://birdsaustralia.com.au/atlas/index.html 

(2) Birds on Farms – Ecological management for agricultural sustainability. A great reference for farmers, the Birds on Farms survey has led to the development of 10 simple guidelines for attracting birds back to farms and so improving the natural resource base on  which agriculture depends.

Author: Geoff Barrett

Available: Supplement to Wingspan, vol. 10, no 4, December 2000

Contact: Birds Australia.

· (03) 9882 2622

Web: www.birdsaustralia.com.au


	Invertebrates
	(1) Fauna Net. Search directory of general and professional information and resources (such as books, journals, identification keys, field guides, articles CD ROMs, videos and links to websites) available on the world wide web and elsewhere. 

Contact: Australian Museum. 

· (02) 9320 6000

Web: www.resources.faunanet.gov.au/



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - TRAINING 

The following is a list of website address for organisations offering training in conservation management.

The Australian Network for Plant Conservation is a key group at the national level which should be included.  They provide a number of training courses over the year and produce the publication Danthonia.  They can be found at http://www.anbg.gov.au/anpc/.

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Natural resource management
	(1) Conservation and Land Management (CLM) Training Package. Endorsed by ANTA in 2002. Participants are able to gain a certificate i, ii, iii, or iv, Diploma or Advanced Diploma (dependant on the number and type of units of competency completed). Modules presented in:

· lands, parks and wildlife

· bush regeneration and management

· community co-ordination and facilitation

· conservation earthworks

· general land management

· indigenous land management

· vertebrate pest management

· weed management.

Contact: Rural Training Council of Australia or TAFE in each state for clarification of course availability and venues.

(2) NRM Training Package Currently in development by Meat and Livestock Australia.  

Contact: Project Manager, Feedbase & NRM, Meat & Livestock Australia.

· (02) 6361 1204


	Environmental Management Systems
	(1) National Association of Testing Agencies. Conducts in-house courses on an as needed basis throughout Australia for organisations and individuals on ‘Implementing an EMS’.

Contact: National Association of Testing Agencies.

· 800 621 666

Web: www.nata.asn.au



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION- INCENTIVES 

Information on incentive packages and funding opportunities is dynamic and subject to change without notice. Always check with the funding agency to determine current closing dates and other application details. Remember to contact local sponsors or key funding agencies in your region to determine if your property is eligible for any funding in their current funding round.

For additional information on Commonwealth Government grants refer to: http://www.grantslink.gov.au/
	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Fencing
	(1) Remnant Vegetation Fencing Incentive Scheme. Natural Heritage Trust devolved grant available in NSW, Tasmania, Victoria, Queensland and ACT (also Trust for Nature in Victoria). Check with Greening Australia regarding the current funding status of this initiative.

Contact: Greening Australia.

web: www.greeningaustralia.org.au
· (02) 6281 8585



	Conservation
	(1) The National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality. A national approach to salinity and water quality solutions. It involves Commonwealth, State/Territory governments and regional communities. Regional plans for natural resource management will be the basis for funding under the National Action Plan. Interim funding will be available for regional communities to develop their existing plans to be eligible for full funding. The National Action Plan will also provide training and extension support for regional communities.

See also Natural Heritage Trust 2 below.

Contact: Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia or Environment Australia.

Web: www.affa.gov.au/actionsalinityandwater 

· 1800 026 222 
(2) Natural Heritage Trust. Established July 2002, supporting Landcare, Bushcare, Rivercare, Coastcare. Will mostly be delivered through integrated regional plans. Some community grants available through Australian Government Envirofund (see below). Funds biodiversity, conservation, sustainable use of natural resources and community capacity building relevant to these two activities, including NHT Co-ordinators in each State and Territory.

Contact: Environment Australia.

· 1800 065 823

Web:  www.nht.gov.au 

(3) Living Wetlands Fund. Wetland Care Australia is helping community groups and landholders accelerate wetland conservation and repair. Projects considered for sponsorship by the Living Wetlands Fund fall into two categories. The first category is funding to finalise and start implementing Wetland Action Plans - essentially start-up funding – and the second is funding to carry out works outlined in existing Action Plans - implementation funding. Wetland Care Australia supported by a grant from the Natural Heritage Trust and sponsorship from Banrock Station Wines.

Current round of funding closed 30 June 2002.

Contact: Wetland Care Australia.

· (08) 8364 6914

Web: www.wetlandcare.com.au
(4) Australian Government EnviroFund. A local action component of the Natural Heritage Trust. It will help communities undertake local projects aimed at conserving biodiversity and sustainable resource use. The Australian Government Envirofund will enable community groups to apply for grants of up to $30 000 to carry out on-ground actions to target local problems. To be eligible for funding from the Australian Government Envirofund it is necessary to be part of a registered community group (an unincorporated group can apply, but will not receive its funding until it is incorporated); a registered indigenous community or organisation; or an individual proposing activities that have a very high public benefit. The 2002-2003 funding round of the Australian Government Envirofund closed on 5 June 2002.

· 1800 065 823

Web: www.nht.gov.au/funding/applications 

(5) Threatened Species Conservation. Natural Heritage Trust devolved grant to World Wide Fund for Nature. Established to support and inspire community work to recover threatened species and ecological communities. The Grants aim to provide seed funding to assist community groups to take on long term responsibility for conservation and recovery of populations of nationally threatened species and ecological communities. Eligible projects are those delivered by Incorporated community-based groups; Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander organisations; incorporated regional or catchment management organisations.

Contact: World Wide Fund for Nature.

· 1800 032 551

Web: www.wwf.org.au/tsn
(6) Grassland Conservation. Natural Heritage Trust devolved grant to World Wildlife Fund, partner with State and Territory agencies. After current funding round it is anticipated that project will be delivered on a state basis.

Contact: World Wide Fund for Nature. 

· 1800 032 551
Web: www.wwf.org.au/tsn
(7) Incentive Measures for Conserving Freshwater Ecosystems. Report prepared by Environment Australia under the National River Health Program.  Acknowledges that most wetlands are found on privately held land, and that the major challenge for Governments (at all levels) is to put in place a range of incentive measures that can assist and encourage private landholders to manage their wetland so as to retain the ecosystem services they provide.  Flexibility and diversity of options are essential, recognizing that circumstances differ so greatly across the country, and even from one private landholder to the next.

Web: http://www.ea.gov.au/water/policy/incentive/index.html
Accompanying this report is an Information Kit, Wetland management assistance for private landholders, provided in easy-to-use fact sheet format, and with illustrative case studies and a comprehensive account of the incentive measures that are currently available.  It is targeted towards those private landholders responsible on a day-to-day basis for Australia’s freshwater ecosystems.

Web: http://www.ea.gov.au/water/wetlands/publications/management/index.html


	Fauna
	(1) The Australian Bird Environment Foundation. Established to provide financial assistance to persons and institutions to:

· Undertake research and investigation 

· Develop management methodologies 

· Develop and execute education and information programs 

· Carry out voluntary conservation work pertaining to Australian native birds, their habitats or associated native fauna.

Supports projects of up to $3,000 that:

· Maintain, improve or extend habitat for birds and associated native plants and animals; 

· Involve research into the needs of birds in their habitat; and 

· Educate the public to become more aware of birds in their habitat. 

Community Groups, owners of public/private land, individuals/Government are eligible

Application Dates

· 1st Round closes 31 May each year

· 2nd Round closes 31 October each year.

Contact: Bird Observers Club of Australia.

· 1300 305 342 



	Agriculture
	(1) Farm Forestry Program Encourages the incorporation of commercial tree growing and management into farming systems for the purpose of wood and non-wood production, increasing agricultural productivity and sustainable natural resource management. The program recognises that commercial opportunities can stimulate private landholders to undertake farm forestry activities that provide both economic, environmental and natural resource management benefits. These include water catchment protection, biodiversity enhancement, salinity reduction, and the rehabilitation of degraded land.

Contact: Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry Australia

· (02) 6272 4904

Web: http://www.affa.gov.au/docs/1_nrm/nht_landcare/nht/ffp-summary.html



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - EQUIPMENT AND LABOUR

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Labour
	(1) Green Corps - Young Australians for the Environment program. Young Australians volunteering to become involved in conservation projects. Each Green Corps project is 26 weeks duration and involves hands-on conservation activities, with community service opportunities and including appropriate accredited training. Delivered to regional and remote communities through a combined workforce of more than 5,400 staff on the ground at 291 locations across Australia.

Contact: Job Futures Greening Australia partnership.

· (02) 9281 6822

(2) Conservation Volunteers Australia. Recruitment and management of community volunteers. 

Contact: National Head Office.

· 1800 032 501 

· (03) 5333 1483
Web: www.conservationvolunteers.com.au
(3) Lending A Hand. Joint initiative of the Commonwealth Bank and Conservation Volunteers Australia. Project teams will undertake a wide range of practical activities addressing habitat rehabilitation and protection.

Contact: Conservation Volunteers Australia – National Head Office.

· 1800 032 501 or (03) 5333 1483 

(4) Revive our Wetlands. Joint initiative of the BHP Billiton and Conservation Volunteers Australia. Over 100 of Australia’s high priority wetland sites will be selected, with $1.5 million in funding and additional in-kind support to implement and evaluate the program between 2001-2003. 

Contact: Project Manager.

· (02) 6882 5986




BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION– CATCHMENT

	Type of information required by landholders
	Information type and availability

	Catchment
	(1) Australia's Rivers and Catchment Condition Database (formerly Wild Rivers). Report on river condition for key river basins across Australia. The integrated assessment provides a basin-wide context and a framework within which decisions and river management priorities can be considered. The assessment incorporates a range of attributes that are considered to indicate key ecological processes at the river reach and basin levels. Information available in Arcinfo format.

Web: http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/edd/EDD.pl?action=browse_citation&id=9550
(2) Australia - Landscape Health Database 2001 This project assessed the health of Australia's regional landscapes from a biodiversity/natural ecosystem perspective, through the analysis of attributes indicative of landscape condition and trend. These included: native vegetation extent; fragmentation and clearing rates; land use; current extent and trend of dryland salinity; changed hydrological conditions; current extent and trend of weeds and feral animals; and the distribution of threatened species and ecosystems.

Contact: Environment Australia, Strategic Development Division, ERIN Unit.

Web: http://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/edd/EDD.pl?action=browse_citation&id=9534



BIODIVERSITY SUPPORT SERVICES

The table below provides details of the principal advisory support services (government, agency, or community organisations) that rural landholders may access to manage native biodiversity assets on their property. The table has been organised to provide details in three strategic areas: 

(1) Support provided.

(2) Information available.

(3) On site advice (check with the organisation to determine if there is any charge for this service).

In addition to the key organisations listed, there are many other organizations (both small and large) offering assistance to individual landholders. The following references may provide contact details of organisation operating in your district: 
Key contacts: Bionet, available online at: http://www.cbn.org.au/member/cbn/projects/bionet/bionet.html
The Australian Environment Directory (second edition). Overview of all the environment agencies and programs at Federal and State level, as well as information on environmental research, associations and organisations, and commercialisation bodies. It provides a detailed profile of how the environment sector is structured and the relevant bodies in areas such as the greenhouse, catchment management, waste management, air quality and many more areas of environmental responsibility.

Cost: $90.00 

Contact Hallmark Editions. 

· (03) 9530 8900

Web: www.halledit.com
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	Birds Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· (03) 9882 2622

Web: www.birdsaustralia.com.au


	Environment Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	· 1800 803 772

· (02) 6274 1111

Web:  www.ea.gov.au



	Environmental Defenders Office 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Contact the individual state/territory offices for local advice.

Web: www.edo.org.au


	Environs Australia
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	National Network for Local Government Environmental Officers.

· (03) 9654 1322

Web: www.environs.org.au


	Greening Australia Limited
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Predominately acts as a clearing house for each of the state/territory Greening Australia offices.

· (02) 6281 8585

Web: www.greeningaustralia.org.au


	World Wide Fund for Wildlife (WWF)
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	Individual projects operate, specific project details available on line:

Web: www.wwf.org.au
· 1800 032 551
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