Introduction to Environmental Management Systems in Agriculture
Biodiversity Resource Guide

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

DISCLAIMER

The information in this guide is not comprehensive, and has been assembled from available government sources and information made available by a limited number of jurisdictions and organisations. Absence from this guide of a policy or statute on a specific issue does not necessarily mean that such a policy or statute is in fact missing in that jurisdiction. Inclusion of a statute, organisation or policy in this guide in no way implies any judgement as to the efficacy, appropriateness or otherwise of such to biodiversity conservation or any other matter.  

KEY BIODIVERSITY LEGISLATION

Refer to the following websites to access electronic copies of the Principal Acts and Statutory Rules in operation at a given point in time. Most have advanced searching and browsing facilities for easy access to specific clauses etc.

All Commonwealth and State Acts are available online at http://scaleplus.law.gov.au/ or the Australasian Legal Information Institute: http://www.austlii.edu.au/)

A network of independent community environmental law centres is available through the Environmental Defenders Office, online at: http://www.edo.org.au/
Information about legislation and statutory instruments for South Australia is available online at:  www.service.sa.gov.au
Title of Act
Key biodiversity implications
Major contact

Development Act 199.
· Requires preparation of Development Plans for areas in line with the Planning Strategy for development within the State. 

· Development Plans may set out or include planning, development objectives or principles relating to:

· the natural or constructed environment and ecologically sustainable development;

· social or socio-economic issues;

· urban or regional planning;

· the management or conservation of land, buildings, heritage places and heritage areas;

· management, conservation and use of natural and other resources; 

· economic issues.


Department of Transport and Urban Planning.



National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972.
· Establishes management objectives for reserves in South Australia and the requirement to prepare a plan of management.

· Lists in Schedules 7, 8 and 9 those species that are determined at a State level to be endangered, vulnerable or rare respectively.

· A landholder may voluntarily apply to place a natural habitat area for plants and animals under a Sanctuary. An area placed under a Sanctuary requires the approval of the Minister for Environment and Conservation. Dedication of a sanctuary is not binding and may be revoked by either party at any time. There is no financial assistance associated with a Sanctuary and it will not change the legal status of the property in any way. 
SA Government Customer Contact Centre

· 13 23 24 

or

Department of Environment and Heritage - Conservation Programs.

· (08) 8204 8888



Native Vegetation Act 1991.

Native Vegetation (misc) Amendment Bill 2002.


· Controls and regulates native clearances, burning activities, exemptions for some activities.

· Permit required to clear native vegetation. An application must incorporate a native vegetation management plan. An application is not required to clear dead trees, non-native vegetation or native vegetation that has been planted.

· Protection of scattered native trees assessed against habitat and amenity values.

· Establishes the SA Native Vegetation Council. Decisions on applications to clear native vegetation are made by the seven-member Council.

· Approval required for change of land use.

· Provides some assistance for the management of native vegetation.

· Landholders can conserve their native vegetation in perpetuity by placing it under a Heritage Agreement. These can be made over native vegetation in any area of the State, including Pastoral Leases. Landholders agree to retain native vegetation in perpetuity, and in return may be released from the rates and taxes on the land and, where necessary, have stock-proof fencing erected around the Agreement area. 


Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation;

SA Native Vegetation Council 

· (08) 8204 8739

Pastoral Land Management and Conservation Act 1989.


· Ensures the conservation of rangeland vegetation.

· Establishes the Pastoral Board to oversee the monitoring of stocking rates and who have delegated administration responsibilities of native vegetation on pastoral land.
Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation 

· (08) 8204 9433

Soil Conservation and Land Care Act 1989.
· Establishes Soil Conservation Boards across the agricultural and pastoral areas of South Australia.

· Boards are required to prepare a District Plan describing the best management practices for the conservation and rehabilitation of the land for its area. The District Plans are required to describe:

· the classes of land;

· land capability and preferred land uses;

· current uses of that land;

· degraded areas;

· nature, cause, extent and severity of the degradation;

· measures needed to rehabilitate the degradation; and

· management practices best suited to prevent degradation.

· District Plans include descriptions of the district’s native vegetation.


Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation 

· (08) 8303 9512

KEY BIODIVERSITY POLICIES, PLANS OR STRATEGIES
Policy 
Description
What does it mean for a landholder?

Catchment Water Management Plans. 


· 8 Catchment Water Management Boards have been established under the Water Resources Act 1997.  They will prepare Catchment Water Management Plans which provide a strategic framework for the management of water resources (ground and surface) within a catchment or region
· The Eyre Peninsula CWMB was established in March 2001 with a draft preliminary plan adopted in May.

· Plans are developed with extensive community consultation.

· Plans will provide regional for the management of water dependent ecosystems.


· A number of regional strategies to address catchment biodiversity are proposed which will lead to a measurable improvement of riverine and water dependant ecosystems, with measure such as such as revegetation, pest and weed control and habitat restoration recommended.



Local Action Plans.
· Aimed at sustainable resource use.

· Identifies key issues and threats within a region, and recommends priority on-ground actions. Provides a tool for education and dissemination of information to the community, and demonstrates an integrated approach to natural resource management.

· May incorporate (or recommend development) of a Regional Revegetation Plan.


· Some Local Action Plans tailoring incentives and cost sharing to target native vegetation protection and revegetation.



Natural Resource Management Strategy.


· Regional Natural Resource Management (NRM) groups will develop a Regional Natural Resource Management Plan and Investment Strategy.

· These plans will provide a consistent approach to natural resource management and establish the framework within which regional natural resource management and regional bodies will operate.

· Information provided on threatened species, plant communities and key biodiversity areas can be incorporated into other regional plans.


· Funding will be based on accredited plans.

· Will form the strategic regional investment framework required to deliver Natural Heritage Trust program in SA.

Regional Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan


· Regional Natural Resource Management (NRM) groups will develop a Regional Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan and Investment Strategy.

· These plans will provide a consistent approach to natural resource management and establish the framework within which regional natural resource management and regional bodies and their communities will operate.

· The regional plans will incorporate information from existing plans eg. on threatened species, plant communities and key biodiversity areas in regional Biodiversity Plans and will inform NRM priorities to be incorporated into other plans that may be developed in the region eg. Local Action Plans, District Council Planning Schemes.


· Funding will be based on accreditation of the plans which will form the strategic regional investment framework required for funding under the Natural Heritage Trust and the National Action Plan for Salinity and Water Quality in SA.

Regional Biodiversity Strategies.
· Will assist the Integrated Natural Resource Management Group, Local Government and others in identifying important and priority areas for biodiversity, and appropriate management actions, which may be incorporated into INRM Plans and Investment Strategies, Development Plans and other plans and strategies.
· Identifies species, habitats and areas of significance in the region and provides priority actions and recommendations for their protection and management.

· Resource inventories based on: opportunistic flora and fauna records, systematic flora and fauna surveys, native vegetation cover mapping, floristic vegetation mapping and including pre-European settlement vegetation maps. 

· Provide the basis for the biodiversity component of strategies and plans from the National to the individual landholder level. 

· Recommendations in the plan are utilised by and incorporated into local government policy and planning and used by the Regional Natural Resource Management Groups (see above).
· There are Regional Biodiversity Plans in the agricultural areas It is intended to develop Biodiversity Strategies for each IBRA Bioregion in the Rangelands.
· Funding for biodiversity will be prioritised by these plans.'
· The Draft Biodiversity Plan for Eyre Peninsula will assist the Soil Conservation Board (and others) in identifying important and priority areas for biodiversity, and appropriate management actions, which may be incorporated into Development Plans.

· Biodiversity Plan for the South Australian Murray-Darling Basin Region completed (2001).

· Biodiversity Plan for the South East Region completed (1999).

· Biodiversity Plan for the Northern Agricultural Districts completed (2001).

· Biodiversity Plan for Kangaroo Island completed (2001).

· Draft Biodiversity Plan for the Mt Lofty Region (2001).



State Revegetation Strategy.
· Recommends that regionally-based working groups prepare regional revegetation plans (developed by local Action Planning Groups).

· The aim of Regional Revegetation Strategies is to draw together priority natural resources and economic issues and identify actions to be promoted through on-ground works.

· Promotes sustainable management of land while providing benefits for productivity, biodiversity and/or landscape character.

· Revegetation not only includes re-establishment of vegetation, but also management of remnant native vegetation and natural regeneration of degraded native vegetation.

· The Regional Revegetation Strategies for the South East of South Australia, Murray Mallee and the Mount Lofty Ranges have been prepared, and the Revegetation Strategy for Eyre Peninsula is currently being prepared.
· Link priority natural resource management issues with priority revegetation options.

· Revegetation grants available from Primary Industries and Resources, based on the goals and objectives of the Revegetation Strategy.

Water Allocation Plan
· 14 water allocation plans have been prepared for prescribed areas under the Water Resources Act 1997.

· Plans must water assess the available water resources in the prescribed area and the water requirements of the environment. Plans must also provide for the allocation and sustainable use of water so that an equitable balance is achieved between social, economic and environmental needs for the water.

· A water licence provides surety of access to water users which is essential for business planning and investment. A licence is also an asset that may be tradeable (depending on the policies in the water allocation plan).

· Protect the economic, social and environmental values of the water resources, and the water quality and quantity.



KEY BIODIVERSITY CODES OF PRACTICE AND BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICE GUIDELINES 

Document Title
What does it provide for landholders?
Source

Guidelines for Best Practice Bird Control to Protect Commercial Olive Orchards and Minimise the Risk of Seed Dispersal.
· Formulated to enable all growers to minimise the dispersal of olive seeds. In high risk areas it will be a mandatory part of the management plan.

· It is unrealistic to provide prescriptive guidelines due to only having basic knowledge of pest birds and their behaviour.

· Recommend that individual grower’s decisions be governed by that grower’s particular situation.

· Provides general principles of ‘best practice’ followed by some specific suggestions mainly directed towards effectively scaring birds away from the olive orchard. Involves four basic activities; (i) defining the problem (ii) developing a management plan (iii) implementation and (iv) monitoring and evaluation.


Author: Dr Ron Sinclair.

Published by: Animal and Plant Control Commission

Available from: Native Vegetation Council of South Australia

· (08) 8204 8888

Risk Assessment and Management of Olives.
· Developed in consultation with the Olives Advisory Group of South Australia.

· Associated paper also includes discussion on the establishment of an olive orchard register, potential genetic material, existing feral olive trees, olive tree assessment, risk assessment for new olive orchards.

· A working paper to be reviewed in 2002.
Published by: Animal and Plant Control Commission

Available from: Native Vegetation Council of South Australia

· (08) 8204 8888

BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION –TECHNICAL 

Type of information required by landholders
Information type and availability

Environmental law 
(1) Environmental Defenders Office of SA. An incorporated community legal centre specialising in public interest environmental law.

· 1800 337 566

Web: www.edo.org.au


Management/ conservation agreements.
(1) Heritage Agreement Scheme. Established under the Native Vegetation Act. Assistance with habitat assessment. Wide extension network within the agricultural zone. Landholders can join Wildlife and Habitat Support Group.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage – Biodiversity Partnerships.

· (08) 8204 8762; 

· (08) 8204 8828; 

· (08) 8204 8887

or

Contact: Trees for Life.

· (08) 8372 0150

(2) Sanctuary Scheme. Property gazetted under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972. Property assessment, technical and management advice. Landholders can join Wildlife and Habitat Support Group.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8888

(3) Wildlife Refuge Scheme. Suitable for non gazetted properties. Property assessment, technical and management advice. Landholders can join Wildlife and Habitat Support Group.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8888



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION – FLORA 

Type of information required by landholders
Information type and availability

Vegetation clearance.
(1) Information Sheets. Native clearance provisions guidelines, applications, exemptions and Heritage Agreements

Contact: Department of Water Land and Biodiversity Conservation –Native Vegetation Council Secretariat.

· (08) 8204 8888

(2) A Guide to Developing a Management Plan for Native Vegetation on Farms. Prepared by the Native Vegetation Council, native vegetation management plans are to be incorporated in any application to clear native vegetation. This four page guide describes the  major steps required to prepare a plan.

Contact: Department of Water Land and Biodiversity Conservation –Native Vegetation Council Secretariat.

· (08) 8204 8888

Databases.
(1) Native Vegetation - Cover. 1:40,000 maps of the presence/absence of native vegetation along the broad land cover features (excludes the Murray River Corridor).

Contact: Planning SA

· (08) 8303 0687

(2) Native Vegetation - Floristic: Murray Mallee, Western Murray Flats, South Mount Lofty Ranges, and South East. 1:40,000 floristic vegetation mapping (excludes the Murray River Corridor)

Contact: Planning SA

· (08) 8303 0687

(3) Native Vegetation - Floristic: South Olary Plains, North Olary Plains. 1:100,000 floristic/ structural vegetat6ion maps.

Contact:  Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

(4) Native Grasslands (known). 1:40,000 maps of known grassland areas based on field research and opportunistic field survey – incomplete.

Contact:  Planning SA.

· (08) 8303 0687

(5) River Murray Wetlands. 1:10,000 River Murray wetland boundaries and conservation ratings.

Contact:  Planning SA 

· (08) 8303 0687

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

(6) Biological Survey-Vegetation. 1:40,000 vegetation survey sites and associated records

Contact: Planning SA/

· (08) 8303 0687

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

(7) Rare and Threatened Plant Population Database. Location of known rare and threatened plant populations.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

(8) South Australian Aquatic Biota Database. A summary of biological and ecological information about the States' water dependent flora and fauna.

Contact: Your local catchment water management board 

Web: www.catchments.net


BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION –FAUNA 

Type of information required by landholders
Information type and availability

Wildlife Management 
(1) Wildlife Management Manual.

Price: $27.50

Contact: The Environment Shop.

· (08) 8204 1910



Databases.
(1) Biological Survey SA – Vertebrate.  1:40,000 survey sites and associated records

Contact:  Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723
(2) South Australian Aquatic Biota Database. A summary of biological and ecological information about the States' water dependent flora and fauna.

Contact: Your local catchment water management board 

Web: www.catchments.net


Environmental law.
(1) Protection of Native Animals and their Habitats – Environmental Law Fact Sheet 11.

Contact: Environmental Defenders Office of SA.

· 1800 337 566

Web: http://www.edo.org.au/edosa.html


BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION –TRAINING 

Type of information required by landholders
Information type and availability


Refer to the ‘National’ listing of this Resource Kit for information on a number of national programs that maybe available in your region.



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION –INCENTIVES 

Information on incentive packages and funding opportunities is dynamic and subject to change without notice. Always check with the funding agency to determine current closing dates and other application details. Remember to contact local sponsors or key funding agencies in your region to determine if your property is eligible for any funding in their current funding round.

Type of information required by landholders
Grant type and contact

Landcare, Bushcare, Rivercare, Coastcare.
(1) Natural Heritage Trust. Established July 2002, supporting Landcare, Bushcare, Rivercare, Coastcare. Will mostly be delivered through integrated regional plans. Some community grants available through Australian Government Envirofund. Funds biodiversity, conservation, sustainable use of natural resources and community capacity building relevant to these two activities, including NHT Co-ordinators in each State and Territory.

Contact: Environment Australia.

· 1800 065 823

Web:  www.nht.gov.au 

or

Contact: SA NHT Coordinator, 

· (08) 8303 9644.



Aboriginal managed lands.
(1) SAMLISA Project. Focus on aboriginal priorities for maintaining and improving the health of the land.

Contact: Aboriginal Lands Trust of SA.

· (08) 8260 0266



Heritage Agreements.
(1) Heritage Agreement Grant Scheme. Provides financial assistance via devolved grants for the management of native vegetation under Heritage Agreement. Landholders with such agreements are eligible to apply for annual grants to enable them to carry out work to maintain the health of their bush, e.g. weed control, pest control, erosion control and other related activities.

Contact: SA Native Vegetation Council.

· (08) 8204 8888



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION - EQUIPMENT/LABOUR

Type of information required by landholders
Information type and availability

Onground works.
(1) Trees for Life. Volunteer program to assist onground works for properties registered with the Heritage Agreement Scheme.

Contact: Trees for Life.

· (08) 8372 0150

(2) Refer also to the ‘National’ listing of this Resource Kit for information on a number of national programs that maybe available in your region.



BIODIVERSITY MANAGEMENT INFORMATION –CATCHMENTS

Type of information required by landholders
Information type and availability

Databases.
(1) Biological Survey of SA.  Polygon maps available covering a range of land tenures and standard NRM/biodiversity records, provides species lists etc.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

(2) Key Biodiversity Areas. Maps of key biodiversity areas for a region – defined as: large remnant areas, threatened habitat areas, fragmented habitat areas.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

or

Contact: Planning SA.

· (08) 8303 0687

(3) Ecological Management Areas. Regional Ecological Management Areas as defined by the Biodiversity Plan.

Contact: Department of Environment and Heritage.

· (08) 8204 8723

or

Contact: Planning SA

· (08) 8303 0687



BIODIVERSITY SUPPORT SERVICES

The table below provides details of the principal advisory support services (government, agency, or community organisations) that rural landholders may access to manage native biodiversity assets on their property. The table has been organised to provide details in three strategic areas: 

(1) Support provided.

(2) Information available.

(3) On site advice (check with the organisation to determine if there is any charge for this service).

In addition to the key organisations listed, there are many other organizations (both small and large) offering assistance to individual landholders. The following website may provide contact details of organisation operating in your district: 
The Ground Truth website (http://users.chariot.com.au/~littoral/) for details of local organisations and contact details. This website provides a community resource guide to the human & environmental history of South Australia.


Regional contacts
Grants/ incentives
Training programs/ courses 
Field days /excursions
Information sheets/publications
Legislation (Biodiversity)
Conservation status/databases
Flora/fauna lists or ID
Flora/ fauna management 
Flora/ fauna habitats – needs or info
Regeneration and revegetation
Pest plant/animal control
Threat mitigation/management
Monitoring
ID of  threats
ID of Flora/fauna
Flora assessments
Monitoring 


Department of Environment and Heritage - Heritage Agreements Scheme


















· (08) 8124 4847

Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation - Landcare 


















For list of  regional contacts  refer  online to www.landcaresa.org.au
State co-ordinator

· (08) 8303 9642



Greening Australia


















· (08) 8372 0120

Web: www.greeningaustralia.org.au

Native Vegetation Council


















The principal contact for all vegetation clearing applications and heritage agreements. Site visits undertaken as part of the assessment process.

· (08) 8124 4700

Web: www.denr.sa.gov.au


Nature Conservation Society of South Australia


















· (08) 8223 6301

Threatened Species Network


















· (08) 8223 5155

Trees for Life


















· (08) 8372 0150

Web: www.treesforlife.org.au

Contact details





Organisation








