PROGRESS REPORT

Actions and timeframes for each of the above project areas and progress as of 30 June 2007 are set out below and reflect the outcomes of the 18 May 2007 PSIC meeting.  If you would like further information on any of the project areas contact the PSIC Secretariat.
	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	1. Performance Measurement
	Finalise performance outcomes and indicators to establish a framework for performance measurement and reporting.


	Performance Measurement WG (lead by Peter Bailey, Victorian Department of Primary Industries (VIC DPI))


	Completed.



	
	Test the framework to identify data gaps.


	Performance Measurement WG (Peter Bailey - VIC DPI)/PSIC Secretariat


	Revised framework endorsed by PSIC on 17 November 2006.

All but one jurisdiction have completed the matrix of assessment outcomes.

Jurisdictions had difficulty in obtaining meaningful data for some performance outcomes, particularly when responsibility for collecting data resides with other agencies.



	
	Circulate completed matrix of outcomes of the initial assessment to PSIC members to provide an overall indication of system performance using available data.


	PSIC Secretariat
	Completed, noting that NSW is unable to complete the matrix at this stage.

	
	Identify and implement strategies for collecting additional data sets
	PSIC
	

	
	· provide contextual information to support the data used for performance assessment to assist in analysis of performance measurement
	States/Territories
	Completed by all jurisdictions except NSW.

	
	· identify and share information on sources of performance measurement data
	PSIC members
	Ongoing, including through participation in the development of the National Chemicals Monitoring Database.

The 17 May 2007 Stakeholder Workshop provided useful suggestions on data sources.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Performance Measurement (continued)
	Seek stakeholder feedback on the outcomes of the initial performance assessment.


	PSIC Secretariat
	Completed.

Feedback from 17 May 2007 Stakeholder Workshop indicated a need to

· increase the focus on health and environmental risks

· seek additional data from additional sources such as industry and the Community Consultative Committee survey

· take a more active approach to collecting data on public health effects.



	
	Undertake a more detailed examination of assessments against performance outcomes that were assessed as unsatisfactory or borderline
	
	

	
	· Establish working groups to address Performance Outcomes 1B (exported Australian produce meets MRLs), 4 (avoid off-target spray drift incidents) and 5 and 6 (dealing with human health impacts).
	PSIC Secretariat, in consultation with nominated PSIC representatives.
	Commenced.  Draft Terms of Reference circulated to PSIC members to set up the working groups.



	
	· For Performance Outcome 7 (avoid adverse OH&S effects), follow up with states/territories to see what data was used, and determine whether data is available to address gaps.


	WRMC representative
	September 2007.

	
	Determine what level of information can be gathered for measuring Performance Outcome 3 (reduced risk options for pest and disease control adopted)


	NSW Department of Primary Industries/CSIRO
	September 2007.

	
	With further input from stakeholders, establish a reporting and accountability system.


	PSIC/PSIC Secretariat
	End June 2008.


	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	2. Data Collection
	Conduct a pilot study through Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and Water to compare two methodologies


	Tasmanian Department of Primary Industries and Water (TAS DPIW) (TBA) for Data Collection WG (APVMA, CropLife, DAFF)


	Project commenced in April 2006

· A communications strategy has been implemented to ensure a good response to the farm survey.

· Survey questionnaires for PSIC and UK methodologies have been developed.
· Initial surveys of agronomists and advisers are nearing completion.
· Grower surveys and collation of data are underway.



	
	Report on the results of the first methodology.


	TAS DPIW (TBA)


	A new project manager has been appointed.  First methodology now expected to be completed by July 2007.



	
	Seek stakeholder input on the outcomes of testing the first methodology


	Data Collection WG (secretariat provided by PSIC Secretariat)


	September2007.



	
	Determine next steps, pending completion of the second methodology.


	PSIC
	The second methodology expected to be completed by November 2007.

Next steps dependent upon outcomes of stakeholder consultation.



	
	Undertake action necessary to further develop the data collection system.
	Data Collection WG (secretariat provided by PSIC Secretariat)
	Dependent upon outcomes of stakeholder consultation.



	
	Provide input into the development of the national chemical monitoring database by the Department of Environment and Heritage to ensure that both approaches to data collection are compatible and complementary.


	PSIC members/DEH
	PSIC Secretariat represented on database steering committee.

Workshop held with PSIC members and the steering committee in July 2006.

PSIC and key stakeholders, including CropLife and ACCORD, being consulted in the development of the National Chemical Monitoring Database.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	3. User Training


	Training and accreditation scheme for restricted (higher risk) chemical products (RCPs)


	User Training WG (lead by Roger Toffolon, NSW Department of Primary Industries (NSW DPI))
	

	
	· Develop a discussion paper on the development of a national training and accreditation scheme for higher risk chemicals.


	User Training WG (Roger Toffolon, NSW DPI)
	Completed.



	
	· Seek input from industry stakeholders on the proposed scheme.


	User Training WG (Roger Toffolon, NSW DPI)
	Completed.

	
	· Determine the operational requirements of the scheme including the development of risk-based criteria for identifying RCPs.
	Higher Risk Chemical Training WG

(lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)
	

	
	· seek stakeholder input on the criteria and associated list of RCPs.
	
	Feedback from stakeholders indicated that the criteria were too broad and it was not clear how they were applied.  

Discussion at the 17 May 2007 Stakeholder Workshop indicated that further consultation with stakeholders on the draft criteria may be necessary.



	
	· Finalise discussion paper, including the criteria for identifying restricted chemical products and the process by which the criteria are applied to identify possible RCPs.


	APVMA/Higher Risk Chemical Training WG

(lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)
	The 18 May 2007 PSIC meeting agreed that the Working Group continue to develop the criteria, use them to develop a list of chemical product to be included in the scheme and report back to PSIC in November 2007.



	
	· Seek PIMC endorsement of the principles of the proposed scheme.
	Higher Risk Chemical Training WG

(lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	October 2007.

	
	National approach to base level training.


	User Training WG (Roger Toffolon, NSW DPI)


	

	
	· Develop models for a national approach to base level training.


	User Training WG (Roger Toffolon, NSW DPI)
	Completed.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	User Training

(continued)
	· Seek input from relevant stakeholders on their preferred model.


	PSIC Secretariat
	Completed.  18 May 2006 PSIC Stakeholder Workshop indicated an overall preference for a risk-based approach which would complement PSIC’s work on training and accreditation for higher risk chemicals.



	
	· Consider the development of a risk-based approach to base level training.


	PSIC


	PSIC agreed to complete work on the higher risk chemical training and accreditation scheme before considering the development of a risk-based approach to base level training.



	4. Scope of Products Regulated by the APVMA


	Develop a framework for determining which kinds of products should be regulated by the APVMA and a tiered approach to determining the appropriate level of regulation for them.


	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)
	Completed.

	
	Seek stakeholder input into the proposed approach.


	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	Completed.

	
	Seek PSIC endorsement of the proposed approach. 


	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	Completed.



	
	Assess products identified for consideration. 


	APVMA and stakeholders/

jurisdictions who identified products for consideration.


	Completed.



	
	Seek stakeholder/PSIC endorsement of the outcomes of the assessment process.
	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	Outcomes of the assessment process endorsed by stakeholders at the 17 May 2007 Stakeholder Workshop.

The 18 May 2007 PSIC meeting endorsed the outcomes of the assessment process.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Scope of Products Regulated by the APVMA (continued)


	Consult alternative regulators to seek their agreement to take responsibility for regulating products recommended for exclusion from the NRS as appropriate.


	APVMA
	ASAP.

	
	Seek the agreement of peak dairy industry bodies and state/territory food authorities to the recommendation to exclude dairy cleansers from the National Registration Scheme.


	PSICChair/PSIC members
	PSIC Chair has written to the Dairy Australia and the Australia New Zealand Dairy Authorities/ Committee.

State/Territory PSIC members are consulting food authorities.



	
	Seek input from PSIC members on products requiring further consideration and additional products identified for assessment.


	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	Issues paper being prepared by Working Group.

	
	Seek OOS PISC endorsement of the proposed products for inclusion in/ exclusion from the National Registration Scheme.
	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	Draft PISC Agenda paper being prepared for consideration by PSIC.



	
	Develop the necessary standards/conditions for products identified for registration against a standard/reservation from registration.


	APVMA/agvet chemical industry
	ASAP

	
	Amend the Agvet Code regulations to implement the PISC decision.
	DAFF/APVMA
	Dependent upon PISC decision and development of appropriate standards/conditions.



	
	Determine whether there will be any implications for the permanent exemption of agvet chemicals under the Trans-Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement.


	APVMA
	November 2007.

	
	Consider how the decision making framework could be used by the APVMA and potential registrants on an on-going basis.


	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	November 2007.


	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Scope of Products Regulated by the APVMA (continued)


	Develop the detail of the agreed new processes for listed registration and reservation from registration.


	Scope of Regulation WG (lead by Janet Kerr, PSIC Secretariat, DAFF)


	Completed.  Working Group took into account stakeholder views on the proposed new processes in developing the details of these processes.

18 May 2007 PSIC meeting endorsed a proposal that would allow the new arrangements to be implemented by making regulations, rather than by changing the Agvet Code Act.



	5. Aerial Spraying Licensing
	Report to PSIC with recommendations for a national aerial spraying licensing scheme.


	Aerial Spraying Licensing WG (lead by Geoff Bennett/Chris May, VIC DPI)
	Completed.  PSIC endorsed the key principles identified by the Working Group report for the proposed scheme.

Working Group disbanded.



	
	Findings of the report to be used in consulting stakeholders on the proposed approach.


	PSIC Secretariat, in consultation with VIC DPI
	Completed.



	
	Establish a new working group to address outstanding issues highlighted in the original Working Group report and issues raised by industry.


	Aerial Spraying Working Group (lead by Janet Kerr, DAFF)
	Completed.



	
	Review the recommendations for the proposed scheme in the light of outstanding issues and issues identified by the new working group.


	Aerial Spraying Working Group (lead by Janet Kerr, DAFF)


	Working Group is developing a new proposal for a business only licensing model.



	
	Seek PSIC endorsement of proposed approach


	Aerial Spraying Working Group (lead by Janet Kerr, DAFF)


	November 2007.

18 May 2007 PSIC meeting agreed that the Working Group continue to develop the details of a business only licensing model.



	
	Engage CASA and relevant regulatory authorities in further developing the proposed approach.


	Aerial Spraying Working Group (lead by Janet Kerr, DAFF)


	August 2007


	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Aerial Spraying Licensing (continued)
	Approach relevant Ministerial Councils to seek their endorsement of the proposed scheme and agreement to implement it.


	PSIC Secretariat
	Dependent upon PSIC endorsement of the proposal being developed by the working group.

	
	Implement the agreed approach for introducing a national scheme.


	State/territory agriculture and health departments and other relevant stakeholders including Civil Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) and the Aerial Agricultural Association of Australia (AAAA).


	Dependent upon the agreement of relevant Ministers and legislative priorities.



	6. Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical Regulation
	Develop the regulatory reform program based on government and stakeholder priorities.


	PSIC


	Completed.  PSIC has an agreed list of legislative priorities for inclusion in the legislative program for 2005/06-2007/08 (see Attachment A).

The program includes new legislative proposals endorsed at the 17 November 2006 PSIC.



	
	Progress the implementation of agreed legislative/regulatory amendments in order of priority.


	Issue-specific agricultural and veterinary Chemical Regulation WGs (secretariat provided by PSIC Secretariat)


	See Attachment A above for completed amendments and amendments currently being progressed.

In addition to these amendments, draft regulations for listed registration/reservation from registration of the first group of eligible products have been prepared and are being finalised.



	7. Minor Use
	Seek PISC endorsement of the framework of minor use reforms and the establishment of a Minor Use and Speciality Crops Development Unit.


	PSIC/Minor Use Taskforce (secretariat provided by DAFF - Janet Kerr) 
	Completed.  Implementation of stage 1 (the establishment of a minor use program) being progressed by DAFF and the APVMA.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Minor Use (continued)
	Establish a steering committee, including CropLife Australia, Horticulture Australia Ltd, DAFF and a State/Territory representative, to guide and priorities minor use work.


	DAFF/APVMA
	Completed.  A Minor Use Liaison Office (MULO), comprising a dedicated officer each from DAFF and the APVMA, commenced operation on 1 August 2006.  PSIC’s representative on the steering committee is Sandra Baxendell (QLD Dept of Primary Industries and Fisheries).

Key tasks already undertaken by the MULO include: 

· encouraging the approval of more minor uses on product labels

· increasing industry collaboration and coordination

· enhancing the availability of new and reduced risk chemistry

· enhancing international cooperation

· improving communication.

MULO is working with all stakeholders to develop a model for a proposed minor use unit as the basis for a DAFF bid planned for the 2008/09 budget.

Minor Use Forum held on 21 June 2007 in Canberra to develop a proposal for a national minor use program.

For more information about the MULO, visit the minor use web page on the DAFF website at www.daff.gov.au/minoruse.



	
	Assist, as necessary, in the development of the minor use program and the review of its effectiveness in the following two years of operation.

	PSIC
	June 2008




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	8. Fertilisers
	Seek PIHC agreement to proceed with Phase 2 of the three-phased project to develop a national standard for contaminants as a joint PSIC/Industrial Residues Working Group project for tender.

Seek similar agreement from the Environment Protection and Heritage Standing Committee (EPHSC).


	Fertiliser WG (secretariat provided by DAFF - Jenny Ritchie)

Environment Protection and Heritage Council (EPHC) Industrial Residues WG (secretariat provided by Department of Environment and Heritage (DEH) - Lisa Nardi)
	Completed.

Completed.



	
	DAFF and DEH to consult in developing a joint request for tender.


	DAFF/DEH in consultation with

Fertiliser WG/PSIC and the EPHC Industrial Residues WG


	Completed.  Request for Tender advertised on Austender website on 11 December 2006.  Tenders closed on 31 January 2007.



	
	Agree on the tenderer to undertake the work.
	DAFF/DEH in consultation with

Fertiliser WG/PSIC and the EPHC Industrial Residues WG.


	Tender evaluation completed.  CSIRO Land and Water is the successful tenderer.



	
	Seek PISC/EPHSC endorsement of successful project proposal and agreement to fund the project.


	Fertiliser WG/PSIC and the EPHC Industrial Residues WG
	PSIC agreed to proceed with the project. PISC and EPHSC have committed funds to the project.



	
	Conduct Phase 2 of the project ie determine which substances will be prohibited, those that pose a low risk and guideline limits for them, those that are high risk and require further analysis in Phase 3 to set guideline limits for them


	Fertiliser WG/PSIC and the EPHC Industrial Residues WG
	CSIRO Land and Water to commence project on 1 September 2007.

	
	Seek PIHC/EPHSC agreement to proceed to Phase 3 including agreement to call for tenders - next steps dependent upon PIHC/EPHSC endorsement.


	Fertiliser WG/PSIC and the EPHC Industrial Residues WG


	Depending on completion of Phase 2 project.

	9. Cadmium Minimisation
	Develop Best Management Practices for the production and processing of agricultural produce for those industries and/or areas which have an existing or potential problem with cadmium levels in their produce.


	National Cadmium Management Committee (lead by Mike McLaughlin, CSIRO Land and Water)
	Committee has completed is work and has been wound up.

PSIC endorsed the Committee’s final report to go to PIHC/PISC on 17 November 2006.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Cadmium Minimisation (continued)
	Develop a Code of Practice by the fertiliser industry to target low cadmium fertiliser to those areas/industries which have an existing or potential cadmium problem.


	National Cadmium Management Committee (lead by Mike McLaughlin, CSIRO Land and Water)
	Completed.

	
	Ensure continued commitment by all states to reduce the regulated maximum level of cadmium in phosphatic fertilisers to a practical minimum (Related to Project Area 6 – Fertilisers).


	National Cadmium Management Committee (lead by Mike McLaughlin, CSIRO Land and Water)
	Completed.

	
	All states consider the labelling of fertilisers and soil ameliorants to alert growers to their cadmium content (Related to Project Area 6 – Fertilisers).


	National Cadmium Management Committee (lead by Mike McLaughlin, CSIRO Land and Water)


	Completed.

	10. Laboratory Capability
	Develop a paper scoping the issue of laboratory capability in relation to future demands for analytical testing services.


	DAFF's Laboratory Review (Heloisa Mariath)
	Draft Terms of Reference endorsed by PSIC.



	
	· Consult with relevant client agencies/portfolios to determine their future testing requirements.


	
	Completed.  Agencies/departments have provided responses to the questionnaire circulated.



	
	· Undertake a laboratory survey to determine the capability of laboratories to meet future testing demands.


	DAFF's Laboratory Review (Heloisa Mariath)
	July 2007.



	
	· Establish a database to record responses/outcomes of consultations and provide a national, updatable repository of laboratory analytical capability and capacity.


	DAFF's Laboratory Review (Heloisa Mariath)
	Database established.  Updated on an ongoing basis.

	
	· Report to PSIC on the outcomes of the scoping study.


	DAFF's Laboratory Review (Heloisa Mariath)


	July 2007



	
	Determine PSIC's role in addressing this issue, based on the outcomes of the scoping paper.


	PSIC
	November 2007.


	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	11. Issues Monitoring
	Monitor emerging and ongoing domestic and international issues relevant to PSIC, including the following, and provide input or undertake action, as necessary:


	PSIC Secretariat
	

	
	· GHS (Globally Harmonised System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals) - Determine how this will impact upon agricultural and veterinary chemicals and develop an appropriate national approach.


	PSIC Secretariat in consultation with affected stakeholders 
	GHS Reference Group (including relevant government and industry stakeholders) feedback provided on discussion paper.

Ongoing monitoring international developments in considering the implications of the GHS for agvet and consumer chemicals.



	
	· TTRMA (Trans Tasman Mutual Recognition Agreement) - Respond to the Productivity Commission review of the TTMRA (finding 8.6) and the Cross Jurisdictional Forum recommendation that this be addressed by PIMC assessing whether agricultural and veterinary chemical products could be removed from the permanent exemptions list.
	PSIC Secretariat in consultation with the APVMA and New Zealand PSIC member.


	Completed.

The APVMA is working with the NZ Food Safety Authority to implement the PIMC response, including a five year work program to progress greater harmonisation of agvet chemical regulation.

	
	· National Security - COAG review of hazardous materials, including regulation of security sensitive ammonium nitrate and chemicals.


	PSIC Secretariat
	Ongoing monitoring of developments.

Public consultation on discussion paper closed on 1 March 2007.

A workshop was held with industry stakeholders on 28 May 2007 to discuss issues identified through the consultation process.

Submissions received are being considered in preparing a draft COAG report, which will be subject to a further round of public consultation prior to its being finalised for COAG consideration in 2008.




	PROJECT AREA
	ACTIONS

to be undertaken/completed 2005/06 – 2007/08
	RESPONSIBILITY
	TIMEFRAMES/PROGRESS

	Issues Monitoring (continued)
	· Galbally Review of Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances - Implementing proposed changes to scheduling arrangements and establishment of the Joint Therapeutic Agency.


	PSIC Secretariat
	Amendments included in the agreed PSIC legislative program and being progressed (see Attachment A).



	
	· Uhrig Review – the Australian Government is responding to the recommendations of the Uhrig Review of the corporate governance of Commonwealth statutory authorities, including the APVMA.


	DAFF
	Government responded June 2006.



	
	· Implement government decision that that the APVMA Board will be replaced by a Commission.


	DAFF (Bill Magee, General Manager, Product Safety and Integrity Branch)
	The proposed new governance arrangements have been developed in consultation with stakeholders, including state/territory PSIC members.

Legislation for their implementation was passed on 14 June 2007.  The new arrangements will commence on 1 July 2007.

Interviews have been held to select nominations for membership of the new APVMA Advisory Board.



	
	· Banks Review / COAG Ministerial Taskforce - Initiatives aimed at reducing the impact of regulation on business, including chemical and plastics regulation.


	COAG Ministerial Taskforce chaired by the Minister for Industry Tourism and Resources
	A meeting of the Ministerial Taskforce planned for early 2007 was postponed.

In the interim, the Minister for Industry, Tourism and Resources is developing draft Terms of Reference for the COAG review.




ATTACHMENT A

PROPOSED LEGISLATIVE/REGULATORY AMENDMENTS

	AMENDMENTS AGREED AND/OR BEING PROGRESSED

	PAN Amendments:

· Amend the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Administration) Act 1992 and the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 (similar amendments to those made in 2003 to the Therapeutic Goods Administration Act) to give the APVMA the same powers over licensees as the TGA eg. introduce a fit and proper person test; record keeping conditions; increased penalties.  

· Injunction powers:  Amend s.130 of the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 such that a Court must not require the APVMA to give an undertaking to pay damages when applying for an injunction (similar to what exists for ASIC under the Corporations Act 2001 and the ACCC under the Trade Practices Act 1974).
Drafting in progress.


	Class C Data Protection Bill to introduce data protection provisions for chemical reviews and include fixes for:
· Application summaries: remove requirement to publish summary for certain applications (s.28B Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994).

· Data protection for information attached to permits when use put on label.

· Interim decisions – power to make “interim” decisions about the use of chemicals during the course of a reconsideration.

· Remove requirement to have the final printed label before varying a label approval as the outcome of the reconsideration.

Drafting in progress.



	Galbally Review implementation:

· Amend the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 to implement changes regarding the advertising, packaging and labelling of veterinary medicines recommended by the Galbally Review of Drugs, Poisons and Controlled Substances and agreed to by PIMC.

Drafting in progress.



	Redefine and clarify the scope of products regulated by APVMA

· a number of product types (eg swimming pool and spa sanitisers and personal insect repellents) which would not be thought of as agricultural or veterinary chemical products, require regulation by the APVMA under strict interpretation of the definition in the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994.
PSIC has given policy approval.


	Low Regulatory Risk Scheme (linked to agreed amendments to redefine and clarify the scope of products regulated by APVMA):

· Re-draft Part 2A (listed chemical products) and Part 2B (reserved chemical products) of the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 to streamline procedural requirements to make the Scheme more efficient and attractive.
PSIC has given policy approval.


	Implementation of the user training principles for higher risk chemicals.

Policy proposal being developed in consultation with stakeholders.


	Possible changes to the APVMA legislation to implement the approach to MRL setting agreed to by Food Regulation Ministers in 2005.

ANZFRSC has given policy approval.


	AMENDMENTS AGREED AND/OR BEING PROGRESSED (continued)

	Implementation of the national aerial spraying licensing scheme for aerial spraying pilots and businesses to complete the response to recommendations 17‑19 of the NCP review of agvet chemical regulation.

Policy proposal being developed in consultation with stakeholders.



	Reduction in APVMA levy rates.
Completed.  Legislative Instrument – F2006LO1711, Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical Products (Collection of Levy) Amendment Regulations 2006 (No. 1).



	Ongoing scheduling of restricted chemicals in the Agvet Code Regulations.

Completed scheduling of Calicivirus (Rabbit Haemorrhagic Disease Virus).  Legislative Instrument – F2006LO1163; Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Amendment Regulations 2006 (No. 1).



	Various editorial amendments to the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 to rectify minor typographical and grammatical errors that occurred in the drafting of various provisions.


	Reconsideration of label approvals without notice: 
· Remove the restraint that prevents the APVMA from using s.34A of the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 to reconsider label approvals to update the first aid instructions and warning statements consistent with DoHA’s First Aid and Safety Directions Handbook as varied from time to time - amend regulation 12(6). 
· Amend section 34A to enable the APVMA to impose conditions relating to containers eg. to require that the product be supplied in a specific type of container that is consistent with new scheduling requirements. 
Granted Category C priority for introduction into Parliament.  Drafting yet to commence.


	Offence provisions of the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical Products (Collection of Levy) Act 1994, the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Administration) Act 1992 and the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994:

· Amend the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemical Products (Collection of Levy) Act 1994, the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals (Administration) Act 1992 and the Agricultural and Veterinary Chemicals Code Act 1994 to reinstate certain offences as strict liability offences as they were prior to the Criminal Code harmonisation.  That harmonisation unintentionally introduced the requirement to prove a fault element that would not apply to a strict liability offence. Further, reinstate the same penalty unit regime that existed prior to harmonisation.

Granted Category C status for introduction into Parliament.  Drafting yet to commence.


	Payment of levy when a registration is not renewed.

New proposal endorsed by PSIC at 17 November 2006 meeting.

Bid submitted for introduction in Winter 2007 Parliamentary sittings.



	Tailored phase out of a product when registration is suspended or cancelled.

New proposal endorsed by PSIC at 17 November 2006 meeting.

Bid submitted for inclusion in Winter 2007 Parliamentary sittings.



	AMENDMENTS AGREED AND/OR BEING PROGRESSED (continued)

	Levy payable by retailers of products who are not also manufacturers.

New proposal endorsed by PSIC at 17 November 2006 meeting.

Bid submitted for introduction in Winter 2007 Parliamentary sittings.



	Requirement to consider trade issues in approving or varying labels.

New proposal endorsed by PSIC at 17 November 2006 meeting.

Bid submitted for introduction in Winter 2007 Parliamentary sittings.



	Derivative use immunity for persons providing adverse information to the APVMA.

New proposal endorsed by PSIC at 17 November 2006 meeting.

Bid submitted for introduction in Winter 2007 Parliamentary sittings.



	Disclosure of confidential commercial information provided for permit applications

New proposal endorsed by PSIC at 17 November 2006 meeting.

Bid submitted for introduction in Winter 2007 Parliamentary sittings.




